Se a 
‘ 
g 
y 
E) 






rf if | : 
fh THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY, y 
a FOUNDED BY JAMES LOEB, LL.D. , ? 
EDITED BY 


+T. E. PAGE, o.H., LITT.D. 
+E. CAPPS, PH.D., LL.D. + W. H. D. ROUSE, Lirr.p. 


L. A.. POST, wa. E. H. WARMINGTON, ™.a., F.R.HIST.SOC, 


c4ey c.) 





= TOI 


Ae 
ig S 
& 
c 
a 
ee 
| 
- 
+ 
ys 
& 

Re 
: 
Lx 
5 
ay 
x 
. 
& 
& 
z 
Si 
i 
Bs 
ca 
& 
g 
x 
x 
g 
3 
sh 
x 


: 
& 
2 


L: 
a j 


AELIAN 


he. ON THE CHARACTERISTICS 
ib ~ OF ANIMALS 








I 
BOOKS I~—V_ 


SC 


x 





nN oOo VEE SLEPT ETLA PAINT ILI A 


: ee cigs eit se CLEARER IIELN IES EDDY BEVIS sail 
xnsenhaspsit tance SCULPTED ELEN DELLE IEE ELLE ee sinha sa 


fr ncn nipanea he teninasapncase ann t need Ate Ete PE NBER PETER LOA 


 ennee wan measeesnianmer rpuceanannoner macseannieasaerbenstt 





TO 


A. SFG. 


Oe a 















“AELIA Na 


ON THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF ANIMALS , 


WITH AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY 
| 2k” A, F, SCHOLFIELD 


: f 
: Oe FELLOW OF KING’S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 





- a IN THREE VOLUMES =>} 

1” NERY 
S 
‘y 


BOOKS I—V fs 





CAMBRIDGE, 





MASSACHUSETTS 


3) Sues 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 


PREFACE 


INTRODUCTION . 


SUMMARY 


PROLOGUE 


BOOK I 


BOOK it 


Sa I EO RATED ROTO IESE SCNT 





- Printed in Great Britain | 








3! ; 
3% AH 
S: co 
a it 
: siti 
iz: i 
3 if 
Prt 
F ui 
. BS4 ti 
a i 
oH i 
Se i 
eo H 
M i 
ne 1 
iS i 
3 : 
3 i 
5 g H 
B i 
: S Hf 
a Hy 
an i ; 
« oy i 
4 ii 
: ; 
a at 
Bo: 
Pas a if 
5 : 
bi) Pay 
mam Si 
: BS H 
% & ti 
‘J SS + 
it 
4 i 
ji 
. ui 
' 3 
4 = i 
oo i 
- 3 
Z 1 
, i 
i 
: i 
Sell : 
ake i 
i 
_ 
on : 
ice | | 


PREFACE 


NINETY-THREE years have elapsed since Aelian’s De 
natura animalium was edited for the Teubner series 
by Rudolf Hercher. His text was a revision of that 
which he had published six years earlier, in 1858, 
in the Didot series. Both these books have long 
been out of print and almost unobtainable. In one 
respect the Teubner edition is inferior to its pre- 
decessor, since the editor gives no more than a bare 
‘Index mutationum praeter codices factarum’ 
without specifying which ‘ codices * he has used, and 
those who are concerned to know how he explains 
or defends some of his frequent desertions of the 
manuscripts must still turn to the preface and the 
‘ Adnotatio critica’ of the Didot edition. It was 
Hercher’s service to have detected the prevalence 
of glosses and interpolations, although in expelling 
them he is conscious that some will think that he has 
exceeded all bounds (Didot ed., Praef. p. ii). The 
text here printed is substantially that of Hercher’s 
edition of 1864, and divergences from it are shewn 
in the critical notes, which lay no claim to be ex- 
haustive. In 1902 E. L. De Stefani made a survey 
of the manuscripts in Continental libraries! and 


1 The British Museum Burney MS 80 contains only excerpts — 
in a 16th-cent. hand; there is no MS of the NA in Bodley or 
in the Cambridge University Library, and I have not sought 

farther afield. 
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established their relations. It is to be regretted 
that no one has yet come forward to complete the 
task which he began and to provide a fresh text, 
with an adequate critical apparatus. 

In rendering the names of Aelian’s birds and 
fishes I have taken as my guides the two Glossaries 
of Sir D’Arcy Thompson, one of Greek Birds (2nd 
ed., 1936), the other of Greek Fishes (1947.) Botanical 
terms are those given on the authority of Sir William 
Thiselton-Dyer in the ninth edition of Liddell and 
Scott’s Greek Lewicon. In identifying Aelian’s 
reptiles and insects the various articles contributed, 
jointly or separately, by H. Gossen and A. Steier, 
by M. Wellmann apd others to Pauly-Wissowa’s 
Real-Encyklopadie have been of service. In 1935 
Gossen published a systematic catalogue of all 


Aelian’s animals, and perhaps [ shall be blamed for 


not following him more often than I have done. In 
determining the modern equivalents and the 
scientific nomenclature of the fauna and flora of 
Ancient Greece the oracles do not always speak 
with one voice, and the best that a layman can hope 
for is that, when two or more interpretations have 
presented themselves, the result. of his choice may 
be judged, if not correct, at any rate excusable. 

My thanks are due to those who have kindly 
solved for me various problems that arose in the 


-eourse of my work: to Professor H. W. Bailey, 


Professor W. I. B. Beveridge, Professor F. E. 
Fritsch (+), Dr. D. A. Parry, Dr. M. G. M. Pryor, 
Dr. G. Salt, Mr. A. F. Huxley, Mr. J. E. Raven. 
But my heaviest obligations are to Mr. A. S. F. Gow, 
who read considerable portions of my translation in 


typescript, saved me from more blunders than I care 


Vili 
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to think of, and besides improvin | i 

a number of corrections Pa the at 
have gladly and gratefully adopted. The Syndics of 
the Cambridge University Press have courteousl 
allowed me to reproduce two passages from an editi 
of Nicander published by them in 1953. ks 


Cambridge, A. F.S. 


. 1957. 
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Life | 7 

Tue life of Aelian has been sketched by his con- 
temporary Flavius Philostratus (Qnd—3rd cent. a.p.) 
in his Leves of the Sophists (2. 31), and he is the 
subject of a brief notice in ‘Suidas.’ Claudius 
Aelianus was born at Praeneste about the year 
a.p. 170. He came of lbertus stock and assumed the 
name of Claudius. At Rome he studied under 
Pausanias of Caesarea, a noted rhetorician and pupil 
of Herodes Atticus for whom Aelian reserved his 
chief admiration. Although a Roman, as he himself 
is proud to assert (VH 12. 25; 14. 45), he obtained 
such a mastery of the Attic idiom that he came to be 
known as ‘the honey-tongued or honey-voiced,’ 
while his success as a declaimer was rewarded by 
the bestowal of the title of Sophist. (By the end of 
the second century the term had ceased to bear any 
philosophical implications and had come to denote 
one who taught or practised rhetoric.) Neverthe- _ 
less, mistrusting, it may be, his ability to maintain 
his hold over pupils and audiences—for the demands 
on a successful rhetorician were heavy—he devoted 
himself to the writing of ‘ history" (7@ ¢vyypapew 
éméfero, Phil.). He held the office of apytepevs 
presumably at Praeneste, but the greater part of 
his time must have been spent in Rome, where he 
had access to libraries and enjoyed the patronage of 


xi 
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the empress Julia Domna, who had gathered around 
her on the Palatine a circle of learned men that 
included Oppian, Serenus Sammonicus, Galen, 
Philostratus, and others who figure in the Deipno- 
sophists of Athenaeus.* It was his boast that he had 
never been outside Italy, had never been aboard a 
ship, and knew nothing of the sea—statements 
which most readers will find no difficulty in accept- 
ing.2 He was over sixty years of age when he died, 
unmarried. 7 


Works 


Besides the De natura animalium (to give it the 
name by which it is commonly referred to) two 
other works by Aelian have survived — Emortodat 
aypouktat, a literary exercise in the form of twenty- 
four letters, vignettes of life in the country, some 
with an erotic motive; and [outAy isropia (Varia 
historia) in fourteen books, beginning with some 
chapters on natural history, but consisting in the 
main of anecdotes historical and biographical, with 
excursions into mythology, and_a variety of other 
topics. The greater part as we have it seems to be 
from the hand of an epitomator. It resembles the 
De natura animalium in its deliberate avoidance of 
any systematic order. Fragments of two treatises, 
Ilept mpovotas and Tlep! betwy evapyerdv have been 


1 J. Bidez in Camb. Anc. Hist. 12. 613; see also Wellmann . - 


in Hermes 51. 1. 
"2 The words eGeacdunv ev TH mode TH "Aretavdpéwy (NA 
11. 40) occur in a chapter borrowed wholly from Apion, and 
Wellmann (RE 1. 486) considers that Aelian is simply tran- 
scribing his authority. M. Croiset (Hist. de la lit. gr. 5. 774) 
demurs to this view; his explanation seems to me uncon- 
vincing. | : : 
xil 
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preserved, most of them in ‘ Suidas.’ So far as we 
can judge they were collections of stories illustratin 
heaven s retribution on unbelievers. Aelian has ane 
bitter words for the scepticism of the Epicureans: 
A bare mention is enough for two sets of epigrams 
sae See agin on ‘herms’ of.Homer and 
enander which are i 
Aelian’s house at oo ° od cea 
‘The De natura animahum is a miscellany of facts: 
genuine or supposed, gleaned by Aeclian from earlier 
and contemporary Greek writers (no Latin writer 
is once named) and to a limited extent from his own 
observation to illustrate the habits of the animal 
world. We are of course prepared to encounter 
much that modern science rejects, but the general 
tone with its search. after the picturesque, the 
startling, even the miraculous, would justify ‘us in 
ranking Aelian with the Paradoxographers rather 
than with the sober exponents of Natural History 
Mythology, mariners’ yarns, vulgar superstitions, 
the ascertained facts of nature—all serve to adorn a 
tale and, on occasion, to point a moral. His religion 
is the popular Stoicism of the age: Aelian repeatedl 
affirms his belief in the gods and in divine Prout: 
dence; the wisdom and beneficence of Nature are: 
held up to veneration; the folly and selfishness of 
man are contrasted with the untaught virtues of the 
animal world. Some animals, to be sure, have their 
failings, but he chooses rather to dwell upon their 
good qualities, devotion, courage, self-sacrifice 
gratitude. Again, animals are guided by Reason: 
and from them we may learn contentment, control 


i See G. Kaibel, ed., Hpi . bas 
conlecta (Berol. 1878), nos. 18. Graeca, ex lapidibus 


Kili 
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of the passions, and calm in the face of death. 
Suicide is commended as an escape from the ills of 
life, and riches are to be despised. Aelian’s Stoicism 
hardly goes below the surface. His primary object 


is to entertain and while so doing to convey instruction 


in the most agreeable form. He was among the 


first to break away from the age-long tradition of 
the periodic structure of sentences, at least for works 


of a serious nature, and to affect a simpler prose of . 


short, co-ordinated, sometimes paratactic, clauses. 
In this. and in the rich variety of topics and in a 
certain fondness for piquant, not to say earthy, 
stories from the life of men and of animals one may 
trace the influence of the Milesian Tales. Un- 
fettered by any canons of style or language, pica- 
yesque, and sometimes 70s; they pandered to 
popular taste. To adopt their technique while 
refining the style and imparting a moral flavour to 
his narratives may well have seemed to Aelian a 
sure way of gaining a like popularity with educated 
readers: Some might find fault with his random 
and piece-meal handling of his theme—of that he is 
well aware, and in the Epilogue he defends himself 
with the plea that a frequent change of topic helps 
to maintain the reader's interest and saves him 
from boredom, But as to the permanent value of 
his work he has no misgivings, and since. Philo- 
stratus informs us that his writings were much 
admired, we may assume that they appealed to 


cultivated circles’ in a way that the voluminous ~ 


and possibly arid compilations of grammarians did 
not. 


1 See W. Schmid, Der Aiticismus, 3. 7 ff. 
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Sources 


The principal sources of the De natura animalium 
have been investigated by Max Wellmann and Rudolf 
Keydell in a series of articles which appeared in the 
journal Hermes between the years 1891 and 1937. 
Here it will be enough to state their conclusions and 
to indicate some of the reasons for them. | 
: That the name of Aristotle should occur over fift 
times in a work professing to deal with animals vill 
surprise no one. Yet it is certain that Aelian knew 
Aristotle only at second hand through the epitome 
of his zoological works made by Aristophanes of 
Byzantium (8rd/2nd cent. B.c.). Even so there is 
little enough of genuine descriptive zoology, and it 
was not in any purely zoological work that Aelian 
found his chief inspiration and guide. It is notice- 
able how often his statements regarding the names 
habits, and characteristics of animals reflect in their 
manner of presentation, their content and style, the 

comments of scholiasts and writers like Athenaeus 
Clement of Alexandria, and Pollux, who took their 
materials from grammarians. It became a manner- 
ism with the scholars of Alexandria to cite Homer 
whenever it was possible, and Aelian follows the 
fashion, less (so it would seem) with an aim to estab- 
lishing some fact of natural history than to provin 

Homer's knowledge of the science. Specimens of 
grammarian’s lore meet us in the excursions into 
etymology and lexicography, in the myths and pro- 
verbs relating to animals, with their illustrations 
from dramatists and poets, and in a wealth of other 
matter which a professed zoologist would disregard 
as being irrelevant. Aelian is not, like Athenaeus, 


XV 
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scrupulous in always naming his authorities, as we | 


shall see later, but from parallel passages in other 
writers ranging from Plutarch and Athenaeus down 
to the Geoponica (5th cent. a.D.) in which Pamphilus 


” ig expressly named as being the source, Wellmann 


concludes that the pattern and the chief source for 
Aelian was Pamphilus of Alexandria. He in his 
turn had based his work upon that most voluminous 
of grammarians Didymus, nicknamed XaAKevTepos, 
excerpting and abridging into one work a number 
of separate treatises by his forerunner.! The title 
of the work is given by ‘ Suidas’ as Aetpov, and he 
adds Zot 5¢ mouxidwy teptoxy. Tt must have been 
a miscellany of ample scope embracing mythology, 
natural history, and paradoxa or ‘tales of wonder, 
historical and biographical notices, all derived from 
earlier Greek literature. In a number of places 
Aelian has grouped together, more or less closely, 
chapters derived from one and the same authority : 
thus, 12. 16-20 come from Democritus; 4. 19, 21, 
96-7, 32, 36, 41, 46, 52 from Ctesias; 16. 9-22, from 
Megasthenes ; 17. 31-4 from Amyntas. From this 
++ would seem that his exemplar was arranged partly 
by animals and partly by authors. a 
Aelian has given us accounts of over one hundred 
birds. Many of his accounts correspond with. those 
which we find in Athenaeus ((9. 3878-397c), but since 
Aelian is generally more detailed, the resemblances 


are to be traced to the use of a common source. For 


Athenaeus the principal authority on birds was ‘ that 
best of all ancient ornithologists, Alexander the 


1 Wellmann detects a hidden allusion to its title in some 


words of Aelian’s Epilogue, ofovel AcLpOva Twa, H TEpavor 
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Myndian, 1 whom he cites more often than am 
other writer on natural history, Aristotle ane 
excepted, viz. thirteen times in Book IX and four 
times elsewhere. Photius describes him as havin 
collected ‘ a multitude of marvellous, even incredible, 
tales from earlier writers touching animals trees, 
places, rivers, plants, and the like.’ ? Relian apiece 
him five times, and in a chapter (8. 23) relating to 
storks and their transformation into human beings | 
takes occasion to praise his knowledge and to express 
his own belief in the story. It is not stretching 
probability to see in Alexander the source for Acneae 
accounts of similar transformations (e.g. 1.1; 5. 15 
15. 29), and for much besides, whether of fact oF 
fable, regarding birds, their assignment to special 
gods (1. 48; 2. 32; 4.29; 10. 34-5; 12.4; andc 
Ath. 9.388a), their significance as omens (3. 9; 10. 
34,37; and ep. Plut. Marius 17, Artem. Onezr. 2. 66). 
Nevertheless since Athenaeus and Aelian concur in 
misrepresenting him on the spelling of oxo, it ma 
be questioned whether they had direct access to his | 


- writings and whether their common error is not due 


to Pamphilus; see note on Ael. 15 i 
description of the xkarwPAezov (7. 5) a differ 
from the account given by Alexander in Ath. 5 
2218. | 7 _ 
Among ancient writers who treated of poi 
and their antidotes the principal cheney sin 
Apollodorus (8rd cent. B.c.). Two of his works or 
the essence of them, survive in the poems of Nicander 
But though Aelian on seven occasions adduces 
Nicander as witness, there are discrepancies which 


1D. W. Thompson, Glossar ek bi i . 
; y of Greek birds, p. vi. 
2 Fragments collected by Wellmann in H peas 26. 546-55. 
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preclude the idea of a direct use of the poet. There | 
are however indications that Aelian and the scholia 


to Nicander drew from a common source. — Aelian 
states (9. 26) that the Agnus-castus, an antidote to 


snakebites, was used at the Thesmophoria to ensure © 


< ; age In 
hastity: the same note occurs in 2 Nic. T h. 7 1. 
9. 20 Aelian states on the authority of ‘ Aristotle 


. (Mirab. 841 a 97) that the ‘ Pontic stone’ if burnt ex- 


nakes: & Nic. Th. 45 cite the same passage. In 
BI Sostratus,’ we are told, ‘ describes the Dipsas 
as white. Here Aelian has forsaken Apollodorus- 
Nicander, who had written (Th. 337) drolopoecoa 
c\aiverat, and he then proceeds to tell the myth 
of the Dipsas and the Ass, adding that it has been 
treated by Sophocles (and other poets): p> Nic. Th. 
343 state specifically ‘ Sophocles ev Kwdois.’ (Clearly 
S did not borrow from Aelian.) The story of the 
Beaver and its self-mutilation is told by Aelian (6. 
34); it is mentioned in d Nic. Th. 565, and Sostratus 
is named. as the authority for it. From Ael. 4. 51 
and 6. 37 we learn the difference between olorpos 
and pvwis: according to & Ap. Rh. 1. 1265 and & 
Theoc. 6. 28 the distinction was first noted by 
Sostratus, though Aelian is the first to mention it. 
It seems then that Sostratus in his two works Ilepi 
PAnrav Kat daxer@v and Ilept Cwv treated of 
insects as well as the lower animals and snakes. As 
a zoologist his reputation stood next to Aristotle, 
and we are justified in assuming that both for Aelian 
and for the scholiast on Nicander he was the source 
for more than they have openly acknowledged, in 
the case of Aelian for 1. 20-22; 6. 36-8; 9. 39; 


0. 44; 12.8. 
‘Aelian has much to tell us of elephants, both 
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those of Libya and of India. Like Pliny (HIN 8. 
1-34) before him and like Plutarch in his De 
sollertia animalium, Aelian has drawn extensively 
upon Juba II, King of Mauretania (c. 50 B.c.-c. 
a.D. 23). He was the first to maintain that the 
elephant’s tusks are horns and not teeth, and Aelian 
follows him (8.10; 11.15; 14.5). And since we learn 
from Pliny (IN 5. 16) that he wrote about the Atlas 
mountains and their forests, he is a likely source for 
all that Aelian relates touching Mauretania, its 
people, and its animals. The chapters on pearls 
(15. 8) and on Indian ants (16. 15) are to be traced - 
to Juba’s work De expeditione Aralica. 

The knowledge which Aelian displays of Egypt and 
its topography, its local traditions, customs, and 
religious beliefs, especially those relating to birds 
and animals, can come only from a writer well 
acquainted with the land and its people. We are 
given mystical and mythological reasons for the 
reverence or detestation in which certain creatures 
are held (10. 19, 21, 46); there are tales of wonder 
ranging from the merely curious to the impossible; _ 
quotations from Homer are introduced into chapters 
on Egyptian religion. The pattern fits Apion (Ist 
cent. a.D.). Born in the Great Oasis, he became head 
of the Alexandrian school, was a Homeric scholar 
and a pretender to omniscience. His Aegypiaca 
was a compilation dealing with the history and the 
marvels of Egypt and was based upon earlier writers 
with additions from his own experience. One such 
there is which ‘ every schoolboy knows,’ the story of 
Androcles and the Lion (Ael. 7. 48). Chapters on 


1 A, Gellius 5.14 [Apion] Hoe . 


. . ipsum sese in urbe Roma 
vidisse oculis suis confirmat. | 
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Ael. 9.35 depth of the sea Opp. 1. 83-92 
38 fish in the depths 145-54 
36 Exocoetus 155-67 
41 Mussels 174-8 | 
2.15 Pilot-fish 186-211 
17 Remora 212-43 
9,43 Crabs 285-304 
45 Octopus and fruit-trees 308-11 
47 Sea-urchin 318-19 
7.31 Hermit-crabs 320-37 
9,34 Nautilus 338-59 
49 Sea-monsters 360-72 
1.55 Sharks 373-82 
9.50 Sea-calf, Whale, Sea 398-408 
52 Flying fishes 427-37 
53 fish gregarious 440-45 
57 fish in winter and spring 446-72 
63 generation of fish 473-501 
6.28 generation of Octopus 536-53 
9,66 Moray and Viper 554-79 
10.2 period of procreation 584-90 
4.9 migration to the Huxine 598-611 
10.8 Dolphin and young 660-85 
1.17 Dog-fish and young 734-41 
16 ‘ Blue-fish ’ and young 747-55 
2.22 Sprats : 767-97 | 


In three of the above passages there can be little 
doubt that Aelian has paraphrased Oppian: compare 
Ael. 9. 38 with Opp. 1. 145-52 

50 


398-408 
427-37. 


bid 


52» 


In both we find the same fishes in the same order, 
and, what is most significant, since a prose-writer is 


not bound by the exigences of metre, the same use ~ 


now of the singular, now of the plural. These three 
chapters cannot be separated from the other four- 
teen, so that it is at least likely that they too are 
paraphrases of Oppian. Of the remaining nine 
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passages some may have been derived from Oppian 
others more probably from a common source. 

One such source was Leonidas of Byzantium.} 
From him Aelian derived the story of the friendship 
between a boy and a dolphin at Poroselene (2. 6), 
which recurs in Oppian (5. 448-518). In 2. 8 Aelian 
tells how dolphins help men in the catching of other 
fish, and a similar account is given by Oppian (5. 425~ 
AT): it is probable that both drew upon Leonidas. 
A comparison of Aelian’s two chapters on poisonous 
fishes, 2. 44 and 50 (where Leonidas is named), 
with Opp. 2. 422-505 points certainly to him as their 
common source. Other passages indicate despite 
differences that both made use of the same authority 
whether Leonidas or some other: compare | _ 


Ael.1.4 with Opp. 3. 323-6 
5 (rp@Krns) > 144-8 (dpia) 
19 5 2. 141-66 
27 55 241-6 
30 “a 128-40. 


The researches of Leonidas extended as far as the 
Red Sea (Ael. 3. 18). For information on fishes in 
western waters Aelian relied upon one Demostratus 
who differs from Leonidas in being independent of 
any Aristotelian tradition and in concentrating upon 
paradoxa. To him Wellmann would attribute the 
accounts contained in Ael. 13. 23; 15. 9, 12; per- 


1 Keydell (Hermes 72. 430 ff.) puts the date of Leonidas in 
the 2nd cent. 4.D. Leonidas ig coporied as having himself 
seen the boy and dolphin; Pausanias (3. 25. 7) also was a 
witness, and Oppian says that the memory of the event is still 
fresh, for it happened ‘ not long ago but in our own generation,’ 
the last quarter of the 2nd century. Granting that it ig 


incredible that the boy rode ° 
tale may well be pes upon the dolphin, the rest of the 
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S Vindobonensis med. gr. 7 _ S. KV 
-V Parisiensis suppl. gr. 352 

| [formerly Vat. gr. 997 i 3 s. xili 

W Vindobonensis med. gr. 51 s. xiv 


From these De Stefani selected seven only as possess- | 


ing value for the constitution of the text, viz. A, F, 
H, L, P, V, and W, the remainder being copies of one 
or other of those seven. | 


EDITIONS 


1556 C. Gesner (Zurich, F°). Ed. pr. 

1611 P. Gillius and C. Gesner (Geneva, 16°). 
1744 Abraham Gronovius (London, 4°). 
1784 J. E. G. Schneider (Leipzig, i 
1832 C. F. W. Jacobs (Jena, 8°). 

1858 RB. Hercher (Didot, Paris, la. 8°). 

1864 R. Hercher (Teubner, Leipzig, 8°). 


Gesner provided a parallel Latin translation which — 


was later revised by A. Gronovius and was reprinted 
‘n all editions down to 1858. The only translation 
into a modern language that I know of (but have not 
seen) is the German version by Jacobs (Stuttgart, 
1839-42). Gossen in 1935 announced that he had 
ready for press a fresh translation equipped with full 
notes, indexes, etc., but I have not been able to 


trace it. 
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ded€oTatos* Gd Kat Geods atdetoBar oide Kat 
odBew. 16 Sé Kat rots aAdyois peretval Twos 
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AELIAN 


ON THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF ANIMALS 


PROLOGUE 


Tuere is perhaps nothing extraordinary in the fact 
that man is wise and just, takes great care to provide 
for his own children, shows due consideration for his 
parents, seeks sustenance for himself, protects himself 
against plots, and possesses all the other gifts of 
nature which are his. For man has been endowed 
with speech, of all things the most precious, and has 
been granted reason, which is of the greatest help and 
use. Moreover, he knows how to reverence and wor- 
ship the gods. But that dumb animals should by 
nature possess some good quality and should have 
many of man’s amazing excellences assigned to them 
along with man, is indeed a remarkable fact. And to 
know accurately the special characteristics of each, 
and how living creatures also have been a source of 
interest no less than man, demands a trained in- 
telligence and much learning. Now J am well aware 
of the labour that others have expended on this 
subject, yet I have collected all the materials that I 
could; I have clothed them in untechnical language, 
and am persuaded that my achievement is a treasure 


2 <rad> add. Jac. 8 [éuav7] del. H. 
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dorrovSacrov exmovijoas mentarevKa. et € TH Kal 
dw davetra tabra Avorehf, xpyobe adrois * 
Stw Sé od daveira, caTw TH warpe OdArrew TE Kab 
mepieme * od yap mavTa méot KaAd, OBE aEta, 
SoKxe? orrovSdou mao mévra. et Sé emt moAdois 
rois mpwrois Kal oogois yeyovaper, pa coTw 
Cnutwa és 1 éawov 7 Tod xpovov Aijgus, eb TL Kat 
adrol omovdis dftov pdOnua mapexoysela Kat TH 
cbpéces TH mepurrorépg Kal TH Pwvy. — 
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far from negligible. So if anyone considers them 
profitable, let him make use of them; anyone who 
does not consider them so may give them to his father 
to keep and attend to. For not all things give 
pleasure to all men, nor do all men consider all 
subjects worthy of study. Although I was born later 
than many accomplished writers of an earlier day, the 
accident of date ought not to mulct me of praise, if 
I too produce a learned work whose ampler research 
and whose choice of language make it deserving of 


_gerious attention. 
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‘ ? 
Adrrew 76 elvas “EAAnves Te Kat DideAdnves. 


2. ‘O oxdpos méas péev Badarrias ovreiras Kat 
Bova: Aayvioraros Sé dpa ix®wv andvrev HY, 
kat % ye mpds 70 OfjAv dxdpectos emibupia adrp 
GAdoews aitia yiverar. Tatra obv ait® ovveyvw- 
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1 Gron: fevig. * edycav, 
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it is the home of many Shearwaters. These, it is said, 
neither harm the barbarians nor go near them. If 
however a stranger from Greece puts in to port, the 
birds by some divine dispensation approach, extend- 
ing their wings as though they were hands, to welcome 
and embrace the strangers. Andifthe Greeks stroke 
them, they do not fly away, but stay still and allow 
themselves to be touched; and if the men sit down, 
the birds fly on to their lap as though they had been 
invited to a meal. They are said to be the com- 
panions of Diomedes ® and to have taken part with 
him in the war against Ilium; though their original 
form was afterwards changed into that of birds, they 
nevertheless still preserve their Greek nature and 
their love of Greece. 3 


2. The Parrot Wrasse feeds upon seaweed and i oid 


wrack, and is of all fishes the most lustful, and its in- 
satiable desire for the female is the reason why it gets 
caught. Now skilful anglers are aware of this, and 
they set uponitin this way. Whenever they capture 
a female, they fasten a fine line of esparto to its lip 
and trail the fish alive through the sea, knowing as 
they do where the fish lie, their haunts, and where 


@ Mod. San Domenico, one of the three ‘ Isole di Tremiti,’ . 


about 15 mi. N of the ‘ spur ’ of Italy. 


> King of Argos; settled later in Daunia, where he died and 
was buried in Diomedea. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 2-3 


they assemble. They prepare a heavy leaden sinker 
round in shape and three fingers in length; a cord is 
passed through both ends, and it trails the captured 
fish after it. One of the men in the boat attaches to 
the side a weel with a wide mouth; the weelis then _ 
turned towards the captured Wrasse and slightly 
weighted with a stone of appropriate size. Where- 
upon the male Wrasses, like young men who have 

caught sight of a pretty girl, go in pursuit, mad with 

desire, each trying to outstrip the other and to reach 

her side and rub against her, just as love-sick men 

strive to kiss or tickle <a girl) or to play some other 

amorous trick. So then the man who is towing the 

female gently and slowly and planning to entrap <his 

fish, draws the lovers (as you might call them) with 

the loved one straight towards the weel. As soon as 

they come level with the weel, the angler lets the 

lead weight drop into it, and as it falls in it drags the 

female down with it by the line. And as the male 

Wrasses swim in with her, they are captured and pay 

the penalty for their erotic impulse. | 


3. The Mullet is one of those fishes that live in The Mullet 


pools and is believed to control its appetite and to 
lead a most temperate existence. For it never sets 
upon a living creature, but is naturally inclined to 
peaceful relations with all fish. If it comes across 
any dead fish, it makes its meal off that, but will not 
lay hold upon it until it has moved it with its tail: if 
the fish does not stir, it becomes the Mullet’s prey ; 
but if it moves, the Mullet withdraws. 


3 ¢igw MSS always. 4 Cobet: ldbw H. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 4-5 


4, As loyal men and true fellow-soldiers come to The 
one another’s aid, so do the fish which men skilled in “75 


sea-fishing call Anthias;* and their haunts are the 
sea. For instance, directly they are aware that a 
mate has been hooked, they swim up with all possible 
speed; then they set their back against him and by 
falling upon him and pushing with all their might 
try to stop him from being hauled in. : 
- Parrot Wrasses too are doughty champions of their T 
own kin. At any rate they rush forward and make 
haste to bite through the line in order to rescue the 
one that has been caught. And many a time have 
they cut the line and set him free, and they ask for no 
reward for life-saving. Many a time however they 
have not contrived to do this, but have failed in spite 
of having done all they could with the utmost zeal. 
And it has even happened, they say, that, when a 
Parrot Wrasse has fallen into the weel and has left 
his tail-part projecting, the others that are swimming 
around uncaught have fixed their teeth in him and 
have dragged their comrade out. If however his 
head was projecting, one of those outside offered his 
tail, which the captive grasped and followed. This, 
my fellow-men, is what these creatures do: their 
love is not taught, it is inborn. 


W 


‘he Parro 
jrasse 


5. Of the fish known as the ‘ Gnawer ’® its name The Gnawer 


and, what is more, its mouth declare its nature. Its 
teeth grow in an unbroken line and are numerous 
and so strong as to bite through anything that 
comes their way. Therefore, when taken with a 


* Unidentified. 
6 Perhaps the fox-shark; see Thompson, Gk. fishes, s.vv. 
dAdinn’, tpdkrys. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 5-6 


hook, it is the only fish that does not attempt to 
withdraw, but presses on in its eagerness to cut the 
line. Fishermen however counter this by a device: 
they have their hooks forged with a long shank. 
But the Gnawer, being a powerful jumper in its way, 
chiang oe above the shank, and cutting the hair-line 
that is drawing it, swims away agai 
where fish haunt. Useer ree enenntie 
It also gathers round it a shoal of its fellows and 
with them also makes an attack upon the Dolphins. 
And if one chance to get separated from the rest, 
the Gnawers surround it and then set upon the 
creature furiously, knowing as they do that the Dol- 
phin is by no means insensible to their bites. For 
the Gnawers cling most tenaciously to it, while the - 
Dolphin leaps upwards and plunges; and it shows 
how it is being tormented by the pain, for the 
Gnawers that have fastened upon it are lifted out of 
the water with it as it leaps. And while the Dolphin 
struggles to shake them loose and beat them off, 
they never relax their hold, but. would eat it alive. 
Then however when each Gnawer has bitten away 
a piece, they go off with their mouthful, and the 
Dolphin is thankful to swim away after having fed 
its uninvited guests (if one may so call them) to its 
own pain. - 


6. I am told that a dog fellin love with Glauce the ‘Animatsin 


harpist. Some however assert that it was not a dog 


but a ram, while others say it was a goose. And at belnes 


Soli in Cilicia a dog loved a boy of the name of 
Xenophon; at Sparta another boy in the prime of 
life by reason of his beauty caused a jackdaw to fall 
sick of love. | 
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7. Men say that the Jackal is most friendly dis- The Jackal 


posed to man, and whenever it happens to encounter a 

man, it gets out of his way as though from deference; 
but when it sees a man being injured by some other 
animal, it at once comes to his help. 


8. One Nicias unwittingly outdistanced his fellow Nici 
his hounds 


huntsmen and fell into a charcoal-burners’ furnace. 
But his hounds, which saw this happen, did not leave 
the spot, but at first remained whining and baying 
about the furnace, until at length, by Just daring to 
bite the clothes of passers-by gently and cautiously, 
they tried to draw them to the scene of the mishap, 
as though the hounds were imploring the men to 
come to their master’s help. One man at any rate 
seeing this, suspected what had occurred .and fol- 
lowed. He found Nicias burned to death in the 
furnace, and from the remains he guessed the truth. 


1 


as and 


9. The Drone, which is born among bees, hides The Drone 


itself among the combs during the day, but at night, 
when it observes that the bees are asleep, it invades 


their work and makes havoe in the hives. When the - 


bees realise this (most of them are asleep, being 
thoroughly tired, though a few are lying in wait for 
the thief), directly they catch him they beat. him, 
not violently, and thrust him out and cast him forth 
into exile. Yet even so the Drone has not learnt his 
lesson, for he is naturally slothful and greedy—two 


bad qualities! So he secretes himself outside the’ 


combs and later, when the bees fly forth to their 
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feeding-grounds, pushes his way in and does what is 


natural to him, cramming himself and plundering the | 


bees’ treasure of honey. But they on returning from 
their pasturage, directly they encounter him, no 
longer beat him with moderation nor merely put him 
to flight, but fall upon him vigorously and make an 
end of the thief. The punishment which he suffers 
none can censure: he pays for his gluttony and 
voracity with his life. 

This is what bee-keepers say, and they convince me. 


10. Even among Bees there are some which are 
lazy, though they do not resemble drones in their 
habits, for they neither damage the combs nor have 
designs upon the honey, but feed themselves on the 
flowers, flying abroad and accompanying the others. 
But though they have no skill in the making and the 
gathering of honey, at any rate they are not com- 
pletely inactive, for some fetch water for their king 
and for their elders, while the elders themselves 
attend upon the king and have been set apart to 
form his bodyguard. Meanwhile others of them have 
this for their task: they carry the dead bees out of 
the hive. For it is essential that their honeycombs 
should be clean, and they will not tolerate a dead 
bee in the hive. Others again keep watch by night, 
and their duty is to guard the fabric of honeycombs 
as though it were some tiny city. 


11. Aman may tell the age of Bees in the follow- Bees 
err 


ing way. Those born in the current year are glisten- 
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ing and are the colour of olive oil; the older ones are 
rough to the eye and to the touch and appear 
wrinkled with age. They have however greater 
experience and skill, time having instructed them in 
the art of making honey. They have too the faculty 
of divination, so that they know in advance when rain 
and frost are coming. And whenever they reckon 
that either or both are on their way, they do not 
extend their flight very far, but fly round about their 
hives as though they would be close to the door. 
It is from these signs that bee-keepers augur the 
approach of stormy weather and warn the farmers. 
And yet Bees are not so afraid of frost as they are 
of heavy rain and snow. Often they fly against the 
wind, carrying between their feet a small pebble of 
such size as is easy to carry when on the wing. 
This is a device which they use to ballast themselves 
against a contrary wind, and particularly so that the 
breeze may not deflect them from their path. 


12. Even among fishes there are many kinds 
which know how strong is love, for that god, powerful 
as he is, has not ignored and disdained even the 
creatures that dwell below in the depths of the ocean. 
One at any rate that pays service to this god is the 
Mullet, but not every species, only that to which 
men who have observed the different species of fish 
have given a name derived from its sharp snout. 
These, I am told, are caught in great numbers round 
about the Gulf of Achaia, and there are’ various ways 
of catching them. But the following method of 
capture proves how madly amorous they are. 
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Onparh rhv aipeeicay wpaiav TE elvat Kal €0 


¢ a @ ‘ , ee Se, / 
YKOVOGY OapPKWYV, tva Kab aTAELOUS €7T GUTHV OpphyGw- 


~ a é > 4 

ow, Td THs pas épodrkdy SéAcap AaBovres. et de 
, ‘ 

doapxos in, of woAAol diepppovycavres WYOVTO 
emévres: 6oTtg Sé adr&v core Sdoepws, ovK 


~. 3 ~ lon 
 GmadAdrrerat, od TH Opa, pa Ala, adda 7H tis 


pi€ews 700m SeSovdAwperos. 


13. *Hoav 3é¢ dpa Kat owdpovety ixOdes ayabor. 
6 yoov airvaios otrw Aeydpevos, emav TH éavTod 
cuvvdpe olovel yaperh Tue avvdvacbeis KAnpwon~ 
rat 76 A€xyos, GAAns ody amrTeTaL, Kal od deirat 
cupPoraiey és miatwv, ob mpouxds, ovdE pnp dédoiKe 
kaxdoews Sixnv 6 airvatos, od8é aidetrar Lodwve.. 
& vdpor yevvator Kat moddcepvot,* ots axdAaorTot 
dvOpwrot obk aidodvrar pi meWeobar. 


2 Reiske: éx-. 


8 A 3 a 
Kara Thy vig. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 12-13 


A fisherman catches a female Mullet and fastens it now caught 


to a long rod or a cord (this too must be long); as he: 


walks slowly along the sea-shore he draws the fish, 
swimming and gasping, after him. In his footsteps 
there follows one with a net, and this net-fisherman 


‘watches diligently to see what is going to happen 


and where. So the female Mullet is towed along, 
and all the males that catch sight of her, like (one 
might say) licentious youths ogling a beautiful girl 
as she hurries by, come swimming up, mad with 
sexual desire. Thereupon the man with the net 
casts it and frequently has good luck, thanks to the 
urgent lust of the fish that approach. It is essential 
for the first fisherman’s purpose that the captured 
female should be at her prime and well-fleshed, so 
that a greater number may be ardent after her and 
may take the bait which her enticing beauty offers. 
But should she be lean, most of them will scorn her 


and go away. Still, if any one of them is madly in 


love, he will not leave her, because he has been 
enslaved not by her beauty (that I will swear) but 
by his desire for sexual intercourse. 


13. It seems however that fish are also models of The 


continence. At any rate when the ‘ Etna-fish ’,* as *Etna-fish ’ 


it is called, pairs with its mate as with a wife and 
achieves the married state, it does not touch another 
female; it needs no covenants to maintain its 
fidelity, no dowry; it even stands in no fear of an 
action for ill-usage, nor is Solon® to it a name of 
dread. What noble laws, how worthy of veneration! 
-__And man, the libertine, feels no scruple at dis- 
obeying them. 


@ Unidentified. ’ See 2. 42 n. 
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14. Kocoddw Sé 1@ Oadarrin 7On re Kai SvaTpt- | 


at af mérpar Kat at onpayywoes trodpomai. 
apotor Sé obra: Exacros moAAds, Kai TOY Omdyv 
otovel Oadduwv <rais>4 vipdais adgiorarrar. Kal 
robro pev 76 Tod ydpov Opunrixdy Kai 76 és ToAhas 
yew Thy éppiy veveunnerny pains * av elvor tpv- 
dadvrev és ebviv BapBdpwv Kai, ws ay etros ody 
made orrovddoas, Biov Mnducdv te Kai Hepouxor. 
Zor, Sé iyOdwv CndoruTa@taros Kai rHv addws 
uév,? obx yxvora Sé Gray at vipat TiKTwWOW aUTH. 
ef Sé Aapupdrepov taba TH Karaxpjoe* Tav 
évopdruv eipytat, Sidwow ht Ta x Tis pdoews 
mparrépeva Tv TOV TootTwv efovoiay. ai pev 
yop Odivev 35n Teipdpevan hpepobot Te Kat evdov 
pevovow, 6 dé appv, ota. Symov ‘yaperns, mepiOupav 
ras émBovdas duvdAdrre tas eEwlev poBw Tav 
Boedav. eouce yap Kat TA puja yevvapeva prrety 
kat Séer marpiuc@ dAioKdpevos evredbev oppwoetv 
Syn, kal Suypepeder pev ext rH ppovpd mdvrwy 
dyevoros, Kat 7 ppovris atrdv tpeper- SetAns de 
éylas yevouévns apeirar tis avayKns Thode, Kal 
uaoreder tpodiv, Kal od druvxet adris. Kat 
éxdorn 5& dpa edploxer Tay évdov, eire em wWdtow 
eln etre H5n Aexad, punia woAAd Tav €v Tails orats 
Kab Tepl TAS TETAS, & ot Setmvev é€oTw. 


15. "EmPovredew® Kooodpp® Sewds dAteds 
? / ? f 4 4 +. 3 fA 
édappdoas dykiorpm pdodvBdov Papvy Kat eveipas 


r@ aynlotpy Kapida peyddyy Kabinor 76 dédcap. 


1 ¢rais> add. H. 2 dainv most MSS. 
8 anvddaAws A, cat ddAws ev ody most MSS, 
4 Kayser: xpdace.. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 14-15 


14. The Wrasse has its haunts and resorts among The Wrasse 


the rocks and near cavernous burrows. The males 
all have many wives and resign the hollow places, as 
though they were women’s chambers, to their brides. 
This refinement in their mating, and the propensity 
which they enjoy for having many wives one might 
describe as characteristic of barbarians who luxuriate 
in the pleasures of the bed, and (if one may jest on 
serious subjects) as living like the Medes and Per- 
sians. It is of all fishes the most jealous at all times, 
but especially when its wives are producing their 
young. (If by excessive use of these expressions 
I make my discourse too wanton, the facts of 
nature permit me to do things of that sort.) So the 
females which are actually facing the strain of birth- 
pangs remain quiet in their homes, while the male, 
after the manner of a husband, stays about the 
entrance to prevent any mischief from outside, being 
anxious for his offspring. For it seems that he loves 
even those that are yet unborn, and it is his fatherly 
concern that causes him these early fears; he even 
spends the whole day without touching food: his care 
sustains him. But as the afternoon grows late, he 
relinquishes his forced watch and seeks for food, 
which he does not fail to find. But of course each of 
the females within, whether in the act of giving birth 
or after it, finds a quantity of seaweed in the hollow 


places and about the rocks, and this is their meal. 


15. A fisherman who is skilled in angling a Wrasse The Wrasse, 


fastens a heavy piece of lead to his hook, wraps 
round it a large prawn, and drops the bait. And then 


5 Jac: émpBovAedwv. 6 xooovdou Ojpa. 
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KaL © pev brrokivet THY Oppudy eyetpav TE KGL 
Onyow € ES THY Tpopny TO Ojpop.a, 1  Kapis Sé xuvov- 
pevyn eira pevror bday Twa amooreMet peMovons 
€s Tas Omas Tas TOO Kocovdov maptevat. TD Oé 
cpa. ToOTO exJvorov" Kat dtd. Taira aicdavopevos, 
ws exet Fupod,* & ieTat apaviCew THY exDiorny ® (od 
yap ot prec THS yaoTpos THviKadra), Kat ovvOAd-~ 
cas avriy amadAarreTat, TpoTyULOTEpoYV TpOdTS Kat 
mpeoBvrepov TO pa KATaKouLioas Ty dvdakhy memmt- 
OTEVKQS elva. Tt&v dé aAAwy Tay TE perry tv 
MpoomuMTOVvTe@y éabiety, drofAdoas ctra ELaceE 
KetoBau Kal iow TeOnKos,,® ef adrob Tpodyet 707. 
ot 5é OyjAets xooovgor, EWS pee dppeva op@ct m™po- 
aomilovTa, ws av Elrols, WEVOVGLY EVOOV Kal TO 
THS olKoupias Pvdarrovor oxXHua: oTav be apave- 
oF, aAvovaw aide, mpodyet TE adras Kab ebayer 7 n 
abupio, Kat evrabta cahuKact. Ti mpos Tatra 
<oi> + mounTar Aéyouow ot TH Te Edddvnv jpiv 
. THY "Igidos Kat tHv “AAknoriw riv IleAiov waida 
evdogws Opvdotivres ®; 


16. Tlarnp sé é&v iyddow 6 ydatixos olds éore. 
Ta yevvwopeva €K THS Guvvdoyou mapadvdAdrre: ® 


Too Bupod. 

adavilew THY exdiorny | vopivwy éxOpav. 
reOqKos 6 OTE UN OTrTaipe. 

<ot> add. Jac. 

Haupt: @pnvoivres. 

6 Schn: mapadvAdrrerat. 


a pm od 


¢ Evadne, wife of Capaneus, one of the ‘Seven against 
Thebes.” He was slain by Zeus, and when his body was on 
the funeral pyre, E. leapt into the flames and perished at his 
side. 
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ON ANIMALS I. 15-16 


he moves the line a little, rousing and egging on his 
prey to take the food, while the prawn by its move- 
ment conveys the impression that it intends to enter 


‘the Wrasse’s den. Now this the Wrasse greatly 


resents, and therefore, as soon as he observes it, he 
longs, such is his fury, to demolish the object of 
his abhorrence, for he is not thinking of his appetite 
at the moment; and when he has-crushed it, he. 
moves off, considering it more honourable and more 
important that the watchman should not be caught 
napping than that he should be fed. But when he 
intends to eat any other creature that comes his way, 
he crushes it lightly and then lets it lie. As soon as 
he sees that it is dead, then at length he nibbles 
at it. But the female Wrasses, so long as they see 
the male acting as their shield, so to say, ‘ remain 
within and with the care of their household’ are 
occupied. If however the male disappears, they 
become distraught; their despondency leads them 
to venture forth, and then they are caught. 

What have the poets to say to this—our poets who 
are for ever extolling Evadne,* the daughter of 


Iphis, and Alcestis,? the daughter of Pelias ? | 


16. Among fishes the ‘ Blue-grey’¢ is a model The 
father. He maintains a strenuous watch over his ; fish Beaty 


> Alcestis, wife of Admetus, undertook to die in ines of her 
ee but was rescued by Heracles from the clutches of 

ea 

° Not certainly identified. 
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icyupds, tva avemBovAcuTd Te Kal aowh 7. Kal 
€ws prev daidpa Kal £m Séovs Siaviyerat, o de 
THv pooupay ovK arroAmravet, GAAG, TH} wev ovpayel, 
nh dé ov, Tadrnv 5é mapaviyerae THY mAeupay 1 
éxeiyny: éav Sé tt Seton THv + vytiov, 6 5é yavov 
éoeddéaro 76 Bpédos:*® eita tod pdoBou mapadpa- 
udvros TOV KoTapuyovTa avemel olov edéfaTo, Kal 
éxelvos maAw viyerat. 


“~ ? 4 
17. Kdwv dé Oadarria texotoa eye ovvveovra 
4 7 ” ‘ 3 > 3 rn ; oA be 
7a oxvaddkia Hon Kal odk és avaPodas. €av de 
3 / > 4 
Selon Tt ToUTwWY, és THY pnrépa éoédv avis Kata 
> vn , + Oy 
76 apOpov’ «ita Tod déovs mapadpapovros TO dé 
x t > 
mpdelow, MoTEp ody avaTiKTOpEvoV adbts. 


18. @avudlovow dvpwror tas yvvaikas as 
dyav duroréxvous: op@ Sé ért Kal Tebvewrww vidv 
7 Ovyarépwv elnoay pnrépes, Kal TH ypovy Tob 
mabous etAjdact AjOnv ris AdaNS pepapaopeErys. 
SeAdis Sé dpa Ofdus PidoTeKvdraros és TA EoXaTa 


\ 4 4 4 

Chwv éori. tixres pev yap dvo .. oTav d€ 

“a : + oA ad f bh) ~ 

ddveds 7) tpwHon Tov maida adris TH tpraivn 7 TH 
> oF , 

aids Badly. . 2% ev ais Ta Gvw TETPHTAL, KaL 


evita oxoivos pakpa abhi, ol de oyioL €oduvTes 
éyovrat To Oypds. Kal ews pev" ert pwns © 
SeAdis 6 Tpavyarias pereiAnye, yard é nparhs 
THv axolvor, va py ToTE apa vio Tis Bias a.7rop- 
 phéy adriv, Kal yévyntat ot dvo0 Kaka, eEXwv TE 
anérOn tiv aida 6 deAdis Kat aOypia aepiméon 


L Seton tdv te. H. 
~ ~ 7 
2 kal avveide rhv airiav add. L, del. H. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 16-18 


mate's offspring, to ensure that they are not attacked 
or injured. And all the while that they are swim- 
ming the sea happily and without fear he never 
relaxes his vigilance, and sometimes brings up the 


rear and sometimes does not, but swims by them now 


on this side now on that. And if any of his young is 
afraid, he opens his mouth and takes the baby in. 
Later, when its fear has passed, he disgorges the one 
that took refuge exactly as he received it, and it 
resumes its swimming. 


17. Directly the Dog-fish has produced its young, The Dog- 


it has them swimming by its side, and there is no 
delay. But if any one of them is afraid, it slips back 
into its mother’s womb. Later, when its fear has 
passed, it emerges, as though it were being born 
again. | 


18. Men admire women for their devotion to The Dolphin 


their children, yet I observe that mothers whose sons 
or whose daughters have died, continued to live and 
in time forgot their sufferings, their grief having 


abated. But the female Dolphin far surpasses all 


creatures in its devotion to its offspring. It pro- 
duces two....And when a fisherman either 
wounds a young Dolphin with his harpoon or strikes 
it with his barb ... The barb is pierced at the 
upper end, and a long line is fastened to it, while 
the barbs sink in and hold the fish. So long as the 
wounded Dolphin still has any strength, the fisher- 
man leaves the line slack, so that the fish may not 
break it by its violence, and so that he himself may 
not incur a double misfortune through the Dolphin 





3 Lacunae. 4 yey ddydr. 
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adres: OTaV O€ aicOnrar KapovTa. Kal TOs Tapel- 
puévov ex Tob _Tpataros NOUN T Trop: abriy dye 
Thy vadv, aut eye THY dypav. 4 Se pyTHp odK 
oppwdet TO mpaxber, oboe avaorédeTar dcioaca, 
aA’ daroppytw poet TO m0 Tob mau8os emer au 
Kal deiwara orroca. dO éheis el emdyous, 7 6€ ovK 


exrrharrerat, TOV Talon OVX drropevovea dmolumety 


ev Tals povais A evra, a.AAd, Kal eK xetpos avTHnV 
TaTaéae mdpeoriy- ovTws opoce Ywpet Tots Baa- 
Aovow, woTep ody apuvovpery. Kal eK ToUTw 
ouvahioxerat TO TOLOL, owbivas To,pov Kab ame) 
Dety avriy. ei Se Cpa Td EKYOVG. org mapeln, 
Kab vorcere retp@ovat TOV ETEPOV Kat ayeoOar, as 
mpoetmov, Sucbret Tov oAdK An pov Kab dmehadver Thy 
TE odpav 3 émiceiovoa Kal daxvovos. TQ oTOpatt, 
Kat pvod puonid Te aonuov * per, A dvvaTat, 
ovvOnua dé THs guy iis evdbobicn. owrnpiov Kal O 
pev amTaNAarreTat, pevet dé adtn ® gor av aipeb7, 
Kal cuvarobvjoKces TH éadwKorte. 


19. ‘O Bots 6 Paddrrios ev TAB TiKTETOL, Kal 
éorw €€ woivwy Bpdxuoros, yiverar | dé €x Bpa- 
peyloros. Kab TO, pev dio THY vn dvv 
AeuKes ert, Ta VOTA SE Kal TO mpdcwmov Kal Tas 
mAEeupas pedas ewds.” oToua, O€ adTa@ epure~ 


| pure OpKpor, ot (O€ ddovres, pepvKoros 8 obk dy 


adrovs iSous: gore Sé° pjniotos Kal mAardraros. 


1 3 3 LA 
Tots dovots. apLUvopLevn. 


3 +H Te ovpa. 
4 Reiske : puojpare GORY. 
5 Schn: airy. 
6 Boaxtratos . . . Tob Bpaxtorov. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 18-19 


escaping with the barb and himself failing to catch 
anything. As soon as he perceives that the fish is 
tiring and is somewhat weakened by the wound, he 
gently brings his boat near and lands his catch. But 


the mother Dolphin is not scared by what has 


occurred nor restrained by fear, but by a mysterious 
instinct follows in her yearning for her child. And 
though one confront her with terrors never so great, 

she is still undismayed, and will not endure to desert 
her young one which has come to a bloody end; 

indeed, it is even possible to strike her with the hand, 
so close does she come to the hunters, as though she 
would beat them off. And so it comes about that 
she is caught along with her offspring, though she 
could save herself and escape. But if both her off- 
spring are by her, and if she realises that one has 


-been wounded and is being hauled in, as I said 


above, she pursues the one that is unscathed and 
drives it away, lashing her tail and biting her little 
one with her mouth; and she makes a blowing sound 
as best she can, indistinct, but giving the signal to 
flee, which saves it. So the young Dolphin escapes, 
while the mother remains until she is caught and dies 
along with the captive. 


19. The Horned Ray is born in the mud, and The Hornea 
though at the time of birth it is very small, it grows ree 


from that size to be enormous. Its belly beneath is 
white; its back, its head, and its sides are a deep 


black; its mouth however is small, and its teeth— 
when it opens its mouth, you cannot see them. 





? dewds Kat advadkis €or. 


8 Jac: pepuKdres. 
9 A fa 
dé Kat. 
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ouretras prev odv Kal Tov iyOd3wy moAdovs, adoro. 
Sé capkav avOpwretwy éobieov drepyderar. ovvowe 
Sé atT@ dre pwynv ievords €or, wove de emlap- 
pel TH peyelea. Kat dua todro oray ion Twa 7 
yyy duevov 7 Orrobudpevor | év rats HdpoOnpiats, peTE- 
wpiaas é€avTov Kal émiKupTmoas emwhyerat ot? 
Bapds dvw éyKeipnevds te Kat méCwv Kat erapTOv 


) “ fA 3 ¢€ 7 4 ~ ~ n~ a 
ELjLa, Tt, UTTEPTFETATAS TO Tav OWL TH detraim 


e 4 > ~ ld A > ~ 

s oréynv, avadivat te Kal avamvedoar kwAvwv 
f rr = / “A 

adrov. ovKobty émoyelevros of Tod mvedpaTos, oO 


g ; = > f > @ 4 € 5 \ 4 vw ~ 
prev, ola, ELKOS, ATOUVY}OKEL, O OE ELTTEGWY EXEL TNS 


mapapovis puobov 6 pddsora, Atyveder * detmvov. 


20. Ta nev dAAa Tv MDOuKdv ° [dpvéwr] ® edorope? 


; n~ f 

Kat TH yAdtrn Pb0éyyerat Sixnv avOpwdmov: ot dé 

rérruyes Kata TH iEdv ciot AadioraToL. Kal ovTody- 

\ ao ) ‘4 ‘ Oe > ¢ - >. AHO 

Tat pev tHS Spdcov, Ta de €€ Ew es mrANfovoav 
> \ ~ ”~ 

dyopay otwmdow, yAtov dé dmapxopevov Tijs 

: ~ 4 > ~ “~ 

axpns, Tov e& éavTadv pedidot xéhadov, ptAdzovot 

Twes ws dv elrrots yopevTai, bmep Kehadys Kat 
al ? A ~ “~ 

TOV TapaveLovTWY Kal TOV 60@. xpwpevwv Kat 
~ 3 ~ 

TOV auwvTwy KaTddovTes. Kal TodTO peEv TO 

4 v “ ele e / 4 A 
diAdpovoov edwKe Tois dppeow 7 pvos: TérTiE de 
OnAcva ddwvds €ort, Kal €ouce ovwrdy Sixynv vogdns 


aidouperns. 


21. ‘Ydarrixnny Kat tadaciay tHv Oeov rH 
a ; 

"Epyavnv éemwvofjoat pacw dvOpwrot Hv dé apax- 
- A > ; 
viv % dvows cody és toroupyiay ednurovpynce. 
Kal ptAoreyvel od Kata pipnpa,’ odde efwlev 
1 Jrrodvdpuevov Post, cp. 1. 44, wovodpevov Mss, H. 

2 4 4 3 ya) 3 fa 
ot Kat edA0xXa. Jac: separ. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 19-21 


Further, it is exceedingly long and flat. While on 
the one hand it feeds upon a great number of fish, 
yet its chief delight is to eat the flesh of man. It is 
conscious of its very small strength: only its great 
size gives it courage. Hence when it sees a man 
swimming or diving to catch something in the water, 
it rises and arching its body attacks him, pressing 
upon him from above with all its weight; and while 
causing terror to fasten upon him, the Ray extends 
all its body over the wretched man like a roof and 
prevents him from reaching the surface and breath- 
ing. When therefore his breathing is arrested, the 
man naturally dies, and the Ray falls upon him and 
in the feast which it most greedily desires reaps the 
reward of its persistence. 


20. All other songsters sing sweetly and use their The Cicada 


tongue to utter, as men do, but Cicadas produce 
their incessant chatter from their loins. They feed 
upon dew, and from dawn until about midday remain | 
silent. But when the sun enters upon his hottest 
period, they emit their characteristic clamour—in- 
dustrious members of a chorus, you might call them 
—and from above the heads of shepherds and 
wayfarers and reapers their song descends. This 
love of singing Nature has bestowed upon the males, 
whereas the female Cicada is mute and appears as 
silent as some shamefast maiden. | _ 


91. Men say that it was the goddess Ergane who 
invented weaving and spinning, but it was Nature 
that trained the Spider to weave. The practice of 
its craft is not due to any imitation, nor does it 


” 





5 Bochart: "Ivéixdév. 


4 Reiske: dwuxveve. 
? Reiske: vijya. 


8 (épvéwr] del. Warmington. 
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AaBaver <7o>1 via, adn’ ex THS olKelas ynBios 
TOUS ptrous efdyovoa elra, jeevrot Tots Kovgous TOV 
mryvav Onparpa._ dmodaiver, ws Sucrva exTreT ov 
vioau. Kat dv av eupaiver Tapa THs: yaoTpos 
AaBotca,* Oud TOVOE exeivqy eEKTpepes avy pia Ep- 
yotoa, ws kat Tov yuvaucey TOS padvoro. evYELpas 


Kal vio. doKnTov EK TOV OL Sewas p27) cvrurrapa.- | 


| BaMeobas- veviknke yap TH AewTéTynTL Kal a 


Tpixa. 


22. BaBvAwviovs TE KGL Xahdacovs codods 7a 
ovpavia gdovow of ovyypageis: pvpynkes dé oure 
és ovpavev dvaBX€zrovres ore 3 ras Tob penvos 
Tpepas ert SaxtTUAwy apiOpeiy € EXOVTES Opens O@pov 
€K picews cihnxaoe Trapadogov: Th yap TLE PO. TOO 
pNVvos TH ved, Eow Tis EavTa@V oreyns oixoupodor, 
Thy omy obx BrepBaivovres aAAd arpewodrTes. 


23. Oiria TH capyS TH iyOvu mérpas* re Kat 
Onpayyes, éxouoat pevrou ‘Siacddyas puxpas,® cbs 
avy iy jAiov 6 Kariévat Kat Peres drromysmAdvat 
Tas Siaordoets TOOOE* Xaipovor yap of oapyol 
dwrt wey mavti, Tis de ductivos Tob 7Atov Kat 
peaddov Subdow. oixobar de ev TavT@ oAdot: 
diaira dé adrois Kat 70n? Ta THs Oaddrrns 
Bpdyn, Kal TH yh yerTuidor pada dopweves. 
rdodar Sé mus 8 alyas loxupas. €ay yoby mAnotov 
Tis Oovos vEeLomevany ) Kid peas 7 Sevrépas ev 
TH Oadrdrrn Pavij, ot d¢ dopevws mpooveovat Kat 

1 ro» add. H. 8 Reiske : Axovcs.. 


° ovde. « 4 aérpa. 
5 muxpds Kat Tas Stacrdces, v.1. p. Kat dueordécas. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 21-23 


obtain spinning matter from any external source, but 
produces the threads from its own belly and then 
contrives snares for flimsy winged creatures, spread- 
ing them like nets; and it derives its nourishment 
from the same material that it extracts from its belly 
and weaves. It is so extremely industrious that not 
even the most dextérous women, skilled at elaborat- 
ing wrought yarn, can be compared to it: its web is 
thinner than hair. 


22. Historians praise the Babylonians and Chal- The Ant 


daeans for their knowledge of the heavenly bodies. 
But Ants, though they neither look upwards to the 
sky nor are able to count the days of the month on 
their fingers, nevertheless have been endowed by 
Nature with an extraordinary gift. Thus, on the 
first day of the month they stay at home indoors, 
never quitting their nest but remaining quietly 
within. , 


23. The fish known as the Sargue has its home The Sargue 


among rocks and hollows, which however have in 
them narrow clefts so that the rays of the sun can 
penetrate within and fill these fissures with light. 
For Sargues like all the light there is, but have an 
even greater craving for the sunbeams. They live 
in great numbers in the same place, and their usual 
haunts are the shallows of the sea, and they particu- 
larly like to be near the land. For some reason they 


have a strong affection for goats. At any rate if the 


shadow of one or two goats feeding by the sea-shore 


fall upon the water, they swim in eagerly and spring 


8 HAlov TE. ? édy. 8 mws tav dddyanv. 
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Sé dvéxyerat Tob vupdiov Kat Avie? odd Ev. Orav 
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1 Abresch: mpoo-. 
4 §. Breropévns ws aiyds, 


3 ¢8é) add. H. 
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up as though for joy, and in their desire to touch the 
goats they leap out of the water, though they are 
not in a general way given to leaping. And even 
when swimming below the waves they are sensible 
of the goats’ smell, and for delight in it press in to 
be near them. Now since they are thus love-sick, 
the object of their love is the means of their capture. 


Thus, a fisherman wraps himself in a goatskin which how caught 


has been flayed with the horns. Stalking his prey, 
the hunter gets the sun behind him and then sprinkles 
on the water beneath which the aforesaid fish live, 


_barley-groats soaked in broth of goats’ flesh. And 


the Sargues, attracted by the aforesaid smell as 
though by some charm, approach and eat the barley- 
groats and are fascinated by the goatskin. And 
the man catches them in numbers with a stout 
hook and a line of white flax attached not to a 
reed but to arod of cornel-wood. For it is essential 
to haul in the fish that has taken the bait very 
quickly so as to avoid disturbing the others. They 
are even to be caught by hand, if by gently 
stroking the spines, which they raise in self-pro- 
tection, from the head downwards one can lay them, 
or by pressure draw the fish out of the rocks 
into which they thrust themselves to avoid being 
seen. 


24,.The male Viper couples with the female by vipers ana 


wrapping himself -round her. And she allows her 
mate to do this without resenting it at all.” When 
however they have finished their act of love, the 
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Kat ot Oaddrriot KdvOapot. yivovrar Sé év ois 
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Kal é€oTw 6 aywv ovy trép moMdv, ws Tois 
1 ¢xara> add. H, 2 kar’ abrd, v.l. kara Tabrd. : 
8 Aewpots H after Jac. | 


* Orestes slew his mother Clytemnestra in revenge for her 
having slain his father Agamemnon.—Alemaeon slew his 
mother Eriphyle who had ‘brought about the death of his 
father Amphiaraus. | | Pe 
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bride in reward for his embraces repays her husband 


with a treacherous show of affection, for she fastens 
on his neck and bites it off, head and all. So he dies, 
while she conceives and becomes pregnant. But she 
produces not eggs but live young ones, which imme- 
diately act in accordance with their nature at its 
worst. At any rate they gnaw through their 
mother’s belly and forthwith emerge and avenge 
their father. 

What then, my dramatist friends, have your 
Oresteses * and your Alemaeons to say to this? | 


25. Should you this year set eyes on a male Hyena, 
next year you will see the same creature as a female ; 


The Hyena 


conversely, if you see a female now, next time you 


will see a male. They share the attributes of 
both sexes and are both husband and wife, chang- 
ing their sex year by year. So then it is not 
through extravagant tales but by actual facts 
that this animal has made Caeneus ® and Teiresias 
old-fashioned. - 


96. As men fight for beautiful women, so do 
animals fight for their females, goats with goats, bulls 


The Black 
Sea-bream 


with bulls, and rams with their rivals in love for. 


sheep. Even the Black Sea-bream wax wanton for 
their females. They are born in what men call 


rough places, and are jealous, and one may see them 


fighting vigorously for their females. And they do 
not contend for several, in the way that Sargues do, 


> Caeneus, originally a girl named Caenis, was changed by 
Poseidon into a man; after death he resumed his female 
form. Teiresias likewise changed his sex twice, but the Hyena 


does this every year. 
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but each for its own mate, just as Menelaus fought 
for his wife with Paris. 


27. The Octopus feeds first on one thing and then 
on another, for it is terribly greedy and for ever 
plotting some evil, the reason being that it is the 
most omnivorous of all sea-animals. The proof of 
this is that, should it fail to catch anything, it eats 
its own tentacles, and by filling its stomach so, finds 
a remedy for the lack of prey. Later it renews its 
missing limb, Nature seeming to provide this as a 
ready meal in times of famine. | 


28. A horse’s carease is the breeding-place of The Wasp, 
Wasps. For as the carcase rots, these creatures fly generated — 


out of the marrow: the swiftest of animals begets 
winged offspring: the horse, Wasps. 


99. The Owl is a wily creature and resembles a The Ow! 


witch. And when captured, it begins by capturing 
its hunters. And so they carry it about like a pet 
or (I declare) like a charm on their shoulders. By 
night it keeps watch for them and with its call that 
sounds like some incantation it diffuses a subtle, 
soothing enchantment, thereby attracting birds to 
settle near it. And even in the daytime it dangles 
before the birds another kind of lure to make fools of 
them, putting on a different expression at different 
times; and all the birds are spell-bound and remain 
stupefied and seized with terror, and a mighty terror 
too, at these transformations. 
| | 


3 <4> add. H. 4 Kal Tobro. 
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detlaiw Onparh ra KévTpa, Kat EAKobrTai of ra 
evoov Kat avoidnoarvta alua exBdAder woAd Kal 
amomviyet, Kat Kawdrata Srjrov amoKreivaca 
avypnrat. 
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podot Kat dpxrou Kat AvKot Kal mapdot Kat Adovres: 
qv dé vorTpiya aKotw Taira pev ovK exe, ov 
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30. The Basse is a victim of the Prawn and is in- 
clined to be (if I may be allowed the jest) the greatest 
gourmet among fish. So being lake-dwellers they 


lie in wait for the lake Prawns. These are of three 


kinds: the first are such as J have already mentioned ; 
the second subsist on seaweed, while the third kind 
live on the rocks. Being incapable of self-defence 
against the Basse, they prefer to die along with it. 


‘And I shall not hesitate to use the word ‘ stratagem’ 


ofthem. For instance, directly they realise that they 
are being caught, these precious creatures adroitly 
turn outwards the projecting portion of their head, 
which resembles the beak of a trireme and is exceed- 
ingly sharp and has moreover notches in it-like a 
saw, and spring and leap lightly and nimbly about. 


But the Basse opens its mouth wide, and the flesh 


of its throat is tender. So the Basse seizes the 
exhausted Prawn and fancies that.it is going to 
make a meal of it. The Prawn however in this 


ample space gambols about and dances in triumph, 


so to say, over the Basse’s throat. Then it plants its 
spikes in its unfortunate pursuer, whose inward 
parts are thereby lacerated, so that they swell up 
and discharge much blood and choke the Basse, until 
in most novel fashion the slayer is himself slain. 


31. Strength of claws and sharpness of fangs make 


bears, wolves, leopards, and lions bold, whereas the 


Porcupine, which (I am told) has not these advan- 


_tages, none the less has not been left by Nature 


destitute of weapons wherewith to defend itself. 
For instance, against those who would attack it with 
intent to harm it discharges the hairs on its body, 


like javelins, and. raising the bristles on its back, 
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Chow abr&v. Képara b€ Ta éavrod 6 KdpaBos 
aveyeipas Kat Oupwheis és adrd, mpoxadcirat pv- 
pawav.® odtxoty 4 pev tod avrimdidov Ta KévTpa, 
60a ot mpopéBAnrat, Taira odK évvootca KaTa- 
ddxver’ o dé Tas xNAas olovel yelpas mpoTeivas, 
THs Sépns map EeKaTepa eyKpaTas éydpuevos ov 
peBinow: % 5é aoydAAer Kat cavTiv éXirTer Kat 
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1 Triller: aipety. 
2 adroit corrupt, H. 
3 uw. Kal ws elvat Kata yovaixa wpyiaperyy. 
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frequently makes a good shot. And these hairs leap 


forth as though sped from a bowstring. 


32. Enmity and inborn hate are a truly terrible Mutual 
affliction and a cruel disease when once they have yous,” 
sunk deep into the heart even of brute beasts, and snd Gr a 
nothing can purge them away. For instance, the i 
Moray loathes the Octopus, and the Octopus is the 
enemy of the Crayfish, and to the Moray the Cray- 
fish is most hostile. The Moray with its sharp teeth 
cuts through the tentacles of the Octopus, and then Moray and 
boring into its stomach does the same thing—and °?"s 
very properly, for the Moray swims, while the 
Octopus is like some creeping thing. And even 
though it changes its colour to that of the rocks, 
even this artifice seems to avail it nothing, for the 
Moray is quick to perceive the creature's stratagem. 

As to the Crayfish, the Octopuses strangle them Octopus an 
with their grip, and when they have succeeded in ~~ ue 
killing them, they suck out their flesh. But against 
the Moray the Crayfish raises its horns and with Morey and 
fury in them challenges it. Thereupon the Moray “%** 
imprudently tries to bite the prickles which its 
adversary has thrust forward in self-defence. But 
the Crayfish reaches out its claws like two hands, and 
clinging firmly to the Moray’s throat on either side, 
never relaxes its hold, while the Moray in its distress 
writhes and transfixes itself on the points of the Cray- 
fish’s shell; and as these are planted in it, it grows 
numb and gives up the struggle, finally sinking in’ 
exhaustion. And the Crayfish makes.a meal off its 
adversary. 


4 podaxtel. 
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35. Backdvwyv odfadpods Kat yorrwy dvdAdr- 
TeTaL Kat Tov Cawy Ta GAoya Poet Twi arroppHTrw 
Kat OavpaorH. aKkovw yodv® PacKavias duovri- 
ptov Tas: parras dddvns KAwvia arotpwyovcas 
Aerta eira pévto. rats €avT@v Kadwais evribevar 
TOV veoTTiov peor ixtivot dé padpvov, Kipkot dé 
muxpida,, ai ye pay Tpvydves TOV THs tpews Kapdv, 
dyvov Sé xdpaxes, of S€ Eromes TO ddiavToV, Orrep 
ovv Kal KadAitpiyov KaAobot Twes, aptoTepedva. dé 
Kopwrn, Kal KiTTOV apmy, KapKivov Se éepqmdids, 

1 Ges: adv a i 
: Reise? Une AdpBdverv. eee 
4 trdadaypa H, cp. Hippon. 24(D?). 5 odp. 


¢ The genus picris embraces a wide variety of plants; it 
may here signify ox-tongue or chicory or endive or Urospermum 
picrordes. 
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33. The fish known as the Moray lives in the sea, The Moray 


and when the net encircles it, it swims hither and 
thither, seeking with great cleverness some weak 
mesh or some rent in the net. And when it has 
found such a place, it slips through and swims free 
once again. And if one of them has this good for- 
tune, all the others of its kind that have been caught 
along with it escape in the same way, as though 
taking their direction from a leader. | 


34. Whenever fishermen who are skilled in these The 


matters plan to catch a Cuttlefish, the fish on realising 
this emits the ink from its body, pours it over itself 
and envelops itself so as to be entirely invisible. 
The fisherman’s sight is deceived : though the fish is 
within view, he does not see it. It was by veiling 
Aeneas in such a cloud that Poseidon tricked Achilles, 
according to Homer [JI. 20. 321-]. | 


35, Even brute beasts protect themselves against 
the eyes of sorcerers and wizards by some inexplic- 
able and marvellous gift of Nature. For instance, I 
am told that as a charm against sorcery ring-doves 
nibble off the fine shoots of the bay-tree, and then 
insert them in their nests as a protection for their. 
young. Kites take buck-thorn, falcons picris, * while 
turtle-doves take the fruit ® of the iris, ravens the 
agnus-castus tree, but hoopoes maidenhair fern, 
which some call ‘lovely hair’; the crow takes 
veryain, the shearwater ¢ ivy, the heron a crab, the 

> From Thphr. HP 38. 3. 4 ‘it appears that the buds of the 
poplar were mistaken for fruit,’ Hort ad loc. So here perhaps 


xapmés should be understood as the bud of the iris. 
¢* "Anan... prob. shearwater, L-S?; but the meaning 


is quite uncertain, cp. 12. 4. 
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partridge the hairy head of a reed, thrushes a sprig 
of myrtle. The lark protects itself with dog’s-tooth 
grass; eagles take the stone which is called after 
them aétite (eagle-stone). This stone is also said to 
be good for women in pregnancy, as a preventive of 


abortions. 


36. The fish known as Torpedo produces the effect The |, 
implied in its name on whatever it touches and 
makes it ‘torpid’ or numb. And the Sucking-fish 
clings to ships, and from its action we give it its 
name, Ship-holder. | 

While the Halcyon is sitting, the sea is still and the The 
winds are at peace and amity. It lays its eggs about “*°™" 
mid-winter; nevertheless, the sky is calm and brings | 
fine weather, and it is at this season of the year that 
we enjoy ‘ haleyon days.’ 3 

If a horse chance to tread on the footprint of a Objects 
Wolf, it is at once seized with numbness. If you Dea 
throw the vertebra of a Wolf beneath a four-horse 
team in motion, it will come to a stand as though 
frozen, owing to the horses having trodden upon the 
vertebra. Ifa Lion put his paw upon the leaves of an 
ilex, he goes numb. <And the same thing happens 
to) a Wolf, should he even come near the leaves of a 
squill. And that is why foxes throw these leaves 
into the dens of Wolves, and with good reason, 
because their hostility is due to the Wolves’ designs’ 


upon them. 


37, Storks have a very clever device for warding Prophyl- 
off the bats that would damage their eggs: one by birds. 
ne 

5 Lacuna: vapea mardv S€ MSS, <vapka> Jac, <spoiws> H. 
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touch from the bats turns them to wind-eggs and 
makes them infertile. Accordingly, this is the 
remedy they use to prevent this happening. They 
lay the leaves of a plane-tree upon their nests, and. 
directly the bats come near the storks, they are 
benumbed and become incapable of doing harm. 
On: swallows too Nature has bestowed a like gift: 
cockroaches* injure their eggs. Therefore the 
mother-birds protect their chicks with celery leaves, 
and hence the cockroaches cannot reach them. If 
one throws some rue upon an octopus it remains Effect of 
immobile—so the story goes. If you touch a snake Sse 
with a reed, it will after the first stroke remain still, Sete 
and in the grip of numbness will lie quiet; if how- 
ever you repeat the stroke a second or a third 
time, you at once revive its strength. The moray 
too, if struck once with a fennel wand, lies still 
the first time; but if struck several times, its anger 
is kindled. Fisherfolk assert that even octopuses 
come ashore if a sprig of olive is laid upon the 
beach. : 

It seems that the fat of an elephant is a remedy Blephant’s 
against the poisons of all savage creatures, and if a i 
man rub some on his body, even though he encounter 
unarmed the very fiercest, he will escape unscathed. 


38 (i). The Elephant has a terror of a horned ram The 
and of the squealing ofapig. It was by these means, oo 
they say, that the Romans turned to flight the perfumes 
elephants of Pyrrhus of Epirus, and that the Romans 


won a glorious victory. This same animal is over- 


of the known Hippoboscidae live on birds and are apparently 
specially fond of the Swallow tribe. They are all winged.’ 
D. Sharp, Insects, 519 (Camb. Nat. Hist. 6). a 
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_ # Aristophanes of Byzantium, 3rd/2nd cent. 8.c., head of 
the library at Alexandria, famous as grammarian, ireerary nad 
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come by beauty in a woman and lays aside its tem- 
per, quite stunned by the lovely sight. And at 
Alexandria in Egypt, they say, an Elephant was the 
rival of Aristophanes of Byzantium ® for the love of 
a woman who was engaged in making garlands. 
The Elephant also loves every kind of fragrance and 
is fascinated by the scent of perfumes and of flowers. 

(ii) If some thief or robber wants to silence dogs How to 
that are too fierce and to make them run away, he ie 
takes a brand from a funeral pyre (they say) and 
goes for them. The dogs are terrified. I have 
heard too this story: if a man shears a sheep that 
has been mauled by a wolf, and after working the 
wool makes himself ‘a tunic, this will irritate him Aidehaey 
when he puts it on. ‘He is weaving a gnawing itch 
for himself,’ as the proverb has it. 

(iii) If a man wants to bring about a quarrel] and Quarrel at 
contention at a dinner-party, he will by dropping Apee em 
into the wine a stone that a dog has bitten, vex his 
fellow-guests to the point of frenzy. 

(iv) If a man sprinkle some perfume upon beetles, Scents 
which are ill-smelling creatures, they cannot endure eerie 
the sweet scent, but die. In the same way it is said 
that tanners, who live all their life in foul air, detest 
perfumes. And the Egyptians maintain that all 


snakes dread the feathers of the ibis. . 


39. Those who have a thorough understanding of The Sting- 
the matter hunt Sting-rays,’ and it is chiefly in this peli 


way that their efforts are successful. They take their 


textual critic, especially in the field of Greek poetry. Wrote 
an epitome of natural history based upon Aristotle; it in- 


cluded ‘ paradoxa.’ 
> Cp. 17. 18; zpuydév must here stand for 7. Sadarria. 


59 





AELIAN. — 


, " \ 2 . ~ 
Xovpevor Kat adovres e0 dda frovotk@s: ai Sé- 


Kal TH axog OéAyovras Kal 7H dyer THs dpyncews 
Kndrobdvrat Kat mpooiacw éyyurépw. of Sé drava- 
Xwpotow novyy Kat Bddnv, &vba Syarov Kal 6 
dddos tats SetAalas mpoKevrat, Sixrva exmenta- 
péval- etra euminrovow és adbra Kat dAlcKovrat, 
Opxyoer Kal BH hpnudvar mparov. 


40. “Opxuvos dvopa, KnTwons ixOds obk doodos 
és Ta avtod Avowrehéorata, SGpov Aaxdv ddoet 
Toro, od Téxyvn. Srav yotv mepiraph TO ayKio~ 
Tew, Karadver adbrov és Bubdv Kat Oe. Kal 
mpooapatre. TH Sarédm Kal Kpover TO ordua, 
exBadeiv 76 dyKtotpov eOdAwy: i Sé aSdvarov 
Tovro ein,” edpdver® +o Tpadua, Kal éxatveras 76 


Avroby adrov Kal ée&dAdeTat. modAdkis Sé odk- 


v “~ / 4 ¢ 
ETUXE THS TEipas, Kat 0 Onparhs dKovTa dvacmdaoas 


evel THY aypav. 


41. Aedoraros ix@dwv 6 peddvoupos, kal yer 


ON ANIMALS, I. 39-41 


_stand and dance and sing very sweetly. And the 


Sting-rays are soothed by the sound and are charmed © 
by the dancing and draw nearer, while the men with- 
draw gently step by step to the spot where of course 
the snare is set for the wretched creatures, namely 
nets spread out. Then the Sting-rays fall into them 
and are caught, betrayed in the first instance by 
the dancing and singing. 


40. The Great Tunny, as it is called, is a monstrous The Great 
fish and knows well what is best for it. This gift it ame 


has acquired by nature and not by art. For instance, 
when the hook has pierced it, it dives to the bottom 


and thrusts and dashes itself against the ground, 


striking its mouth in its effort to eject the hook. If 
that fails, it widens the wound and disgorges the 
instrument of pain and dashes away. Frequently 
however it fails in the attempt, and the fisherman 
draws up the reluctant creature and secures his catch. 


41. The Melanurus is the most timid of fishes, and The 
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caught in weels nor does it go near them; but if by 
chance a dragnet encircles it, then it is caught 
without knowing it. And whenever the sea is fairly 
calm and smooth, these fish lie quiet down below 
upon the rocks or among the seaweed and cover 
themselves as best they can, trying to conceal their 
bodies. But if the weather is stormy, observing 
other fish diving to the depths out of the buffeting 
waves, they take courage and approach the shore, 
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swim close to the rocks, and fancy that the foam 
floating overhead is sufficient protection while it 
conceals and overshadows them. And they know in 
some quite inexplicable way that for fishermen the 


sea is unnavigable on such a day or such a night, as 


it rages with the waves mounting to a terrifying 
height. It is in stormy weather that they gather 
their food, when the swell drags some off the rocks 
and sucks some from the shore. The Melanuruses 
feed off the foulest matter, such stuff as no other 
fish would readily take, unless it were utterly over- 
come by hunger. But in calm weather they have only 
the sand to ride on, and from there they get their 
food. But how they are captured another shall tell. 


42. Among birds the Eagle has the keenest sight. 
And Homer is aware of this and testifies to the fact 
in the story of Patroclus when he compares Menelaus 
to the bird [Jl. 17. 674-], at the time when he was 
searching for Antilochus, that he might despatch 
him to Achilles as a messenger, unwelcome indeed 
but necessary, to announce the fate that had be- 
fallen his comrade, whom Achilles had sent out <to 
battle) but never welcomed home again for all his 
yearning. And the Eagle is said to serve not him- 
self alone but to be good for men’s eyes as well. At 
any rate, if a man whose sight is dim mix an Eagle's 
gall with Attic honey and rub it <on his eyes), he 
will see and will acquire sight of extreme keenness. 
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43. Among birds the Nightingale has the clearest The 

and most musical voice, and fills solitary places with oe 
its most lovely and thrilling note. Further, they 
say that its flesh is good for keeping one awake. 
But people who feast upon such food are evil and 
dreadfully foolish. And it is an evil attribute of 
food that it drives sleep away—sleep, the king of 
gods and men, as Homer says [ZI. 14. 233]. 


44, The screaming of Cranes brings on showers, so The Crane 
they say, while their brain possesses some kind of 
spell that leads women to grant sexual favours—if 
those who first observed the fact are sufficient 
guarantee. : 


45. If a man burn the feathers of a Vulture (so I Vulture’s 
am told), he will have no difficulty in inducing snakes mere 
to quit their dens and lurking-places. 

The bird ‘ Woodpecker ’ derives its name from what The apes: 
it does. For it has a curved beak with which it pecks : 
oak-trees, and deposits its young in them as in a 
nest; and it has no need at all of dry twigs woven 
together or of any building. Now if one inserts a 
stone and blocks up the entrance for the aforesaid 
bird, it guesses that there is a plot afoot, fetches 
some herb that is obnoxious to the stone, and places 
it against the stone. The latter in disgust and un- 
able to endure <the smell> springs out, and once 
again the bird’s caverned home lies open to it. 





9 2 . Aq; 4] 3 > ” 
emtBovaAny THY Kar avTod. 


65 


VOL. If. / D 





AELIAN | 7 | ON ANIMALS, I. 46-47 


46. The Four-toothed Sparus is not solitary nor The Four- 
toothed 


, € / b) 24 , \ 
46. Qt avvddovres odk eiot povias, od8é Tiv dm 
does it endure loneliness and separation from its goams 


aAdjAwy <pyyiav te Kat Svaipeow dvéyovrar. 
proctor dé ovvayedAdleobar Kal? HAuKiav. Kal of 
pev vEewdTEpot Kata tAas viyovrat, ot d€ évredeore- 
pot madw Kou? Kal 70 Tob Adyou tobro HAE 
Tua Kal €xelvo TEpTOVaL, TApeVTES TrapotoW as 
eTaipors Kat didou ex TOV adbrdv éemurndevpdrwr- 
Te Kat dtatpiBOv. texvdlovta. dé apdos ods 
Onparas omota. orav ddveds avnp Td és adtods 
 déAcap Kah, mepieAOdvres mdvres Kal KuKAdce 
| YEVvOpEvor és aAAjjAous 6pGow, olovel otvOnua Exa- 
oTos ExdoTy diOdvTes UATE TAHOLdoat wATE debacBat 
tod KaQewsevov dekedoparos. Kal of pév mapare- 
TOL LEVOL és TobTO aTpenovow: ex d€+ dAAoTpias 
ayeAns ovveduy adixero, kat karaniver TO dyKior~ 
pov, épnj.ias AaBer 2 piolov tHv dAwow. Kat 6 
pEv avaomaras, oi dé 70n Oappotow ws ody 
dAwoouevot, Kal Katadpovycavres ottTw Onpadvra.. 


— Dpdyerar dia ToD Dépous 6 Kdpak TH Siher 
KoAalouevos, Kat Bod Thy. TLUwplav j 
Hevos, kat Bod rijv Tyswplay paprupopevos, 


¢ 4 \ 
ws gact. Kat tHv aitiay A€yovow éxelvyv.. 6 


“Amo avrov Oepdmovra ovTa vdpevodmevov 
dmomepe’ 6 Oe evtvyyavet Aniw Babe? per, Ere 
dé xAwp@, Kat pever €or av avov yévyrat, TOV 
mupav Trapaxvatcat BovAdpevos, Kal Tob mpooTdy- 
paros - Odvywpyce. Kat strep Ttottrwr ev rh 
pdAvoro, -adyunpotaTn wpa Sdubdv Sikas éexrives. 
gh €oike vow pév, eipjiolw 8° obv 7H Tot Oeod 
atdor.. 


1 8é ris. 2 Nayar. 
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kind. These fish love to congregate together 


‘according to their age: the younger ones swim 


about in shoals, the maturer ones also keep together. 
And as the saying is true ‘ A friend must be of one’s 
own age,’* so these creatures delight to be where 
others of their kind are, like comrades and friends 
sharing the same pursuits and resorts. And these 


are the means they devise for evading their pursuers. 


Whenever an angler drops a bait for them they all 
gather round and forming a ring look at one another 
as though each were signalling to each not to 


approach and not to touch the bait that has been 


lowered. And those that have been posted for this 
purpose remain still. But a Sparus from some other, 
strange shoal arrives and swallows the bait, and gets 
the reward of its'solitariness by being caught. So while 
he is being drawn up, the rest grow bolder as though 
they were not going to be taken, and so through their 
scorn (of danger are caught. 


47, All through the summer the Raven is afflicted The Raven, 
’ tts thirst 


with a parching thirst, and with his croaking (so they 
say) declares his punishment. And the reason they 
give is this. Being a servant he was sent out by 
Apollo to draw water. He came to a field of corn, 
tall but still green, and waited till it should ripen, 
as he wanted to nibble the wheat: to his master’s 
orders he paid no heed. On that account in the 
driest season of the year he is punished with thirst. 
This looks like a fable, but-let me repeat it. out of 
reverence for the god. 


@ The full phrase is PAE Fuca répwer, cp. Pl. Phaedr. 240 o. 
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48. °O xédpa€, opyw adrév daow tepdv, Kal 


"AmédMevos axddrovov elvar Aéyovot. tTabrd ror 
Kat pavrixots oupBdros dyaldv cuodroyota. rév 
avTov, Kal drTevovTat ye mpos THY Eexeivov Bory of 
ouvievres opvidwy Kat edpas Kal KAayyas Kal 
mtyoes attav Kata daidv yelpa 7 Kara 
deEvav. 7 

Tlpocaxovw S€é kat oad Képaxos peAaivew tpixas. 
Kal xpn tov SodobvTa tiv €avTod Kounv éaov év 
TO orduare exe ouppioarra: et dé pu, Kal of 
odovTes adT@ odv TH Tprxi wedalvovras SvaéKmAvTol 
Te Kat duoéKvuTrros. 


49. ‘O pépoys 76 dpveov euradtv dact rots dA- 
ols G7act méTeTAL’ TA pev yap és Tovumpoober 
erat Kat Kat’ dpbaduots, 6 dé és Todmicw. Kal 
Erevot pot Oavydlew tiv dvow ris émojpov Kal 
mapadsdfou Kat anovs dopds, hv éxelvo drreu! 7d 
C@ov. | ; 


50. “H pupaiva orav dpytis ddpodiciov baomdn- 
off, mpoccow és Thy yhv, Kat dutriav robe? 
vupdiov Kat wada movnpod- mdpevot yap eis exews 
dwreov, Kat adudw auumhréxovrar. on 5é dace 
KaL 6 Exts oloTpHOAS Kal eKelvos és piEw aducvetrat 
mpos THY AdAarrav, Kat olov ei Kwpaorhs odv TO 
avrA@ Gupoxorre?, odrw Tor Kai exelvos cupicas Thy 
Epuevyv mrapaKadel, Kal adr mpdetor,? ris 
pioews Ta GdAjAwY SupKiopeva cvvayovons és 
emGupiay TI dpoiay Kal Kotrov Tov adrév. 


1 dye. 2 Ges: apdo-. 
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48. The Raven, they say, is a sacred bird and The Raven, 
attends upon Apollo: that is why men agree that nation 
it is also of use in divination, and those who under- 
stand the positions of birds, their cries, and their 
flight whether on the left or on the right hand, are 
able to divine by its croaking. 

I am also informed that Raven’s eggs turn the its gees - 
hair black. And it is essential for anyone who is 
dyeing his hair to keep olive oil in his mouth and his 
lips closed. Otherwise his teeth also turn black 
along with his hair, and they are hardly to be washed 


white again. 


49. The Bee-eater flies (so they say) in precisely The Bee- 
the opposite way to all other birds, for they move “"* 


forward in the direction in which they look, while the 


Bee-eater flies backwards. And I am astonished at 
the remarkable, incredible, and uncommon character 
of the motion with which this creature wings its way. 


50. Whenever the Moray is filled with amorous Moray and 
impulses it comes out of the sea on to land seeking r 
eagerly for a mate, and a very evil mate. For it 
goes to a Viper’s den and the pair embrace. And 
they do say that the male Viper also in its frenzied 
desire for copulation goes down to the sea, and just 
as a reveller with his flute knocks at the door, so the 
Viper also with his hissing summons his loved one, 
andshe emerges. Thus does Nature bring those that. 
dwell far apart together in a mutual desire and to a 
common bed. | 
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an eee ‘Dp /. 2 = | 
ee OL, Pdyis avOpmimov vexpod daow SroonmopLe- 


vov TOV pverdy 45y Tpémer és Obw* Kai exrinrer TO 
Onpiov, Kat pret 76 1 dypubrarov €x Tob juepwrd- 
TOU" kal TOV pev Kadov Kat ayabdv ra Acipava 
dvarraderat, Kat yet GOAov jovyiav, adomep obv 


A € \ ~ f ; 
kat % pvyh t&v rowdrwy Ta Gddpevd TE Kad. 


e f 3 a" a “~ A > F 
duvovpeva, €K TeV codp@v> movnp&v dé avIpwmwv 
~ , i 
pdxers Towadra tikrovot Kat peta Tov Buoy. 7 
f \ ~ 506 3 y > a 3 > ~ 
rove TO av pods eorw, 7}, ef Tair’ axbevddis ” 
7 ~ 
memloTeVvTal, Tovnpod vekpos, ws Kpivew €pe, 
f \ ~ 
Sdews yevécat waTi}p Tob Tpdr0v pucboy NveyKaro. 


52. XerSdv 8é dpa rhs dpas ris dpiorns 
drroonpaiver THY émdnulay. Kal €ore pidvipwros, 
~ Kal xaiper Toe TH CHW Suwpddios odca, Kat 
dkAntos dducvetrat, Kal Ore ot gidov Kal exer 
Kards, dradddrrerar. Kai ot ye avOpwror birobe- 
xovra adriy Kard tov Tihs ‘Opnpixfs Fevias 
Geoudv, 65 Kedever Kal dudeiv tov >? mapdvra Kat 
iévar BovAduevov aarorréeprrew. | 


” 
53. Exeu ie mAcovexTnpa % al& Thy Tob mveEd- 
. ¢ ¢ : : 
juarros €opony, ws ob vomeutiKxol Aoyou* Paciv. 


> mm ‘ A A ~ 
avanvel yap Kat Sia tov drwv Kai dia Tov 


Be 4 1 3 ? ~ 

BvKTHpwV, Kat aioOnriccbrarov Tav duyhAwy €ort. 
3 n 
Kal THY pev airiay eizeiv ovK oida, 0 6€ oda 
“~ 2 \ / i 
TobTo elov. «i dé mrotnpa. TIpopnbéws Kat até, Tt 
lon 90 7 : 

BovAcpevos robro eipydoato, <iddvar Karadprave 
avTOV. cn | 

1 (Sov ro. 

: Tadra. odtwotl MSS, 7. dpOds Ces. 

éévoyv H (1876). _ 4 Adyou Kal mouperixol. 
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ON ANIMALS, 1. 51-53 


51. The spine of a dead man; they say, transforms Snakes, how 
the putrefying marrow into a snake. The brute &"r*? 
emerges, and from the gentlest of beings crawls forth 
the fiercest. Now the remains of those that were 
fine and noble are at rest and their reward is peace, 
even as the soul also of such men has the rewards 
which wise men celebrate in their songs. But it is 
from the spine of evildoers that such evil monsters 
are begotten even after life. The fact is, the whole 
story is either a fable, or if it is to be relied upon as 
true, then the corpse of a wicked man receives (so I 
think) the reward of his ways in becoming the 
progenitor of a snake. - 3 


59. A Swallow is a sign that the best season of the The 
year is at hand. And it is friendly to man and takes 
pleasure in sharing the same roof with this being. 

It comes uninvited, and when it pleases and sees fit, 
it departs. Men welcome it in accordance with the 
law of hospitality laid down by Homer {Od. 15. 
72-4], who bids us cherish a guest while he is with 
us and speed him on his way when he wishes to 


leave. 


53. The Goat has:a certain advantage <over other The Goat, 
animals) in the manner of taking breath, as the 
narratives of shepherds tell us, for it inhales through 
its ears as well as through its nostrils, and has a 
sharper perception. than any other cloven-hoofed 
animal. The cause of this I am unable to tell; I 
have only told what 1 know. But if the Goat 
also was a creation of Prometheus, what the 
intention of this contrivance was, I leave him to 
determine. 7 
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_ 54. Kai EXews ofypa Kat odews aAdov dacw 
dyrumdhav pH Siapapravery Papyakwv. Kal Td, 
pev adrav axovw mopar * etvat, TA Sé xpipara, *. 
Kal. érraodat dé empdvvay tov? éeyypiobevTa idv. 
domlSos 83 dxodw pévys* Shypa avlarov evar Kal 
J an Kal 
emucoupias KpeiTTov. Kal pucety aftov to C@ov 
rhs edkAnpias THs és TO KaKdv. GAAG Kat rovrou 
Kis, 


, 
Olav GAKOVOLEV KAL TIV HOELav Kat 


TY 


? 3 ‘ \ X “~ 
Sani me per yop Tay aoTiowy ddppaKka 
‘ 4 ji 
nypatos ® épya, oti, Ta O€ exeivu avaipel® Kat 


> , ~ ~ 
éx porns THs adis, paciv. 


55. Kuvav Oadarriwv rpia yévn. Kal ot pev 
avTav €b 20 3 t ates 
ot peyeber peytoror, Kal KyTO@Y eV TOUS 
dAKuTarous apiotvro dv: yévn Se Svo Ta 

” \ 4 ? 
Aowna, mmAaior pen Tip dvow, mponjKovot de €s 
: 

ay TO wéyeOos.” Kai ToUTwWY Ol pev KaTEOTLYLE~ 
vot KadotvTo av yaAeot 2 dvopd 

0 dy yadcoi, Kevrpivas d€ ovopdlewv 
Tovs Aoviovs ovK dv StapapTdavois. ot pev ody 

‘ A f- > 
mrouxtAot Kab Tv Sopdy eiot padakwrepor Kal THY 
¢ 
ee mAarUrEpow ot de €repor oxAnpot® rHv 
X 4 
Bopay ovres THY Kepaddy Sé dviKovoay és o&0d 
A 
exovres THY * Xpoav Es TO AevKov amoKpivorTat. 
KEeVTpo. bé dpa avrots cuuméduxe 76 pev'! Kara. 
£ ba tg 
THY Aogudy, ws dv elmo, TO de KaTa THY odpar: 
: 2 ‘ é 

oxAnpa Sé dpa Ta Kevtpa Kat arreiOR éort, Kat tod 


: Trop- MSS always. 2 ypiopara. 

TWO. 4 ud 

ee povor. 
cha: Kat dpyparos. 8 dvatpely. 


vi 4 4 4 4 3 “ 
péyeBos kal rov pev abroiy yadedv rov be t D 
v d€ KevTpl 
ivortifee pirny pirotew 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 54-55 
54. They say that the bite of the Viper and of Bolionous 


other snakes is not without countering remedies. - 
Some, I am told, are to be drunk, others are to be 
applied; spells too can mitigate poison injected by 
a sting. But the bite of the Asp @ alone, I am told, 
cannot be cured and is beyond help. This creature 
truly deserves to be hated for being blessed with the 
ower toinjure. Yet a monster more abominable and 
harder to avoid even than the Asp is a sorceress, such 
as (we are told) Medea and Circe were, for the 
poison from Asps is the result of a bite, whereas 
sorceresses kill by a mere touch, so they say. | 


55. There are three kinds of Sea-hound.? The The Shark 
first is of enormous size and may be reckoned among 
the most daring of sea monsters.° The others are of 
two kinds, they live in the mud and reach to a cubit The | 
in length. Those that are speckled one may call — 
galeus (small shark), and the rest, if you call them 
Spiny Dog-fish you will not go fay wrong. Now the 
speckled ones have a softer skin and a flatter head, 
while the others, whose skin is hard and whose head 
tapers to a point, are distinguished from the rest by 
the whiteness of their skin. Moreover nature has 
provided them with spines, one on their crest, so to 
say, the other in the tail. And these spines are 
hard and resisting and emit a kind of poison. Of the 


'@ The Egyptian cobra, Nata hate. 
> The terms SaAddrrios kdwv and yadeds signify both dog-fish | 
and shark. See Inpex Ii. 
¢ J.e, the shark. 


a 





® pévror ovres Kal. 
1l 76 pev THs Kepadijs. 
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AELIAN ON ANIMALS, I. 55-57 
| : : d i 
es , ey s o fs Se tories 2k small Dog-fish both kinds are caught in the ooze an | 
es pas arial re badov ; 1 | pr mud, hae manner of catching them I may as well 


lain. By way of bait men let down a white fish 
at of which ney have cut the backbone. Directly 
one of the Dog-fish is caught and hooked, all those 


37 \ “~ ie, , © » ? “a >? 4 ? 
iAvos Kat Tob mnAob, Kal 7 aypa, etmety adr od. 
xelipov 'éort. Sédcap adTadv Kabsdow iyOdv eviov 


EKTETHNMEVOV THY paxuy. éray Toivuv eis dAG Kal that have seen him make a rush for him and pene 
T® GdyKioTpw mepiméon, mdvtes ot Deacdpevor | him as he is drawn upwards, never stopping unt 
cuTnddow * adr@® Kat* Karwhev eAkopévyp Errov- | they reach the boat. One might imagine that they 
rar * Kal pexpt THS vews odK avaoreAAdpevot, WS do this out of envy, as though he had pants ers 
eixaoat CydotuTia Spév tadra adrovs, ola éxeivouv iece of food from somewhere ap or sae ; 
TL TOV ES TpOPHV EavT@ worm Tobey arroovAjoar- | And it often happens that some of them a af 


leap into the boat and are caught of their own free 


Tos’ Kat es THY vaby ye adriy eoeniOnody Ties 
will. 


? 4 e f ¢/ 
qo\AaKis, Kat exovres EdAwoar. 


56. The barb of the Sting-ray nothing can with- ee 
stand. It wounds and kills instantly, and even 
those fishermen who have great knowledge of the 
sea dread its weapon.. For no man can heal the 
wound, nor will the creature that inflicted it; that 
was a gift vouchsafed, most probably, to the ashen 
spear from mount Pelion alone.* 


56. Tis rpvydvos ris Oadarrias 7d Kévrpov 
€oTly ampdopaxyov. exévrnoe yap Kal aréKTeELve 
.  Tapaypha, Kat weppixaow adtis Téd€ TO SAov 
Kat ol Tav adtéwy Sewot Ta Oaddrria: ovTe yap 
aAAos idcerat TO Tpatua ovTEe % Tpwoaca’ OV” 
; e \ > 7 A , , A 
yap, ws To eikds, TH UndAwrids pedin® robro 
€d€00TO. | 
57. The Cerastes is a small creature; itis a snake, a as 
and above its brow it has two horns, and these horns 
are like those of the snail, though unlike the snail S 
they are not soft. Now these snakes are the enemies 
of all other Libyans, but towards the Psylli, as ey cata 
are called, they are gently disposed, for the Psylii Sevill 
are insensible to their bites and have no difficulty 
2 The spear of Achilles was made from an ash-tree on mt 


Pelion (Hom. Jl. 16. 143). Telephus, wounded by the spear, 
was afterwards cured by the rust from it. 


57 A 4 6 al 7 ¢ , i v de cid 
. Aewrov ® Onpiov 6 Képdorns. ear 5é ddus, 
41 @¢ 4 fan f a 4 yf 
Kal DTép TOD weTwrov KEepaTa Exet SUO, Kal EoLKE 
“ “A ? \ 
Tois Tob: KoxAiov Ta Képata, od pyV €oTW ws 
? f t / ~ “a ~ 
exeivwv amadd. odkotv tots pev dAdo TeV 
vA > é Ld \ “ 
AtBdwv eiot trohépiory éort 5é adrots mpos Tovs 
, 4 uv _@ > 4 
kadoupevous: VvAAovs evorrovda, oimep ody otte 
“§ / ‘) he ~ 
avTot daKovTwy Eematovat,’ Kal rods TO ToLovTw 


1 <¢¢ddov> add. Reiske, <rd> add. H. 


sreretererererr nan 2 a aC Tenner a nmanmmammmnrincone omeoaaman 
neraerttnt AMVETS ebAronaipsbeadi S 
he RAL EAE A TTT, 


2 ouumndmow. 3 Kat ToL. 8 
EMOVTQL TEs ee n 

. _ J 6 f ? ératovat Tov SyyeaTovr. 

5 Reiske: Bodj, v.l. wovn. } AeuKov. 7 
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~ IA ta \ 
KaK@ TepiTecovTas i@vTat padoTa. Kal 6 TpdToOS, 
\ 1 wn LY ~ ~ ? id f 
éav amply 7) mpnoOjvat To Trav cua adixnrat tis 
~ > “ A s \ 4 > \ iN 
tav éxetBev KAnros 4 Kata TUynv, «ira TO ev 


7 sO > r 4 tI > / de A ~ 
oroua vodaTt exKkAvonTat,? amoviyn de Tas yxelpas 


¢ ? \ A ran f “ ¢ 7f > 
ETéepw, Kal melvy TH OnylevTs OO Exdrepov, avep~ 
pwobn re éxetvos Kat Kaxod mavTos e&dvTns Td 
3 Af? >? ” \ . 4 A "€ 
evTedddy e€ort. diappet d€ Kal Adyos ArBuKds 6 
, / + ‘ ¢ A t we 
Adywv, VYAAov avipa tiv <eavtotd yayerhiy ido- 
pdoba. Kai puceiy ws pemotyevpévynv Kal pévTot 
Kat To €€ atts Bpépos bronrevew ws vdbov Te 
~ f n > 
Kal 7T@ oderépm yevet KiBdnAov. meipay ody 
~ \- / 3 7 > / , 
Kabetvar Kat pada eAeykrixiy daow adtév. Adp- 
Xr fi : ~ 3 LAA 2 4 7 
vaka mAnpwoas Kepaordv euPadde.*? ro Bpédos, 
OLovel TrUpL TOV ypVaOY TexXViTHS TO maLdiov eeAréy- 
ywv exelvos TH amolécer. Kal of pev mrapayphua 
ETAVLOTAVTO KAL Hypiatvov Kal THY Gud KaKiav 
neiAovv' €met. d€ TO TraLdiov aviTav mpocébaveer, 
¢ \ > / i > ~ ¢ f ” > 
ot de euapavincay, Kat evret0erv o AiBus éyvw od 
/ : 
volov adda yovov yrnotov maTip av. AéyovTat dé 
Kat TavY éTépwv SaxeT@v Kal dadayyiwy dé 
avrimado. TOd€ TO yévos elvat. Kal TatTad ye et 
f. "A? > > / 2 > ee .. 2. A 
TepatevovTat AiBves, odk end, aAd’ adrods diraTtav- 
TES toTwoaY. 


58. Medurr@v Sé éiBovAotr Kai eyPpol elev av 
exeivot, ot Te aiyiOadror KaAovpevoe Kal Ta TOUTWY 
veOTTLA KL ob odfKes Kal at yeAtddves Kal ot 
” , oe aN , ie Ad 3 1 e 
Opes Kat at pddayyes Kat at TAvyyort.2 Kat at 


1 émixdvonras. 

2 Ges: kai éuBdarree. 

3 Adyyat ‘vox nthilt,’ dadAatvas (or dpivat, cp. Arist. HA 626 a 
30) Gow. 
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ON ANIMAIS, I. 57-58 


in curing those who have fallen victims to this 
yenomous creature. Their method is this: if one 
of that tribe arrive, whether summoned or by chance, 
before the whole body.is inflamed, and if he then 
rinse his mouth with water and wash the bitten man s 
hands and give him the water from both to drink, 
then the victim recovers and thereafter is free from 
all infection. And there is a story current among 
the Libyans that, if one of the Psylli suspects his wife 
and hates her on the ground that she has committed 
adultery ; and if moreover he suspects that the child 
born from her is a bastard and no true member of his 
tribe, he then puts it to a very severe test: he fills 
a chest with Cerastae and drops the baby among 
them, just as a goldsmith places gold in the fire, and 
puts the infant to the proof by thus exposing him. 
And immediately the snakes surge up in anger and. 


threaten the child with their native poison. But _ 


directly the infant touches them, they wilt, and then 
the Libyan knows that he is the father of no bastard 
but of one sprung of his own race. This tribe is said 
also to be the enemy of other noxious beasts and of 
malmignattes. 

Well, if the Libyans are here romancing, I would 
have them know that it is not I but themselves 
that they are deceiving. 


58. The following creatures plot. and make war 
against Bees: the creatures known as Titmice and 
their young, also Wasps and Swallows and Snakes and 
Spiders and [Moths?]. Bees are afraid of these, and 


77 


Bees and 
their 
enemies 





AELIAN 


ev Sediact Tabra, ot 8’ obv pedurToupyot eAav- 
vovow avTa am atrav 7 Kovulay éembupidoavres 
 XAwpay ert pjKava mpo TOV aipBAwy KaTaoTh- 
cavres  KaTaoTpwoarTes. Kal Tadra pev Tots 
addous €xfpa eore Tots mpoeipynpevois, odnkadv Sé 
dAwots éxeivn } dy ein. Kdprov amaprioas yp7) 
mpo THs apynkids Kat evOcivar adt@ A|enriv pepu- 
pada y pawida dAiyny Kat odvv TovTos iwra 
yarkida: ot d€ offices b70 THS EuddTov yaoTpiuap- 
yias éAKduevor, Kadobvtos atrods <rod>? $e- 
Aedoparos, €omimrovow abpdot, Kat mepiAaBdvros 
adrovs Tob KUptouv obKk éotw adrois tiv dricw 
ovKeTe ExmTfvat.® Kai of catipor Sé émBovAcvovat 
Tais peditTats Kat ot KpoKddiAot of yepoato: 
OrcBpos Sé Kal rovrous emeureréyyynrar €xeivos. 
dAgura yap €AAcBopw Sevoarvres 7) TYOvpdddAov dd 
dmoxeavres * 7) paddyns yvA@ Stacmelpovor mpd 
Tav otpPrAwr ta dAdura> Gmep ody bdrcOpov déper 
Tots mpoeipnpevois atroyevoapevors atToy. éeuBa- 
Aav de és tiv Aiwvnv drduov PvANa 7H Kdpva 
ama@Aece Tovs yupivous 6 TOV meAiTTOv deomdTNs 
pdora. at dé dddAAawvae® dadAAuvrar viKrTwp, évaK- 
palovros® Adxvov rePévros mpd tav cpnvds 
Kat ayyeiwv édalov meAnpwpévwv TH AdTXVOD 
DrroKeyweveny” at be mpos chy adyhy merdpe- 
vat €urimTrovow és To €éAatov Kal amoAdAaoww: 
Erépws d€ odk ay aipebeiey pdora. ot dé aiyiBadrot 


1 Schn: dAdoews éxeiva. 
2 <rot> add. Jac. ; 
? nw ie | ~ . 
_° exmrivar, Kai vdwp S° av adrév KaracKeddoas paov Siadbeipacs 
dv avrous, Kal mip eEaiwas Karamphoats. 

* droxdéovres. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 58 


so bee-keepers try to drive them away by using flea- 
bane as a fumigant or by placing or scattering pop- 
pies still green before the hives. Most of the 
aforesaid creatures dislike these things, but the way 
to catch Wasps is as follows. You should hang up a 
cage in front of the Wasps’ nest and insert a little 
smelt or a small sprat and with them a minnow or a 
sardine. And the Wasps, drawn by their natural greed 
and lured by the bait, fall into the cage in numbers, 
and once they are trapped, it is no longer possible for 
them to fly out again. Lizards also have designs upon 
Bees, so too have Land-crocodiles.¢ But a means 


has been devised of destroying them too, thus: 


soak some meal in hellebore, or pour upon it the sap 
of spurge or the juice of mallow and scatter it 
about in front of the hives. This is death to the 
aforesaid creatures, once they have tasted of it. If 
a bee-keeper drop the leaves of mullein or nuts ° into 
a pool, he will find it the simplest way of destroying 
Tadpoles. But Moths® are destroyed at. night- 
time by the placing of a strong light in front of the 
hives and vessels full of oil below the light. And 
the Moths fly to the brightness and fall into the oil 
and are killed.. Otherwise they would not be caught 
so very easily. But-the Titmice, once they have 


@ ‘The “ crocodile’ is the Psammosaurus griseus, a land 
lizard, which reaches a size of 3 feet’ (How-Wells on Hdt. 
4, 192). . | 

’ Perhaps some word has been lost indicating what kind of 
nut is intended. 

¢ This may be the Wax-moth, which is found in bees’ nests, 
its larvae eating the comb; or it may be one of the Hawk- 
moths (fam. Sphingidae) which enter the nests for honey. 





5 Ges: dddayyes Mss, H. 8 gvavydlovtos. 
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, > A 
juévov, oto, Sijmou Kopat doreiat Te Kal owppoves 
76 pev Pdehurrdpevan Tis Se drepppovoicat. 


59. KGpos pév, Os pacw, 6 mpecBirepos peya. 
eppdver emt Tots Baotretows Tots év Lepoemodct,° 
olomep ovv aités @xodopujoato, Aapeios de ani 
TH KaraoKeui] 7H TOV oiKosopnpaTav Tv Lov- 
cet 4 Kol yap 5 éxeivos ev Lovoois TA GOomeva 
exeiva eipydoaro. Kipos 5é 6 Sevrepos év Avdia 
mapadecov adros KaTepvrevoe Tals Yepot rats 
Bacthucais év® rots dBpots éxelvois xuT@ou Kat 
tois Tepmvois éxeivois Kat péya Tiyiots AiBots, Kat 
ent Tour 7 ve éxaddtvero Kal mpds adAous Lev 
Trav ‘EAMjvev, arap obv Kal mpds Avoavdpov tov 
Aaredaroviov, dre HAVE mpos tov Képov o 
AdcavSpos és tiv Avdiav. Kat trép pev TovTwr 


1 ¢€ ral e7 

eis Gow, ye olor Jac, pddvor Lorenz. 

: Oud: atr9 Mss, H would delete. 
TlepoamoAe. 


4 Reiske : ji tL yo 
: et ke: Novowyr. 5 Kat yap Kat. 
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our. 7 rodvrots. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 58-59 


tasted the wine-steep 


ed meal, become drowsy ; then 


they fall over and lie quivering and can readily( ?) 


be captured as 


they struggle to fly and 


quite incapable of standing. But the Swallow 


yefrain from killing out of resp 
though they might easily do so. 
to hinder the Swallow from attaching it 


the hives. 


Again, Bees dislike all bad s 
equally: they cannot endure fo 
they welcome 4 luxurious fragrance, 
refined girls abhor the former while des 


latter. 


59, The elder Cyrus,? they say, was filled. 


pride at the palace in Per 


are 
men 


ect for its music; 
They are content 
s nest below 


mells and perfume 
ul odours nor do 
even as modest, 
pising the 


with 


had caused to be built; Darius? likewise at the 
magnificence of his buildings at Susa, for he it was 


who contrived those farfamed dwelling-places. 


Cyrus the Second ° with his own royal hands and 
clothed in his habitual delicate garments and adorned 
with his beautiful jewels of great price, planted his 


Gardens in Lydia and pri 
before all the Greeks and even 
Spartan, when Lysander came t 


‘ded himself on the fact 
before Lysander the 
o visit him in Lydia. 


@ Cyrus I, founder of the Achaemenid Persian empire, 
549-29 z.c. City and palace of Persepolis were burned by 
Alexander the Great. 

> Darius, son of Hystaspes, King of Persia, 521-485 B.c., 
Susa, on the river Choaspes. It was a 
residence of the Persian kings during the springtime. 

¢ Cyrus IT, younger son of Darius LI, c: 430-401 B.c., 
Lysander, the Spartan admiral, with sums of money, thereby 


reputed founder of 


helped 


ensuring the final victory of Sparta in the Peloponnesian war. 


The ‘ Gardens’ wer 


e at Sardes. 


SI 


Bees, their 
combs ai 


sepolis which he himself hives 
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TOS [ev mpeopuTatas dpovpodvs t&v Baotléwv, Tas 
dé vedvidas EpKos THY vewTaTwr. -_ 
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3 goAd Kat m7oAAods. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 59-60 


Historians celebrate these constructions, but the 
dwellings of Bees which are far cleverer and exhibit 
a greater skill, of these they take not the slightest 
notice. And yet, while those monarchs, wrought 
what they wrought through the affliction of multi- 
tudes, there never was any creature more gracious 
than the Bee, just as there is none cleverer. The 
first things that they construct are the chambers of 
their kings, and they are spacious and above all the 
rest. Round them they put a barrier, as it were a 
wall or fence, thereby also enhancing the importance 
of the royal dwelling. And they divide themselves 
into three grades, and their dwellings accordingly 
‘nto the same number. Thus, the eldest dwell 
nearest the royal palace, and the latest born dwell 
next to them, while those that are young and in the 

rime of life are outside the latter. In this way the 
eldest are the king’s bodyguard, and the youthful 
ones are a protection to the latest born. 


60. According to one story the King Bees are The 
th King Bee 


stingless; according to another they are born wi 
stings of great strength and trenchant sharpness ; 
and yet they never use them against a man nor 
against bees: the stings are a pretence, an empty 
scare, for it would be wrong for one who rules and 
directs such numbers to do an injury. And those 
who understand their ways bear witness to the fact 
that the other Bees when in presence of their rulers 
withdraw their stings, as though shrinking and giving 
OO 


4 ‘4 4 ¢ A / 
mpecpurarat Kal at TaAaLoTaTaL. 
5 ee ¢ ‘ § 2 \ ee 5 
adr ofovel Soptpopor Kat Ppovpot ovTot. 
? a Le . 
8 yedhraTat Kal ai avToereis. 
? ratra. 
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ON ANIMALS, I. 60 


way before authority. And one might well be 
astonished at either of the aforesaid characteristics 
in these King Bees: if they have no means of 
injuring, this is remarkable; if with all the means of 
injuring they do no injury, then this is far more to 
their credit. — 
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1. “Orav 7a On 7A TOY Opaxdv Kat Tovs 
Kpupovs arroAcimwot tods Mpaxiovs ai yépavot, 
aBpoilovra, prev és tov “EBpov, Aifov 8° éExdorn 
Katamtotoa, ws éxew-Kal deimvoy Kal mpos Tas 
euBords THY avéuwv Epa, meip@vTat Too perot- 
Kiopod Kal THs émi tov Netdov dpufs, adé€as Te 
Kal xeupepiov + ovvtpodias 760m Tis éxett. pwedA- 
Aovody Sé aita&v aipecbat Kat Tod mpdow exeoOan, 
6 madaitaros yépavos meptehbav thy macav ayéAnv 
és Tpis, «lta pevTot Tecwv adinot Thy puyhv. 
evratla * obv ot Aowroi Edarrovot ev TOV veKpov, 
dépovrat dé e000 THs Aiyvrrov, Ta unKLioTa TeAayN 
Teparovprevol TH Tapo@ Tov mTepO@v, Kal ovre 
oppilovtat mov oUTEe avarravovTat. omeipovTas dé 
tovs Aiyunriovs KaradapBdvovor, Kal rpdaelav 


¢ ba} wv v A > ce! > , ef? 
ws ay etrrots adUovov THY Ev Tats apovpais edpdvTeEs 


s v ? ul 
elra, aKAnro. Eeviwy petadayyavovow. 


2. TixreoBar prev ev dpeot CHa Kat év adpe Kai 
3 f “ Ra LA v4 s . \ 
ev Oadarrn, Gata ovmw péya: vAn yap Kal 
Tpopy Kat dvots 7 TOUTWY aiTia’ Exyova dé TUpOS 
mrnva elvat Tods Kadovpevous muptydvous, Kal év 
att@ Bioty Kai teOnrévat, Kal Setpo Kal éxeice 
mepitoTaobat, rodro éxmAnkrikdv. Kal TO &tt 
Jadua, oTav ew Tod mupos Tob ovvrpdédov éxvev- 


1 ris xeupepiov. 2 evredler. 
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BOOK II 


‘|. When Cranes are about to leave their Thracian ee nae 
haunts and the frosts of Thrace, they collect on the of Granes 


river Hebrus,* and when each one has swallowed a 
stone by way of food and as ballast against the on- 
slaught of winds, they prepare to emigrate and to set 
out for the Nile, longing for the warmth and for the 
food that is to be had there during the winter. 
And just when they are on the point of rising and 
moving off, the oldest Crane goes round the entire 
flock thrice and then falls to the ground and breathes 
his last. So the others bury the dead body on the 
spot and fly straight to Egypt, traversing the widest 
seas on outstretched wing, never landing, never 
pausing to rest. And they fall in with the Egyptians 
as they are sowing their fields, and in the ploughlands 
they find, so to speak, a generous table, and though 
uninvited partake of the Egyptians’ hospitality. 


9. That living creatures should be born upon the 
mountains, in the air, and in the sea, is no great 


* Pire-fiies ” 


marvel, since matter, food, and nature are the cause. 


But that there should spring from fire winged crea- 
tures which men call ‘ Fire-flies,’® and that these 
should live and flourish in it, flying to and fro about 
it, is a startling fact. And what is more extra- 


ordinary, when these creatures stray outside the 


@ Mod. Maritza. 
> Lit. ‘ fire-born’; these are not what are now called fire- 
flies,’ and are unknown to modern science. 
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ON ANIMALS, II. 2-4 


yange of the heat to which they are accustomed and 
take in cold air, they at once perish. And why they 


should be born in the fire and die in the air others 
must explain. | 





¢ . ee | 
3. Of ev dprides ot Erepot avaBaivovrat, ws Ad- 


-yos, af Se yeSdves 08, GAG TovTwr ye evayria 3, With other birds the hen is mounted by the cock, Swallows 


neir 


ue puiges eort. Kal TO alriov otdev 7 pvows. A€yer 
dé 6 mrciwv Adyos étt Tedpixact. Tov Tnpéa Kab 
dedoixace un mote apa mpocepmiaas AdUpa. «ira 
epydonra Tpaywoiay Kawhv. hv de dpa Kat TooTO 
xXeAdove SBpov é€k Tis ddoews, Ws ye ewe Kpivew, 
TO TyLUcTOTOY: _ampobetica. Thy ois mepdvats’. €av 
TUXN, Ope adbes. ri obv ére Tov Tetpeciay ddoper, 
xaitot pr evrav0l? <pdvovy,8 ddAdd Kal -év ddov 
codwrarov,* ws “Ounpos Aéyet ; —_ 


oe Loa eprepa ottw KékAnrat, AaBdvta To 
dvopa x Tob peTpoV Tod Kata Tov Biov- TiKTeTaL 
5 ~ 4 4 3 7 

yap° ev 7@ oly, Kat dvotyGévros tot} oKedous 
70, be e€érmn Kal ide To dds Kal. réOvyKer. 
odKobv mapeAbeiv ev adrots és Tov Biov eOwKev 7 
_dvous, TOY dé ev abt@ Kaxdv éppvoaro rHv Taxi- 
orn, pare Ti tay tdiwv ovudopdv jAolnpévors 
peyTE pany Twos T&v dAdotpiwv pdprvo. yeyernpe- 
vous. 


Fi é 
2 peraddBwouw. 2 éyravbot. 
3 <udvov> add. H. 4 codwrator yuxar. 
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@ 'Tereus Tied Procne and later anes false . oe 
'. retences, 
her-sister Philomela, ‘To punish him Procne slow there son 
Itys and then fled with her sister. When pursued by Tereus 


go 


so they say ; not so Swallows: their manner of coupling mating 


is the reverse. Nature alone knows the reason for 
this. But the common explanation is that the hens 
are afraid of Tereus,* and fear lest one day he steal 


secretly upon them and enact a fresh tragedy. Now 


in my opinion the most valuable gift that Nature has 
bestowed upon the Swallow is this, that if it chance 
to be blinded with a brooch-pin, it regains its sight. 
Why then do we continue to sing the praises. of 
Teiresias, even though he was the wisest of men not 
only on earth but also in Hades, as Homer tells us 


(Od. 10. 493]? 


4. There are creatures called Ephemera (living only ‘Ephemera’ 


for a day) ® that take their name from their span of 
life, for they are generated in wine, and when the 

vessel is opened they fly out, see the light, and die. 

Thus it is that Nature has permitted them to come to 

life, but has rescued them as soon as possible from 

life’s evils, so that they are neither aware of their 

own misfortune nor are spectators of the misfortune. 
of others. . 


all three were changed into birds, T. into a hoopoe (or hawk), 
Procne a swallow, Philomela into a nightingale. 

> Perhaps the ‘ Vinegar-fly,’ belonging to the genus Droso- 
phila. ; | 


or 
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Aéyet mpeaPoriv 7 Twa Kal yepovra dé ovvoikodyTa 
adr exOpebar tovde Tov TpOPyLov Serdard ® ot 
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kat dudrpopés of Hv 6 Ta&v mpeoBuTayv vids, Kab 
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de peemner tet AMEIAMASSET a termrencaon: = 0 


while from the bite of an Asp,? either by summoning 


‘And if a man has a stick in his hand and the Basilisk 


ON ANIMALS, II. 5-6 






5. Men have, it is true, recovered after a long The Asp, 
1 1 


excision to their aid or with the utmost fortitude 
enduring cautery, or they have in their plight pre- 
vented the poison from spreading by taking the 
necessary medicines. 

The Basilisk measures but a span, yet at the sight The 
of it the longest snake not after an interval but on 
the instant, at the mere impact of its breath, shrivels. 





pONPENSH 


peed PEAT, eR SS RUSS BEREAN REEL SORGAREIAEEY, os 
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Lesneeiel 
FE tated SLAY I ASFA CAS PEIN TELLS EOLA 
LSE ITLL EES PTLD EEG TEEN LEE 


psi 
Lib beshio ts 


ipa 


a seinen tte tO OCURENERLE ESOS LEI o BN SS 


bites it, the owner of the rod dies. 


6. The Dolphin’s love of music and its affectionate Dolphin and 
nature are a constant theme, the former with the he eae 
people of Corinth (with whom the Lesbians concur), | 
the latter with the inhabitants of Ios. The Lesbians — | 
tell the story of Arion of Methymna ; what happened 
in Ios with the beautiful boy and his swimming and 
the Dolphin is told by the inhabitants of Ios. 

- A certain Byzantine, Leonidas by name, declares 
that while sailing past Aeolis he saw with his own 
eyes at the town called Poroselene ® a tame Dolphin 
which lived in the harbour there and behaved towards 
the inhabitants as though they were personal friends. 
And further he declares that an aged couple fed this 
foster-child, offering it the most alluring baits. 
What is more, the old couple had a son who was 
brought up along with the Dolphin, and the pair 


@ But see 1. 54. 
® Poroselene, island and town, the largest of the Hecatonnesi 


lying between Lesbos and Asia Minor. 
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dypas evadious Ta pev eavT®@ Seimvov elye, Ta dé 
Tois oiKeiots amédepev’ ot d€ YOecav TobTo Kal 


é 4 > £f : 4 3 ~ : : 
 pevToe Kal avéwevov Tov €€ adtod ddpov dopevws. 


Kal pia pev Hv nde 7 wpdcodos, exeivn dé GAAn. 
dvoua® rH dedAdivu. ws TB tradi ot Opepdpevor 
eJevro: Kal 6 mats TH ovvtpodia Oappv, toto * 
atTov emi Twos mpoBAHTos oTas TémTov eKdAEL, Kat 
apa TH KAjoe Kai éxoAdKevev:. 6 Sé, elite ampos 
elpeciay nutAAGTé twa, clr’ éxvBiora Tdv dAAwY 
doo. mEept TOV y@pov émAavevro ayedaion Kata- 
oKiptav, «tr EeOjpa° emevyovons Tis ‘yaorpos 
atrov, erravyes Kat pudda ye wKioTa Sikny édavvo- 
pevns vews ToAAG tH pobiw, Kai mAnoiov tdv 


~ la By : 
TALOLK@Y yevopevos ovpTraioTns TE Hv Kal ouve- 


fs 4 ~ \ aN \ . “o - 

oKipra, Kal mh pev TD TALOL TAPEVHYETO, 7H OE 6 
a ‘ - Fd ; +e 

deApis ota mpoxadrovpevos eita pévror és Tiv 

¢ \_. \ \ % “~ : 

aptArav rHv mpos® adrov Ta mradika Daye. Kal 
1 at pada b. 

2 arpoepnuevny. 

3 dvoya, O€ Kal. 

+ Schn: robrov. ee ae 

5 etre és Ofjpay Kai pdda ye.’ °° 8 igi 
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cared for the Dolphin and their own son, and some- 
how by dint of being brought up together the man- 


child and the fish gradually came without knowing it 


to love one another, and, as the oft-repeated tag has 
it, ‘a super-reverent counter-love was cultivated ’ 
by the aforesaid. So then the Dolphin came to_ 
love Poroselene as his native country and grew as 
fond of the harbour as of his own home, and what is 
more, he repaid those who had cared for him what 
they had spent on feeding him. And this was how 
he did it. When fully grown he had no need of 
being fed from the hand, but would now swim . 
further out, and as he ranged abroad in his search for 
some quarry from the sea, would keep some to feed 
himself, and the rest he would bring to his ‘relations.’ 
And they were aware of this and were even glad to 
wait for the tribute which he brought. This then 
was one gain; another was. as follows. As to the 
boy so to the Dolphin his foster-parents gave a 
name, and the boy with the courage born of their 
common upbringing would stand upon some spot 
jutting into the sea and call the name, and as 
he called would use soothing words. Whereat the 


‘Dolphin, whether he was racing with some oared 


ship, or plunging and leaping in scorn of all other 
fish that roamed in shoals about the spot, or. was 
hunting under stress of hunger, would rise to the 
surface with all speed, like a ship that raises a 
great wave as it drives onward, and drawing near to 


his loved oné would frolic and gambol at his side; 


at one moment would swim close by the boy, at 
another would seem to challenge him and even 
induce his favourite to race with him. And what was 
even more astounding, he would at times even decline 
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To ere Gada, améorn Kat ris mpotns Tore Kal 
8) Kal tneviéato atr@, ola vindpevos nOdéws 
Symov. Taira Toivuv EKEKNPUKTO, Kal TOtS TrA€oU- 
ow dpapa eddxer adv Kal Tots aAdots do0. 7 rods 
dyaba elye, Kal Tots mpeoPdrais Kat TH perpakiep 
mpdoaooos Hv. 


7. "Ev ABdn hysdvous 1 7) retpwpevous *Apyé- 
Aaos dyer 7 ameurdvras bad Sibovs eppibbat 
vexpovs modAovs. moAAdKis 5€ Chewy Eemippedoay 
didov mdmokv t&v Kpedv eobiew: emdv 8é 
BactAricxov cupiypatos axovon, Ta jev b70 Tots 
ciAvois 2? Kat TH bdpupw adavilecdar THY TaxtoTHy 
Kat dmokptrreoa, tov dé mpoceAGdvra Kara 
morn thy eipivyv Semvetv, elra abOis drocupilew 
Kat dmadAdrrecbar, Tods Sé tusdvous Kal TO 
Seimvov 76 €€ adtadv onuaivecbar To evTed0ev, TO 
rob Adyou Toro, ao7pois. 


8. Adyot daciv EdBodwy Sedpo goirdvres, rods 
dduéas Tods exetae Tos SeAdiot Tots exethe toopot~ 
play tis Onpas drovépew: Kal axovw THY dypav 
rowdTnv. ‘yadnvny elvat ypy, Kal et TAO ovTws 


4 ~*~ rf ~ ? i : : 
EXEL, THS Mpmwpas TWY AKATLWY Koidas Twas 


eCapraow eaxapidas mupos évaxudlovros’ Kat 
ciot Stadaveis, ds Kat oréyew® To Tip Kat pr 
KpUmrew TO Pas. invods KaAotaw avTas. ot 
toivuv ixbis Sediacr Ty adyhy Kat THY Aaprydova 
Svowrrobvrat’ Kal ob pev ovK €lddtes 6 TL BovAeTau 


¢€ é 
1 futdvous Tivds. 2 idvot. 


3 Reiske: oréyew Kat. 
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ness and are dazzled by the glare, and some of them 
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the winner’s place and actually swim second, as 
though presumably he was glad to be defeated. 

These happenings were noised abroad, and those 
who sailed thither reckoned them among the excel- 
lent sights which the city had to show; and to the 
old people and to the boy they were a source of 
revenue. 


7. Archelaus tells us that in Libya mules that 
have been wounded or which have succumbed from 
thirst are thrown out for dead in great numbers. 
And frequently a multitude of snakes of all kinds 
comes streaming up to eat their flesh, but whenever 
they hear the hiss of the Basilisk they disappear as 
swiftly as possible into their dens or beneath the 


The Basilisk 


and other 


snakes 


sand, and hide; so the Basilisk on reaching the spot 


feasts in complete tranquillity. Then again with a 
hiss he is off, and thereafter as to the mules and to 
the feast which they provide, ‘ he marks their place,’ 
as the saying has it, ‘ only by the stars.’ ¢ 


8. There are stories which reach us from Euboea of ae 


fisher-folk in those parts sharing their catch equally Dolphin 


with the Dolphins in those parts. And I am told 
that they fish in this way. The weather must be 
calm, and if it is, they attach to the prow of their 
boats some hollow braziers with fire burning in them, 
and one can see through them, so that while retain- 
ing the fire they do not conceal the light. They call 
Now the fish are afraid of the bright- 


not knowing what is the purpose of the thing they see, 
@ Ie, he never returns; cp. Jebb on Soph. OT 795. 
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TO opwmpevov, mAnoidlovat, wabeiv. BovAdtuevoe rob 


poPoivros apas tiv airiay: elra éxrdAayevres 7 
mpos Twe mwétpa yovyalovow aOpdow madAAcpevor 
TH Séee H €s THY Hova exrintovow WOovpevor, Kal 
éoixact ois €upeBpovrnpévors. ovTw ye ‘pp 
StaKeywevous pGoTov €orTw Hon Kai TpLaivn mardafac. 
emetoav ov Dedowvrat of deAdives Tovs dAueas TA 
mip eé€dubavras, éavtods edrperifovor. Kal ot 
(pev npéua drepérrovow, ot 5é SeAdives rods 
efwrépw tov ix8twr doBotvres WOobat Kat rod 
diadidpdoKew avacreAdovow. odKobtyv éxelvot me- 
Copevot travrTaxdlev Kal Tpdmov Twa KeKUKAWpEVOL 
EK TE THS ToUTwWY cipedias Kal THs vi~ews Tis 
exeivwy ovvidow aduKxra eivai odio, Kal mapa- 
_pévovot Kal ddioxovras mapmodd Te yphua. Kal 
ot deAdives mpociacw 1 ws amatrobvres TOO Kowob 
movou THY emKapriav THY ddetdAoperny odiow ék 
Tijs vous, Kat ot ye aAtets muaTOs Kal edyvwpdves 
adioravrat Tots cuvOynpois Tot Siuxatov pépous, et 
BovdAovrat Kat madw odior ovppdyovs axdyrovs 
 mapetvat Kat ampopaciorovs. muaTevovot yap ot 
— é€xet Padarroupyol ore mapaBdrres eLovow eyOpovs 
ovs elyov mpdrepov didous. . 


9, "EAados dduy wkd, kard twa dvoews Swpedv 


Gavpactiy: Kat odK av adrov Siaddbo év TS dw- 


deh wv 6 exftoTos, adAd mpocepeioas TH KaTa- 
Spon Tod Saxerod ® rods éavtod pwuethpas Bratd- 
TaTa, eomvel, Kat EAket Ws Wwyyt TH TvedpaTt, Kal 
GKOVTO mpodyel, Kat TpoKUTTOVTA adTov éobiew 
apxeTat Kal paddvord ye did yeysdvos Spa roto. 
98 1 Schn: mpotacw. | 
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draw pear from a wish to discover: what it is that. 
frightens them. Then terror-stricken they either 
lie still in a mass close to some rock, quivering with 
fear, or are cast ashore as they are jostled along, and 
seem thunderstruck. Of course in that condition it 
is perfectly easy to harpoon them. | So. when the 
Dolphins observe that the fishermen have lit their fire, 
they get ready to act, and while the men row softly 
the Dolphins scare the fish on the outskirts and push 
them and prevent any escape. Accordingly the fish 
sressed on all sides and in some degree surrounded, 
yealise that there is no escaping from the men that 


row and the Dolphins that swim; so they remain 


where they are and are caught in great numbers. 
And the Dolphins approach as though demanding 
the profits of their common labour due to them from 
this store of food. And the fishermen loyally and 
gratefully resign to their comrades in the chase their 
just portion—assuming that they wish them to come 
again, unsummoned and prompt, to their aid, for 
those toilers of the. sea are convinced that if they 
omit to do this, they will make enemies of those who 


were once friends. 


9. A Deer defeats a snake by an extraordinary gift 
that Nature has bestowed. And the fiercest snake 
lying in its den cannot escape, but the Deer applies 
its nostrils to the spot where the venomous creature 
lurks, breathes into it with the utmost force, attracts 
it by the spell, as it. were, of its breath, draws it 


forth against its will, and when it peeps out, begins 


to eat it. Especially in the winter does it do this. 





2 rot Sdpov. 
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non pevtor tis! Kai Képas eAddov E€oas, efra 76 
Eéopa és mip évéBade, Kal 6 Kamvos aviv SidKet 
Tous Opes TavTaydbev, unde Thy dour drope- 
vovTas. 


10. "Kort pev tiv dAdws * 6 inmos yadpov: Kal 
yap Kat TO wéyefos Kal TO Tdyos adrov Kal Tob 
avdyévos To bynddov Kat 4 TOV oKeAdv bypdrns Kat 
y) TOV omay Kpobaus se ppvdayya Kat todov 
dvdiyer padcora de Kow@oa immos aBporatov ré 
€oTt Kat OpumTiuxwrarov. atydler yoby avapyvat 
TOUS ovous avrHy, lararep dé yapovupévn 7derar, Kat 
eauTny aftot Tav peyioTwy. smep obv cuvelddres 
ot BovdAduevor Hytdvous odiot yevéobar, arobpi- 
Gavres THS lrmov THY YaiTny EiK Kal ws ervyev, 
elra pLevTou Tovs dvous erdyovow: % Sé trouver 
tov addofov non yawéeTyv, mpOTov aidovpévy. Kal 
LopokaAns dé eouxe peuvjobat tod wdGous. 


ii. Tepe pev THs TOV eAchdvrwv oodias efrov 
adrayoht, Kat pevtor Kal mept THs Ojpas abrav 
Kat tadvryns* elzov dAiya éx ToMAdv dv édpacav 
dAdo. ro Sé viv eyov goua> epeiv epi re 
evpovoias atrdv Kat edmeifeias Kal ras és Ta 
palypara edKodias, xaderd suws ovTa Kal 


3 ? “ ? ~ 
avOpamm roxeiv,® wh Te yodv rocovTw Onpiw Kal 
4 e t 


id / / 
OUTW TEWS ayplwTaTw ovyyevéobar. yopeiay yap 
\ ? 4 A f 
Kal opynorikny Kat Batvey mpds pvOuov Kat 
1 aug after é\ddou in MSS. 
3 ‘; wv + 3 ~ ¥ 
THY ddAws] Kal x Tay dAdwv.. 


3 Kpotois mavra. 
4 ratra. 5 Schn: é@yxa. 
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Indeed it has even happened that a man has ground 
a Deer’s horn to powder and then has thrown the 
powder into fire, and that the mounting smoke has 
driven the snakes from all the neighbourhood: even 
the smell is to them unendurable. 


10. The Horse is generally speaking a proud crea- Mare and 


ture, the reason being that his size, his speed, his 
tall neck, the suppleness of his limbs, and the clang 
of his hooves make him insolent and vain. But it is 
chiefly a Mare with a long mane that is so full of airs 
and graces. For instance, she scorns to be covered 
by an ass, but is glad to mate with a horse, regarding 
herself as only fit for the greatest <of her kind). 
Accordingly those who wish to have mules born, 
knowing this characteristic, clip the Mare’s mane in 
a haphazard fashion anyhow, and then put asses to 
her. Though ashamed at first, she admits her present 
ignoble mate. Sophocles also appears to mention 
this humiliation [ fr. 659P].¢ 


11. Touching the sagacity of Elephants I have 
spoken elsewhere; and further, I have spoken too 
of the manner of hunting them, mentioning but a 
few of the numerous facts recorded by others. For 
the present I intend to speak of their sense for music 
and their readiness to obey and their aptitude for 
learning things which are difficult even for mankind, 
to say nothing of so huge an animal and one hitherto 
so fierce to encounter. The movements of a chorus, 
the steps of a dance, how to march in time, how to 


@ See 11. 18. 
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adtrod dopevws + dxovew Kal ovrvidvar jywv S10- 
popds, 7 Bpaddvew evdiddvtwr 7 Tayvvew mapop- 
HCOvTODV, pale. oidev eXépas, Kal axpiBot Kal 
ov opdMerau. ovTws apa 7 pvows peyeler pev 
avrov peyloTov eipydoaTo, pabnows * 8é mpadraror 
amepnve Kal edaywyov. et ev obv ewedov tiv év 
lvoois adbradv etreieay Kat edudBevav 7) ri ep 
Aidtomig y) Tay ev AtBin ypddew, tows dv tw Kal 
Bdbov eddxour Twa cupmAdoas Koumdalew, ira, 
én oyun Tob Onpiov THs ploews KaTaibevdeobar- 
orrep.exptv Spav prrocogotrra, avopa WKioTA Kal 
iAnfetas épacrny Sudmrupor. a d€ adros cldov Kat 
arwa mporepov ev 7H “Peun mpaxderra avéyparay 
aAAot mpoetAcuny eirreiv, émidpaywv ddtya ék roA- 
Adv, ovx HKwor Kal evredbev GTOOELKYUS THY Tod 
Cou iudryTa. _mnepebeis 4 erépas mpactardy 
€oTl, Kal. ayeTat pdota és 6 Ti Tis ® Adder. Kal To 
ye mpeoBurara TYG Tov xpdvov ép@ mparov. 
Beas emeTeAet Poopaious 0 Deppavixds 6 Kaicap: 
ein 6 av adeAgidots TiBepiov obdros. odkobv 
eyevovTo 
Kal OjAcvan, eira, e€ adrav éréyOnoay adbuyeveis. 
Kat ore Ta K@Aa drip~avto mHyvvaba, aodds 


avyip optrety rovovrots Onpiows éemwr ous, 
nptots émmAevoev adrovs, 


/ ‘ 4 3 on 
darpovia Twi Kal exmdAnkrich SidacKkadrig perayes- 


produevos. mpoofye b€ adrovs dpa hovyq riv ye: 


¢ X 7 “a f 
TMPwWTHY Kat mpdws Tos dwdypwact SeddaTa arra 


rs 


> ~ 3 / 
1 gbhot dopévws] avAoupeévovs. 


2 Jac: paljoe. 


3 rév Cohav. 
* Schn: jpepwber. 
5 6 ts. 8 évévovro per. 
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\ » 3 am ¢ ? / . 
Kal appeves ev TH “Pan réAcoe wAciovs 
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enjoy the sound of flutes, how to distinguish different 
notes, when to slacken pace as permitted or when to 
quicken at command—all these things the Elephant 
has learnt and knows how to do, and does accurately 
without making mistakes. Thus, while nature has 
ereated him to be the largest of animals, learning 
has rendered him the most gentle and docile. Now 
had I set out to write about the readiness to obey 
and to learn among elephants in India or in Ethiopia 
or in Libya, anyone might suppose that I was con- 
cocting some pretentious tale, that in fact I was on 
the strength of hearsay about the beast giving a 
completely false account of its nature. That is the 
last thing that a man in pursuit of knowledge and an 
ardent lover of the truth has any right to do. In- 
stead I have preferred to state what I have myself 
seen and what others have recorded as having 
formerly occurred in Rome, treating summarily a 
few facts out of many, which nevertheless sufficiently 
demonstrate the peculiar nature of the beast. 


The Elephant when once tamed is the gentlest of P 


Elephants 


erforming 


creatures and is easily induced to do whatever one in Rome 


wants. Now keeping due eye on the time, I shail 
state the most important events first. Germanicus 
Caesar was about to give some shows for the Romans. 
(He would be the nephew ¢ of Tiberius.) There were 
in Rome several full-grown male and female elephants, 
and there were calves born of them in the country ; 
and when their limbs began to grow firm, a man who 
was clever at dealing with such beasts trained them 
and instructed them with uncanny and astounding 
dexterity. To begin with he introduced them in a 
quiet, gentle fashion to his instructions, supplying 


* Or rather, the adopted son. 
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erdywv Kal Tpodas HOloTas Kal TemrouKtAuevas és 
TO eraywydv Te Kal épodkov, ws et TL pev Fv? 
dypioTntos, TobTo éexBadetv, aravropodfca* dé 
mpos TO TjuEepov Kal dpwoyéerws avOpwreov. Kal 
hv ye Ta pabypara adA@v * axovovras pn éKpai- 
veobat, Kal Tupmdvwv apafov KpoTodyros 1) 
raparrecbat, Kal KnArcioat adpiyyt, pépew Se Kal 


¥ 3 


nyous éxpedcts® Kat moddv euPawovrwv ypodov 


Kal pony ovppuyn e€erroviOynaav dé kat avOpdrrwy 
700s pn Sedievar. Hv dé Kal exciva didaypara 
dvdpikd, mpos THY THS TAnyHs KaTadopay py Ov- 
potcba, pndé phy avaykalouevous Avyilew te 
Tov pedOv Kal Kdpmrew OpynoTiK@s TE Kal xopt~ 
KOs elra és Oupov eEdmreobat, Kat Tatra pwopys 
Te Kal GAKiis eb yKovras. ddaer pev odv TobTO 
meovertypa 707 Kal pdha YEVVLKOV, pn) exetv 
| ardKTws pnde amelas mpos tratdedpata avipw- 
mud: émel d€ amédnvev abtovs 6 épynorodiddcKa- 
dos Kal pdda ye codods, Kat HxptBouv Ta eK THs 
 qawWevoews, ovK eedoavTo THs SidacKkadias Tov 
movov, daciv, év0a émideiEacGar Ta mawWedpara 
adrovs 4 ypela adv TH Katp@ TrapexdAa. dwdexa 
pev yap TOV d,ptO pov ode 6 xopos Hoav> mwapHAGov 
ye pany evredev Tod Dearpov Kal exetlev veunbevtes, 
Kal elojeoay aBpa pev Baivovres, Opumriuds de 
70 o@pa way dwayéovres, Kal HuretxovTo xopevTi- 
Kas oToAds Kal avOwds. Kat Too ye yopoAeKrov 
7H pwvh pdvov drroonunvavros ob O€ emi oTotyov 
neoav, daciv, ef robro éxédevoey 6 dibd£as: €ira 


? Ld “~ 
: aywyov. 2 ei pev ve evy Cobet. 
“~ ‘ ~ 
eravropoAjoat. - 4 Kat adrAdv. 
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them with delicacies and the most appetising food, 
varied so as to allure and entice them into abandon- 
ing all trace of ferocity and into becoming renegades, 
that is tame and to some degree human. So what 
they learnt was not to go wild at the sound of flutes, 
not to be alarmed at the beating of drums, to be 
charmed by the pipe and to endure discordant notes, 
the beat of marching feet, and the singing of crowds. 
Moreover they were thoroughly trained not to be 
afraid of men in masses. And further their dis- 
ciplining was manly in the following respects: they 
were not to get angry at the infliction of a blow, nor, 
when obliged to move some limb and to sway in time 
to dance or song, to burst into.a rage, even though 
they had attained to such strength and courage. Now 
to refrain by instinct from misbehaving and from 
flouting the instruction given by a man is a virtue and 
a mark of nobility. When therefore the dancing- 
master had brought them to a high degree of pro- 
ficiency, and they performed accurately what he had 
taught them, they did not disappoint the labour 
spent on their training (so they say) in the place 
where in due time the occasion demanded that they 
should display what they had been taught. Now 
this troupe was twelve in number, and they advanced 
in two groups from the right and the left sides of the 
theatre. They entered with a mincing gait, sway- 
ing their whole body in a delicate manner, and they 
were clothed in the flowered garments of dancers. 
And at no more than a word from the conductor they 
formed into line (so we are told)—supposing that to 
have been their teacher’s order. Then again they 


er 


5 Jac: éupereis. 
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> r / > : 
ad madw mepinpyovro és KvKAov, broonphvavtos 


teva TaBTy* Kal ef e€eXrrew der, Empattov avro, 
Kal avn pevroe pimtrobvres exdopouy TO ddrredov 
olde, peTpp Kal gewdot Sp@vres, Kat Te Kat} 
emextomouv Tois mooi, yopetov Te? Kal oupysedres 
opoppobodvres ot adrot. Aduwva pev otv Kat 
DarivGapov Kal “Aptordgevov rat DirAdgevov kat aa- 
Aovs ETPOLEW jovourtis KaAALOTA, «Kal €V dXdyous 
efeTaleoBau THVoE Tv oopiay Oavpacrov pév 
dmuaTov d€ Kal TrapdAoyoy ovdayas’ TO bé alrtov, 
avOpwros C@dov éott AoyiKov Kat vob Kat oyuapod 
Xwpyticdy: Cov dé avapOpov cuvievar. kat pubuod 
Kad pedovs Kat dvddrrew oyfua- Kat éeupédrccav 
fu) Toparpérrew Kat amomAnpoty tay didaybévTwv 
THY darairnow, gicews Sapa Tatra dpa Kai 
Wiors Kad EKaoTov eKTAnKTIKH. Ta Oe emt 
Tovrous Kal expnvat > tov Gearyy tkavd: yapa~ 
Chrwy Kkrwav ortBddes * ev 7H dw tod Gedrpov 
refeioat, eira €déEavto TuActa ® kat emt rovrots 


\ ? > # 
OT 6 ? > / : 
pwpvny moucidny, oixias® péeya eddaipovos Kat 


7 ~ 
ae ee oaph 7 papripias Kat KvAikia Hv 
lon \ “~ 
770 uTEAH Tapaketeva, Kal Kparhpes xXpvoot Kal 
“a 3 a a 
apyupot, Kat ev adrots vdowp maproAv, tpamelai 


: i / 
Te TapexewTo Ovov te Kat eAédavros ed pada 


? ‘1 > ? > > “~ 
| ooBapat, Kat hv er atTdv Kpéa Kat dprot, 7rapBo- 
pwraruv eumArijaa Caw 4 LKOVO 5 
senda AG) pwv yaotépas ikava rabra. 
~ ~ 3 
erret O€ TA THs TapacKents extrAca Te Kal apdiradH 
£) “ ‘4 
nv, TmaphnAGov ot Satrupdves, E€ ev appeves, iod- 
1 wai te Kai] adrixa 8’. | 
ae 3 dxua 
expavat. 


4 Wytt: as ortPdbdes. 


5 rvAta. 
106 








| 
: 
] 
3 
ae 
J 
: 
| 
i 
t 


ON ANIMALS, II. 11 


wheeled into a circle when he so ordered them, and 
if they had to deploy, that also they did. And then 
they sprinkled flowers to deck the floor, but with 


moderation and economy, 
stamped, keeping time in a 

That .Damon therefore, 
xenus, Philoxenus, and oth 
music and should be numbered among th 


and now and again they 
rhythmical dance. 

that Spintharus, Aristo- 
ers should be experts in 


e few for 


their knowledge of it is certainly matter for wonder 
but by no means incredible or absurd. The reason 


is that man is a rational animal capable of under- 
standing and logical thought. But that an in- 
articulate animal should comprehend rhythm and 


melody, should follow th 


dance without a false 


lessons required of it—these a 
Nature, and each one is a singularity th 


with amazement. 


But what followed was enough 


e movements of a tragic 


step, fulfilling all that its 


re gifts bestowed by 
at fills one. 


to send the specta- 


tor wild with delight. On the sand of the theatre 


were placed mattresses 0 


f low couches, and on these 


in turn cushions, and over them embroidered cover- 
lets, clear evidence of a house of great prosperity and 


ancestral wealth. And close at 


hand were set costly 


goblets and bowls of gold and of silver, and in them 


a large quantity of water; 


and beside them were 


placed tables of citrus wood and of ivory, of great 
were laden with meat and 


magnificence, and they 


bread enough to satisfy 
voracious animals. So a 


were completed in all 


queters came on, Six males and an equal number of 


ee A A 


6 + 2 ff 
Kat OLKLAS. 


their abundance, 


the stomachs of the most 
s soon as the preparations 


the ban- 


i a 


7 cadds. 
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prOpor de at OryAevat adrois: Kal of pev } dppevenndy 
oroAny etxov, at d€ OA, Kal KatexAivnoay 2 ody 
Koopnm ovvdvacievres dppev re Kal OfAv. Kal 
drroonpavavros Tas mpoBookidas ws yeipas KeKo~ 
aopevs mpovrewwor, Kat €orotvTo «3 pddAa 
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maLoud Kat ody UBper. modAd Sé Kal dAda. dvéypa- 
pay ® Towatra Tis iduarntos Tavde Tov Cawv 
copa Kai éxndnkrind. eéyw Sé elSov Kai ypdupara 
ypapovra, émt mivaxos ‘Pwyata dortpaBés 7H 
mpoBooridt Kal dtpéntws: adj énéxertro <4) 4 
xetp Tob diwdgavTos €s tiv TOV ypappdrwv 
mabaywyoboa mepiypadyy, éoTe amoypabat 6d 
Cov: TO dé areves EWpa KATW. TeEmTatdevpevous 
elvan Tous opfaduovs 7H Cam Kal ypapparicods 
elzres av. 


12. "Eyer pévrou kat 6 Aayws® cvpdveis i8id- 
THTAS. ekmenTapévols pev yap tots Pr|eddpo.s 
xabedder, KaTnyopel S€ adrob Ta ern tpwydas 
Twas tropaivuy. gpéper dé Kal ev rH vyddu ra 
pev nuutedf, Ta, 8 ddiver, Ta Sé 4Sy of Térexran. 
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females; the former were clad in masculine garb, the. 
latter in feminine; and they took their places in 
orderly fashion in pairs, a male and a female. And 
at a signal they reached forward their trunks 
modestly, as though they were hands, and ate with 
great decorum. And not one of them gave the 
impression of being a glutton nor yet of trying to 
forestall others or of being inclined to snatch too 
large a portion, as the Persian did who occurs in 
Xenophon the golden.? . And when they wanted to 
drink, a bowl was placed by each one, from which 
they sucked up the water with their trunks and 
drank it in an orderly manner, and then proceeded to 
squirt <the attendants» ? in fun, not by way of insult. 

Many similar stories have been recorded showing 
the astounding ingenuity of these animals. And I 
myself have seen one actually with its trunk writing 
Roman letters on a tablet in a straight line without 
any deviation. The only thing was that the in- 


‘structor’s hand was laid upon it, directing it to the 


shape of the letters until the animal had finished 
writing; and it looked intently down. You would 
have said that the animal’s eyes had been taught 
and knew the letters. 


12. The Hare has certain innate. characteristics. 
For one thing it sleeps with its eyelids open; for 
another it proclaims its age when it half shows certain 
apertures, Also it carries some of its young half- 
formed in its womb, some it is in process of bearing, 
others it has already borne. : 

& Xen. An. 7.3. 23; Arystas was however an Arcadian, not 
a Persian. ‘Golden,’ cf. Diog. La. 10. 8 [lAdrwva xpwoiv, 


Lauer. 3. 12 [Epicurt] aurea dicta. 
> Or ‘each other’? 


The Hare 
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emtBoudny OwWdoKe. onucip TWL aTEKUapTH, Kal 
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mpopnvuer, iva pn mpTE aponv es Epa teptoyebev 
amohnras. 7 Tow Tod Biov brdbeows TH peyiorw 
TO Bpdxvorov gorw. gouxe 8& Katamvavbey 76 
Cov pare opav ert pre aKovetv, civas 6€ mpoBAnua 
Kal Tis oxpews Kat THs aKons TOY capKdy Tov 
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avaykn, Tob mavTwv avT@ Ta&v mpoeipnucvev 
airiov mpoatroAwAéros, Kat €xelvo azroAdaba. 


1 gX’you mavra. 
Aeukés. 
_* £8€> add. A. 
5 Reiske: avrayv. 
8 Jac: mpd 
> mpdeow, 
* Abresch: atré. 


2 Ges: paxpds.. 


XIO 








ON ANIMALS, II. 13 


13. All the large fishes, with the exception of the Fishes and 
Shark, require a leader, and are guided by its eyes. leaders 


The leader is a small, slim fish with an elongated 
head, but its tail is narrow, according to the authori- 
ties on the subject. But whether Nature has con- 
ferred upon each large fish the aforesaid guide, or 
whether it associates with the large fish of its own 
free will out of friendliness, I am unable to say, but 
I prefer to believe that this is done under the com- 


~ pulsion of Nature, for this fish never swims by itself, 


but moves in front of the large fish’s head and is its 
leader and, as it were, tiller. [or instance, it fore- 
sees and takes previous notice of everything on be- 
half of the large fish; it forewarns it of everything 
by the tip of its tail, and by its contact signals to the 
fish, keeping it away from what is to be feared but 
leading it on to what will feed it. And by some 
invisible sign it warns the fish that its pursuers have 
designs upon it, and gives timely indication of those 
spots which a creature of its size ought not to ap- 
proach, if it is not to be surrounded and perish utterly’ 
on some reef. : - 

So then the first essential for the life of the largest 
of creatures is the smallest. And it seems that when 
the large fish becomes very fat it can no longer see 
nor hear, the vast bulk of its flesh being an-obstacle 
to sight and to hearing. But the ‘leader ’ is never 
seen apart from the large fish; if however, with its 
responsibility for the services described above, it 
dies first, then the large fish is bound to die 
also. | | 7 

III 
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14. The Chameleon is not disposed to remain of Te 


one and the same colour for men to see and recognise, 
but it conceals itself by misleading and deceiving the 
eye of the beholder. Thus, if you come across one 
that appears black, it changes its semblance to green, 
as though it had changed its clothes; then again it 
assumes a bluish-grey tint and appears different, like 
an actor who puts on another mask or another gar- 
ment. This being so, one might say that even 
Nature, though she does not boil anyone down nor 
apply drugs, like a Medea or a Circe, is also a 


sorceress. 


15. You must know that the Pilot-fish frequents the 
open sea and loves to dwell in the depths more than 
all others of which we have heard tell. But either it 
detests the land or the land detests the fish. Well, 
when vessels are cleaving the mid-ocean these Pilot- 
fish swim up as though they were in love with them and. 
attend them like a bodyguard, circling this way and 
that as they gambol and leap. Now the passengers 


The 
Pilot-fish 


ave of course totally unable to tell how far they 
are from land, and even the sailors themselves are 


frequently mistaken as to the true fact. The 


Pilot-fish however can tell from a long way off, 


like a keen-scented hound which immediately gets 
wind of the prey, and then they are no longer so 
captivated by the vessel as to stay at her. side, but 


nnn nae aa 
& ddeordvat. 
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mass as at a signal and are off and away. There- 
upon those in control of the vessel know that they 
must look around for land, not because they judge 
by beacons but because they have been instructed 
py the aforesaid fish. 


16. If at any time a flush or a pallor appears on a The 
man’s bare and hairless skin it causes no astonish- Terandus 


ment. But the animal known as Tarandus (elk?) 
transforms itself hair and all, and can adopt such an 
infinite variety of colours as to bewilder the eye. 
It is a native of Scythia and in its [hide ?]* and its size 
resembles a bull; and the Scythians cover their 
shields with its hide and consider it a good counter 


to a spear. 


17. There is a fish whose province is the open sea, 
black in appearance, as long as an eel of moderate size, 
and deriving its name from what it does : with evil pur- 
pose it meets a vessel running at full speed before 
the wind, and fastening its teeth into the front of 
the prow, like a man vigorously curbing with bit and 
tightened rein an intractable and savage horse, it 
checks the vessel’s onrush and holds it fast. In vain 
do the sails belly in the middle, to no purpose do the 
winds blow, and depression comes upon the pas- 
sengers. But the sailors understand and realise what 
ails the ship; and it is from this action that the fish 


a Perhaps ‘ coats,’ 7.e. summer and winter coats of hair. 
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has acquired its name, for those who have had 
experience call it the Ship-holder.* 


18. In Homer skill in treating the wounded and Medicine in 
; wis the Heroic 
persons in need of medicine goes back as far as the Age 
third generation of pupil and master. Thus Patro- 
clus, son of Menoetius, is taught the healing art by 
Achilles,’ and Achilles, son of Peleus, is taught by 
Cheiron, son of Cronus. And heroes and children of 
the gods learnt about the nature of roots, the use of 
different herbs, the concocting of drugs, spells to 
reduce inflammations, the way to staunch blood, and 
everything else that they knew. And moreover 
there are discoveries which men of a later age have 
made. But that Nature really has no need of these 
ingenuities is proved by the case of the Elephant ; The 
for instance, when it is assailed with spears and a Weber 
shower of arrows, it eats the flower of the olive ° 

or the actual oil, and then shakes off every missile 


that has pierced it and is sound and whole again.’ 


19. [And here is another strange feature peculiar The Bear 
to this animal.]¢ The Bear is unable to produce a RUE one 
cub, nor would anyone allow, on seeing its offspring 
immediately after birth, that it had borne a living 
thing. Yet the Bear has been in labour, though the 
lump of nondescript flesh has no distinguishing mark, 

‘no form, and no shape. But the mother loves it and 
recognises it as her child, keeps it warm beneath her 


2 This is the Sucking-fish or Remora; see Thompson, Gk. 
fishes, p. 70. 

6 Hom. Jf. 11. 831. 

¢ ‘Unde Ael. florem oleae duxerit, nescio’ (Schneider). 

4 If these words belong here, the order of the chapters has 
been confused: ch. 19 should follow one on Bears. 
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* On the coast of Ionia opposite Chios. 
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thighs, smooths it with her tongue, fashions it into 
limbs, and little by little brings it into shape; and 
when you see it you would say that this is a Bear's 
cub. 


20. All Bulls have inflexible and rigid horns, and 
this is why, just as a man puts passion into his 
weapons, so a bull puts passion into its horns. But 
the oxen of Erythrae * can move their horns as they 
do their ears. — 


91. The land of Ethiopia (the place where the gods 
bathe, celebrated by Homer under the name of 


- Ocean,® is an excellent and desirable neighbour), 


this land, I say, is the mother of the very largest 
Serpents. For, you must know, they attain to a 
length of one hundred and eighty feet, and they are 
not called by the name of any species, but people say 
that they kill elephants, and these Serpents rival 


the longest-lived animals. Thus far the accounts 


from Ethiopia. But according to -accounts from 
Phrygia there are Serpents in Phrygia too, and these 
grow to a length of sixty feet, and every day in mid- 
summer some time after noon they creep out of their 
lairs. And on the banks of the river Rhyndacus ° 
while supporting part of their coils on the ground, 
they raise all the rest of their body and, steadily and 
silently extending their neck, open their mouth and 
attract birds by their breath, as it were by a spell. 
And the birds descend, feathers and all, into their 
stomach, drawn in by the Serpents’ breathing. And 


> Hom. II. 1. 428. 
¢ The Rhyndacus rises in mt Olympus in Mysia and flows 
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these singular practices they continue until sun- 
down; next, the Serpents hide and lie in wait for 
the flocks, and as they return to the sheepfolds from 
the pasture they fall upon them, and after a terrible 
slaughter they have frequently killed the herdsmen 
as well, thus obtaining a generous and abundant 


feast. 


92. Sprats are born of mud; they neither beget The Sprat 


nor are begotten of one another, but when the mud 
in the sea becomes altogether slimy and thick and 
turns black, it is warmed by some inexplicable and 
life-giving principle, undergoes a transformation, and 
is changed into innumerable living creatures. The 
Sprats are these creatures, resembling worms which 
are generated in mire and filth. And as soon as born, 
Sprats are excellent swimmers, and they do it natur- 
ally. Then by some mysterious agency they are led 
to safe places where they will find shelter and pro- 
tection, so that it will be possible for them to live. 
And their place of refuge is likely to be either some 
rock that rises to a great height or what are called 
‘baker’s pots’; these would be rocks full of em- 
brasures which the waves have in time eaten away 
until they have become hollow. These then are the 
retreats to which Nature has pointed them so that 
they shall not be battered and demolished by the 
swell of the sea; for they have little strength and 
are powerless to resist the impact of the waves. 
They need no food, indeed it is enough for them to 
lick one another. The way to catch them is to use 
exceedingly fine thread with thin pieces from the 
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warp of garments laced in. This device should be 
quite sufficient for catching and securing them, 
though for the capture of other fish it would be 
utterly inadequate. 
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23. Should you strike a Lizard with a stick and The ri 
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neither of the two parts is killed, but each moves 
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24. The poison of serpents is a thing to be dreaded, thes 
but that of the Asp is far worse. Nor are remedies 
and antidotes easy to discover, however ingenious 
one may be at beguiling and dispelling acute pains. 
Yet after all there is in man also a certain mysterious 
poison, and this is how it has been discovered. If 
you capture a Viper and grasp its neck very firmly 
and with a strong hand, and then open its mouth and 
spit into it, the spittle slides down into its belly and ee 
has so disastrous an effect upon it as to cause the 
Viper to rot away. From this you see how foul can 
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be the bite of one man to another and as dangerous 
as the bite of any beast. : 


95. In the summertime when the harvest is im The Ant 


and the corn is being threshed on the threshing-floor, 
Ants assemble in companies, going in single file or 
two abreast—indeed they sometimes go three 
abreast—after quitting their homes and customary 
shelters. Then they pick out some of the barley 
and the wheat and all follow the same track. And 
some go to collect the grain, others carry the load, 
and they get out of each other’s way with the utmost 
deference and consideration, especially those that 
are not laden for the benefit of those that are. 
Then they return to their dwellings and fill the pits in 
their store-chamber after boring through the middle 
of each grain. What falls out becomes the Ant’s 
meal at the time; what is left is infertile. This is a 
device on the part of these excellent and thrifty 
housekeepers to prevent the intact grain from put- 
ting out shoots and sprouting afresh when the rains 
have surrounded them, and to preserve themselves 
in that case from falling victims during the winter 
to want of food and to famine, and their zeal from 
being blunted. ‘It is to Nature then that Ants 
too owe these and other fortunate gifts. 


26. At no time does the Eagle need water or long The Eagle 


for a dusting-place; he is on the contrary superior to 
thirst and looks for no medicine for weariness from 
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any outside source, but scorning water ‘and repose he 
cleaves the atmosphere and gazes with piercing eye 
from the vast expanse of heaven on high. And at 
the mere sound of those rushing wings even that 
most intrepid of all creatures, the great serpent, dives 
at once into its den and is glad to disappear. And 
this is the way in which the Eagle tests the legitimacy 
of his young ones. He plants them, while they are 
still tender and unfledged, facing the rays of the sun, 
and if one of them blinks, unable to endure the 
brightness of the rays, it is thrust out of the nest and 
banished from that hearth. If however it can face 
the sun quite unmoved, it is above suspicion ‘and is 
enrolled among the legitimate offspring, since the 
celestial fire is an impartial and uncorrupt register of 
its origin. ia | 


27. The Ostrich is covered with thick feathers, but The Ostrich 
its nature does not permit it to rise from the ground | 
and mount aloft into the sky. Yet its speed is very 
great, and when it spreads its wings on either side, 
the wind meeting them causes them to belly like 
sails. | : 3 7 


98. Among birds the Bustard is, I am told, the The Bustard 


- most fond of horses. And the proof of this is that it 


scorns all other animals that live in field or glen, but 
that when it catches sight of a horse, it delights to. 
fly up to it and to keep it company, just like men 
who are devoted to horses. - 
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99. When a Fly falls into the water, though it is Ths Fly 
of all creatures the most daring, yet it can neither 
yun upon the surface nor swim, and hence it drowns. 
If however you pick out the dead body, sprinkle 
ashes upon it, and place it in the sunshine, you will 
bring the Fly to life again. 


30. If you want to add a Cockerel, whether bought The 
. Oockerel 

or presented, to your flock of domestic fowls, you 

must not release him nor let him loose at random 

and in a casual way; otherwise he will immediately 

desert and go back to his own kin and mates, how- 

ever far away from them he be. So you must set 

upon him a guard and fetters more invisible than 


those of Hephaestus in Homer [Od. 8. 274-]. What 


I prescribe is this. Place the table at which you eat, 
in the open, seize the Cockerel, and when you have 
taken him three times round the aforesaid platform, 
then let him go free to wander with the fowls of the 
house. He will not go away any more than if he were 
chained up. 


31. The Salamander is not indeed one of those Ld ad 
fire-born creatures like the so-called ‘ Fire-flies,’ ¢ 
yet it is as bold as they and encounters the flame and 


is eager to fight it like an enemy. And the proof of 


this is as follows. Its haunts are among artisans and 
craftsmen who work at the forge. Now so long as 
their fire is at full blast and they have it to help 


@ See ch. 2. 
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‘their craft and to share their skill, they pay not 


the smallést attention to this animal. When how- 
ever the fire goes out or languishes and the bel- 
lows blow in vain, then at once they know full 
well that the aforesaid creature is working’ against 
them. Accordingly they track it down and. exact 
vengeance; and then the fire is lit, is easily coaxed 
up, and does not go out, provided it is kept fed with 
the usual material. | 


32. The Swan is assigned by poets and many prose- The Swan 
writers as servant to Apollo, but in what other rela- ee 
tion it stands to music and song I do not know. Yet 
the ancients believed that when it has sung what is 


called its ‘ swan-song,’ it dies. In that case Nature 


honours it more highly than it does noble and up- 
right men, and rightly so, for while others praise 
and lament them, Swans praise or, if you will, lament 
themselves. | 


33. Many writers tell us about the size of the nhs ai 
Crocodile both when fully grown and when first “°°” 
hatched, and further, about its tongue, and whether 


it moves its jaw and which jaw it closes upon the 


other. There are those too who have observed that _ 


this animal lays as many eggs as the days during 


_ which it sits upon them before hatching out its young. 


And I have myself heard that when a Crocodile dies 
a scorpion is born from it; and they do say that it 
has a sting in its tail which is full of poison. 
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ON ANIMALS, II. 34-37 


34. If these facts are certain and beyond dispute, 
then let this story from India carry conviction. 
What I propose to tell has been brought from thence 
by report and is as follows. J have learnt from the 
son of Nicomachus [Arist. HA 616 a 6] that there is a 
bird named Cinnamon like the plant, and that the 
bird brings this plant, which is named after it, to the 
Indians, but that these people have no knowledge 
where and how the plant grows. 


35. The Egyptians assert that a knowledge of 


clysters and intestinal purges is derived from no dis- 


_covery of man’s, but they commonly affirm that it 


was the Ibis that taught them this remedy. And 
how it instructed those who were the first to see it, 
some other shall tell. And I have also heard that it 
knows when the moon is waxing and when waning ; 
and I cannot deny that I have learnt from some source 
that it diminishes or increases its food according as 


‘the goddess herself diminishes or increases. 


The 
innamon 
bird 


The Ibis 


and clysters 


36. The Sting-ray in the sea has a far fiercer and The 


more dangerous sting than all other creatures. The 
proof is that if you fix it in a flourishing tree that has 
grown to a great height, then without any delay, 
before any time has elapsed, the tree immediately 
withers. And if you allow the sting to scratch any 
living creature, you kill it at once. 


Sting-ray 


37. So long as the Shrew-mouse proceeds as chance The Shrew- 


directs, it can live, and Nature is on friendly terms 
with it, unless it is overtaken by misfortune from 


@ See 17. 21. 
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some other quarter and is killed. When however it 
falls into a rut, it is caught, so to say, in quite 
invisible fetters and dies. The remedy for a man 
who has been bitten by a Shrew-mouse is as follows. 
Take some sand from the wheel-track, sprinkle it on 
the bite, and it cures him immediately. 


38. Here is another story relating to the Egyptian The Ibis 


Ibis which I have heard. The bird is sacred to the 
moon. At any rate it hatches its eggs in the same 
number of days that the goddess takes to wax and 
to wane, and never leaves Egypt. The reason for 
this is that Egypt is the moistest of all countries and 
the moon is believed to be the moistest of all planets. 
Of its own free will the Ibis would never quit Egypt, 
and should some man lay hands upon it and forcibly 
export it, it will defend itself against its assailant and 
bring all his labour to nothing, for it will starve itself 
to death and render its captor’s exertions vain. It 
walks quietly like a maiden, and one would never see 
it moving at anything faster than a foot’s pace. The 
Black Ibis does not permit the winged serpents from 
Arabia to cross into Egypt, but fights to protect the 
land it loves, while the other kind encounters the 
serpents that come down the Nile when in flood and 
destroys them. Otherwise there would have been 
nothing to prevent the Egyptians from being killed 
by their coming. 


89. There is, Iam told, a species of eagle to which The Golden 


men have given the name of ‘ Golden Eagle,’ though 
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others call it Asterias (starred). And it is seldom 
seen. Aristotle says* that it hunts fawns, hares, 
cranes, and geese of the farmyard. It is believed to 
be the largest of eagles; at any rate men say that it 
attacks bulls with violence, and its method of attack 
they describe as follows. The bull is feeding with 
his head down, and the Eagle alights upon his neck 
and with its beak delivers a rain of powerful blows. 
And the bull goes wild as though stung by a gadfly, 
and sets off to run as fast as he can go. So long 
as the land makes going easy the Eagle bides its 
time, flying above him and watching. But directly 
it sees the bull near a precipice it makes an arch with 
its wings, covers the bull’s eyes so that he cannot see 
what is before him, and down he goes with a fearful 


its method 
of attacking 
bulis 


crash. Whereupon the Eagle pounces, rips open his _ 


stomach, and has no difficulty in enjoying its prey to. 


its heart’s content. But the prey killed by some 
other creature it will not touch: rather it delights 
in its own labours and will not for one moment admit 
any other creature to share them. Later when it 


has gorged itself, it breathes over the rest of the 


carcase a foul and most ill-smelling air, leaving the 
remains unfit for any other animal to eat. 
more, Eagles build their nests far apart from one 
another so as to avoid quarrelling over their prey [and 
being a constant source of mutual hurt}. 


What is - 


40. It seems that Eagles are full of affection even #¢ Bagi, 
towards their keepers; witness the Eagle that to its keeper 


belonged to Pyrrhus, which (they say) on the death 
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of its master abstained from food and died too. And 
there was once an Eagle reared by a private citizen 
which threw itself on to the pyre where its master’s 
body was burning. Some say that it had been reared 
not by aman but by a woman. The Eagle is appar- 


ently the most jealous guardian of its young. At and to its 


any rate if it sees anyone approaching them, it does 
not allow him to depart unpunished, for it beats him 
with its wings and lacerates him with its talons; and 


. the punishment it inflicts is moderate, for it does not 


use its beak. 


41. The Red Mullet is of all sea animals the most ee 


gluttonous and indisputably the most unrestrained in 


tasting everything it comes across. And some of 


them are known as ‘ roughs,’ deriving their name 
from places where there are rough rocks full of holes 
and thick growths of seaweed in them, and where 
there is a bottom of mud or sand. A Red Mullet 
would eat the dead body of a man or of a fish, and 
its special delight is in filthy, ill-smelling food. 


42. Falcons are excellent at fowling and are no The Falcon 


whit inferior to eagles; they are by nature the tamest 
of birds and the most attached to man; in size they 
are as large as eagles. And I am told that in Thrace 
they even join with men in the pursuit of marsh-fowl. 
And this is how they do it. The men spread their 
nets and keep still while the Falcons fly over them 
and scare the fowl and drive them into the circle of 
nets. For this the Thracians allot a portion of their 
catch to the Falcons and find them trusty friends; 


3 Kat Popoda. 4 dpyis. 5 abrous. 
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if they do not do so, they at once deprive themselves 
of helpers. Now the full-grown Falcon will fight 
both with a fox and with an eagle; with a vulture 
it frequently fights. But a Falcon will never eat 
the heart, thereby presumably fulfilling some mystic 
rite. If a Falcon sees the dead body of a man 
(so it is said), it always heaps earth upon the un- 
buried corpse, though Solon® laid no such injunc- 
tion upon it, and will never touch the body. And it 
even refrains from drinking if a solitary man is 
engaged in leading off water into a channel, feeling 
sure that it will cause damage to the man who so 
labours if it purloins the water which he needs. But 
if several men are engaged in irrigating, it sees that 
the stream is abundant and takes its share from the 
loving-cup, so to speak, which they offer, and is glad 
to drink. 


43. There is a species of hawk known as the Kestrel the Kestrel, 
which has no need whatever to drink. Another te Ottes 


species is the Orites Hawk. Both species are remark- 
ably addicted to the female bird and pursue it after 
the manner of lovesick men and never cease from the 
pursuit. But should the female chance to disappear 
without the male noticing it, he is overcome with 
grief and cries aloud and is like one in the depths of 
woe from love. : 


e 4 - > ~ ? “ ~ id \ 
brép tov 6dfadludy aiwpotor trav adeTrépwv, Kat 
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go straight to some stone wall and pull up some wild troupies 


lettuce and then holding it above their eyes allow 
the bitter, astringent juice to drip in; and this 
restores their health. And men say that doctors use 


% Solon, of Athens, c. 640-c. 560 B.c., reformed the laws and 
constitution, . 
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this drug for the benefit of those whose sight is 
affected, and the remedy derives its name from these 


birds. And men. do not refuse to be called the 
disciples of birds; rather they admit as much. 


dvOpwrot, aAAd opodroyotor. Aéyeras Se Kat | 
ime a Hawk at Delphi Hawk 
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him and striking his head. It is also believed that 
Hawks are bastards, if they be compared with the 
various kinds of eagles. 


At the beginning of spring the Hawks of Egypt Hew 


select two from all their number and despatch them 
to reconnoitre certain desert islands off the coast of 
Libya. When they return they act as leaders to the 
rest in their flight. And their arrival is the occasion 
of rejoicing on the part of the Libyans at their 
sojourn, for they do no damage whatever. And hav- 
ing reached the islands which the original scouts 
decided were the most suitable for them, they there 
lay and hatch their eggs in complete security and 
peace; and they hunt sparrows and pigeons and rear 
their young in an abundance of food. Then when 
these have grown strong and are able to fly, they 
take the young birds with them back to Egypt as 
though they were going to their own homes, that 
is to their haunts in regions they have grown to 
know. 


44, Rainbow Wrasses are nurslings of rocks, and 7 
alnnow 


Wrasse 


their mouth is full of poison, and whatever fish they 
touch they render uneatable. Indeed if it should 
happen that fishermen, coming upon a half-eaten 


prawn and fancying that their catch is unsaleable, | 


¢ A certain species with short, round leaves was known as 
Hieracion, for the reason stated; cp. Plin. HN 20. 7. 
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should taste it, they are assailed by convulsions and 
torments in their stomach. And the Wrasses also 
molest those who dive and swim in pursuit of fish, 
falling upon them in great numbers and biting them, 
exactly like flies on land; so that one must either 
beat them off or be tormented by being eaten up. 

But while one is busy beating them off, there is no 
time to attend to one’s work. 


45. The Sea-hare when eaten has often been the The Sea- 
cause even of death; in any case it causes pains in “™ 
the stomach. It is born in the mud and is not infre- 
quently caught along with sprats. In appearance it 
is not unlike a snail without its shell. 


46. The Vulture is the dead body’s enemy. At The Vulture 
any rate it swoops upon it as though it were an adver-_—- 
sary and devours it, and watches a man who is in 
the throes of death. Vultures even follow in the 
wake of armies in foreign parts, knowing by prophetic 
instinct that they are marching to war and that every 
battle provides corpses, as they have discovered. 

It is said that no male Vulture is ever born: all All Vultures 
Vultures are female. And the birds knowing this °°“ 
and fearing to be left childless, take measures to pro- 
duce them as follows. They fly against the south 
wind. If however the wind is not from the south, 
they open their beaks to the east wind, and the in- 
rush of air impregnates them, and their period of 
gestation lasts for three years. But the Vulture is 
said never to make anest. The Aegypius* however, The 
which is on the border-line between the vulture and eeypius 
the eagle, is both male and female, and is black in 


@ Perhaps the Lammergeier. 
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colour, and I am told that their nests are pointed out. 
But I have been informed that Vultures do not lay 
eggs, but that in their birth-pangs they produce 
chicks, and that these are feathered from birth I have 
also heard. : , 


47. There is no limit to the robberies of the Kite. The Kite 
If they can manage pieces of meat on sale in the | 


market, they pounce upon them and carry them off; 
on the other hand they will not touch sacrifices 
offered to Zeus. But the Mountain Kite * pounces 
upon birds and pecks out their eyes. 


48. The Ravens in Egypt which live beside the ig ena 


Nile at first appear to be begging of the people sailing 
on the river, soliciting to be given something. And 
if they are given, they stop begging; but if their 
solicitations fail, they fly in a mass and perch on the 


sailyards of the ship and proceed to eat the ropes and — 


to cut the cords. | 

But the Ravens of Libya, when men through fear 
of thirst draw water and fill their vessels and place 
them on the roof so that the fresh air may keep the 


water from putrefying, the Ravens, I say, help 


themselves to drink by bending over and inserting 
their beaks as far as they will go. And when the 
water gets too low they gather pebbles in their 
mouth and claws and drop them into the earthen- 
ware vessel. Now the pebbles are borne down by 
their weight and sink, while the water owing to their 
pressure rises. So the Ravens by a most ingenious 


* See 1. 35 n. 





2 mpoodvaitOvrat, -dvapotvrat. 
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‘contrivance get their drink; they know by some 
_ mysterious instinct that one space will not contain 


two bodies. 


49. Aristotle asserts [HA 618 b 11] that Ravens 
know the difference between a prosperous and a 
barren country, and in one that produces all things in 
plenty they move about in flocks and great numbers, 
but in a barren and unfruitful country in pairs. As 
to their young ones, when fully grown, every Raven 
panishes them from its nest. For that reason they 
seek their food <for themselves) and neglect to care 
for their parents. 


50. Among fishes the Goby, the Weever, and the 
Flying Gurnard emit poison when they prick one; 
not that they are deadly; whereas the Sting-ray 
with its barb kills on the spot. And Leonidas of 
Byzantium tells how a man who knew nothing of 
fishes and could not distinguish them, stole a Sting- 
ray from a fishing-net—the poor fellow must have 
taken it for a flounder—, took it and put it in his 
bosom and walked off as though he had found some- 
thing good, some spoil whose sale would be profitable 
to him. But the Sting-ray hurt by the pressure, 
struck and pierced him with its sting, causing the 
wretched thief’s bowels to gush out. And there the 
thief lay dead beside the Sting-ray, clear evidence 
of what he had done in his ignorance. 


51. Of the Raven you might say that it has a spirit 
no less daring than the eagle, for it even attacks 


pee tt 
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animals, and: not the smallest either, but asses and 
bulls. It settles on their neck and pecks them, and 
in many cases it actually gouges out their eyes. And 
it fights with that vigorous bird the merlin, and when- 
ever it sees it fighting with a fox, it comes to the fox’s 
rescue, for it is on friendly terms with the animal. 
The Raven must really be the most clamorous of 
birds and have the largest variety of tones, for it can 


be taught to speak like a human being. For playful 


moods it has one voice, for serious moods another, and 
if it is delivering answers from the gods, then its voice 
assumes a devout and prophetic tone. | 


its various 
tones 


Ravens know that in summer they suffer from its diet 


looseness of the bowels; for that reason they are 
careful to abstain from moist food. 


52. Aristotle tells us [HA 489 b 1] that some ani- 
mals are viviparous, others oviparous, that others 
again produce grubs. The viviparous are man and 
all other creatures that have hair, and among marine 
animals the cetaceans. And of these some have a 
blow-hole but no gills, like the dolphin and the 
whale. | 


53. In Moesia 4 the Oxen draw loads and are horn- 
less. And I maintain that it is not due to the cold 
that herds are to be seen without horns, but that it 
is due to the peculiar nature of the Oxen. And the 
proof is to hand, for even in Scythia there are oxen 


@ Moesia (Gk. Mucia), bounded on the N by the Danube, 
on the S by the Balkan mts, corresponded (roughly speaking) 
to the northern half of the modern Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. 


et 
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not destitute of the glory of horns. And I have 


learnt from one who records the fact in his history 
that there are even Bees in Scythia and that they do Boos in 
not mind the cold at all. And what is more, the “ye 
Scythians bring and sell to the Moesians honey, 
which is no alien produce but native, and honey- 
combs of their own country. - 

If I contradict Herodotus [5. 10], I hope he will not 
be angry with me, for the man who reported these 
things vowed that he was presenting the results of 
his own enquiry and not merely repeating what he 
had heard and what we could not verify. 


54. I learn that of saltwater fishes the Parrot a aaiiad 
Wrasse alone regurgitates its food and eats it after- 
wards, as sheep do, which are said to chew the cud. 


55. The Shark brings forth its young through its The Shark 
mouth in the sea and takes them back again and then young 
disgorges them by the same channel alive and 
unharmed. | a 


56. The liver of the Mouse has the most astound- The Mouse 
ing and unexpected habit of growing a lobe day by ** ae 
day as the moon waxes, up to the middle of the 
month. Then again in proportion as the month 
declines, so the lobe gradually dwindles until it loses 
its shape and disappears into the body. | 

And I am told that when it hails in the Thebaid, A shower of 
mice are to be seen on the earth, and one part of ™” 
them is still mud while the other is already flesh. 


And I myself on a journey from Naples to 


Dicaearchia * encountered a shower of frogs, and the of frogs 
forepart of them was crawling, supported by two feet, 
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while the other part trailed behind, still formless, 
seeming to consist of some moist substance. 


57. Oxen are after all the most serviceable crea- 
tures. At sharing the farmer’s labours, at carrying 
loads of various kinds, at filling the milk-pail—at all 
these things the Ox is excellent. He graces the 
altars, gladdens festivals, and provides a solemn 
banquet. And even when dead the Ox is a splendid 
creature deserving our praise. At any rate bees are 
begotten of his carcase—bees, the most industrious of 
creatures, which afford the best and sweetest of fruits 
that man has, namely honey. 
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1. A Lion will accompany a Moor on his journey 
and will drink water from the same spring. An 
am told that Lions even resort to the houses of 
Moors when they fail to find any prey and are over- 
taken by the pangs of hunger. And if the master of 
the house happens to be there, he keeps the Lion off 
and drives him away, pursuing him vigorously. If 
however he is out and his wife is left all alone, then 
with words that put the Lion to shame she checks his 
approach, restrains him, and admonishes him to con- 
trol himself and not to allow his hunger to incense 
him. The Lion, it seems, understands the Moorish 
tongue; and the sense of the rebuke which the 
woman administers to the animal is (so they say) as 


The Lion in 
Mauretania 


follows. ‘Are not you ashamed, you, a Lion, the 


king of beasts, to come to my hut and to ask a woman 
to feed you, and do you, like some cripple, look to a 
woman’s hands hoping that thanks to her pity and 
compassion you may get what you want !—You who 
should be on your way to mountain haunts in pursuit 
of deer and antelopés and all other creatures that 
lions may eat without discredit. Whereas, like some 
sorry lap-dog, you are content to be fed by another.’ 
Such are the spells she employs, whereupon the Lion, 
as though his ‘heart ‘smote him and he were filled 
with shame, quietly and with downcast eyes moves 
off, overcome by the justice of her words. 

Now if horses and hounds through being reared in 
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Kkaparov 5é 4+ Te aic@avovtrac* <H>° ovde ev. 
/ 
Nerrot 8€ Kat obk eoapKot, éemiTHOELolL ‘ye pH 
Kat dépew dAvywplay Seomdrov cioiv. ovTe yody 
~ ¢ 
adrois Kopidiv mpoodéepovaw ot SdeordTat, ob 


Katabavres,s od KadwdiOpay epyacduevor, ovy 


¢ 4 > , > , / > 
OmAas éxxabaipovres, od Kopas KrevifovTes, Ov 
? ¢€ 7 3 7 4 3 \ 
yairas bmomAdKovres, od AovovTes KapovTAs, aAAa 
: f 
dua te Siujfvvoay Tov mpokeievov dpdpov, Kal 
ta A +. A. 
dmoBdvres véyecbar idov. Kat A|emTot pev Kat 
> cA ¢ f 2 4 ‘4 ‘ \, @ 
adypdders of AiBves, emt TowovTwr O€ Kal Um 
~ ~ 4 
6yobvrat. coBapot 5¢€ Mdou Kai aBpot, Kat 
f a 
pevroe Kal ot exeivwy® tno. gains av avtovs 
Fans “ \ ~ “~ 
tpvdav adv trois Seomdrais Kat TH peyéber tod 
A \ m ? uv 4 \ ~ Can \ 
ow@patos Kal TH KddAev, 7On Sé Kal TH xAWH Kat 
a ~ “~ A ~ 
TH Oepareta 7H CEwOev® rabrd Tow Kal wept THVv 
Kuvav érevot voeiv pot. Kiwv Kpfooa xovdn Kat 
‘ , 
dAriKy Kat dpeBaciars advTpopos: Kal pévTot 
1 Reiske: 8%. 
8 <4> add. Reiske. 
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160 


2 Schn: atofovrat. 
4 xarapdvres Kapovras. 






: 
g 


ON ANIMALS, III. 1-2 


their company understand and quail before the 
threats of men, I should not be surprised if Moors 
too, who are reared and brought up along with Lions, 
are understood by these very animals. For the 
Moors profess to treat lion-cubs to the same kind of . 
food, the same bed, and the same roof as their own 
children. Consequently there is nothing incredible 
or marvellous in Lions understanding human speech 
as described abave. 


9. Concerning the Libyan Horse this is what I have The Horses 


learnt from accounts given by the Libyans. These © 


Horses are exceedingly swift and know little or noth- 
ing of fatigue; they are slim and not well-fleshed but 
are fitted to endure the scanty attention paid to them - 
by their masters. At any rate the masters devote 


Libya 


no care to them: they neither rub them down nor — 


roll them nor clean their hooves nor comb their 
manes nor plait their forelocks nor wash them when 
tired, but as soon as they have completed the journey 
they intended they dismount and turn the Horses 
loose to graze. Moreover the Libyans themselves 
are slim and dirty, like the Horses which they ride. 


The Persians on the other hand are proud and deli- of Persia 


cate, and what is more, their Horses are like them. 
One would say that both horse and master prided 
themselves on the size and beauty of their bodies and 
even on their finery and outward adornment. 


And here is a point which occurs to me.to note in Hounds of 
s Ld bad n 
connexion with Hounds. The Cretan Hound is ¢ountries 


nimble and can leap and is brought up to range the 





6 v ft] AY End 7] 7 sf? 3 8 # 24 a“ 

éEwbey Kat rH Opies Eotxact aichavopevors peyeous TE Tob 
7 ? “ lal 

agetépov Kal KddAous kal Gri xAdHor TH Koop. 
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etow. | 


fo A “a 
5. Dayodoa ddhews xeAwvyn Kal eémiTpayotoa 
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adriy 7? dvedely enedrev. 
‘ \ 3 , / \ 
Ileptorepav Sé dpvidwy owdpoveotarny Kat Ke- 
4 > 2 f 4 > 4 / 
Kodacpérny és adpoditny pddiora axotvw deyov- 
rd A 
ruv: od ydp mote GAAjAwy Siacr@vrat, ovTe 7 
\ ~ ‘ ~ 
Orewa, edy pt) adapelh tyN Twi ToD ovrydpon, 
¢ > \ ~ ? 
ovTe 6 dppnv, eav ® un xpos yevynTas. | 
TlépSuces S¢ dxpdropés eiow adpodirns: ovdKoby 
‘ > a \ # > U ¢ 4 x” 
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1 qrepiderxviat. | 
Schn: dypudraro.. . . areyxra. 
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<ot> add. Jac. 
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mountains. Moreover the Cretans show the same 
qualities, such is the common report. Among 
Hounds the Molossian is the most high-spirited, for 
the men also of Molossia are hot-tempered. In 
Carmania too both men and Hounds are said to be 
most savage and implacable. 


3. The following also are examples of the peculiari- India, 
ties of animal nature. Ctesias reports that neither ao 
the wild nor the domestic Pig exists in India, and he 
says somewhere that Indian Sheep have tails one its sheep 


cubit in width. | 


4. The Ants of India which guard the gold will not The Ants of 
cross the river Campylinus.? And the Issedonians ® **"* 
who inhabit the same country as the Ants . . . they 
are called, and so they are. 


5. If a Tortoise eats part of a snake and thereafter Marjoram, 
some marjoram, it becomes immune from the poison sae ee 
which was bound to be quite fatal to it. 7 

I have heard people say that the Pigeon is of all The Pigeon, 
relations. For Pigeons never separate, neither the 
female bird unless by some mishap she is parted from 
her mate, nor the male unless he is widowed. | 

Partridges on the other hand are unrestrained in The | 
their indulgence. For that reason they destroy the aylokeche 
eggs that have been laid, in order that the female tence 

¢ Not identified. ; a ~ 

> The Issedonians appear to have inhabited a region to the 
NE of the Caspian Sea. 
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birds may not be too busy with nursing their chicks 
to have time for sexual intercourse. 


6. When Wolves swim across a river Nature has Wolves _ 
devised for them an original safeguard to prevent “** °° 
them from being forcibly carried away by the impact 
of the stream and has taught them how to escape 
from difficulties, and that with ease. Fastening their 
teeth in one another’s tails they then breast the — 
stream and swim across without harm or danger. 


7. It is said that Nature has not bestowed the Animal anti- 
power of braying upon she-Asses. Nature too has a 
enabled Hyenas to stop hounds from barking. The 
fragrance of perfumes causes death to Vultures; 
hemlock is the bane of Swans; Cyrus and Croesus 
learned how Horses dread camels, so the story 
goes. . 


8. When Mares desert their foals and leave them, Mares ana 
like orphans, before they are fully weaned, other %#* 
Mares take compassion on them and bring them up 
with their own foals. | ; 


9. Crows are exceedingly faithful to each other, The Crow 
and when they enter into partnership they love one facity 
another intensely, and you would never see these 
creatures indulging freely in promiscuous intercourse. 

And those who are accurately informed about them 
assert that if one dies, the other remains in widow- 
hood. Ihave heard too that men of old used actually. 


at weddings to sing ‘the Crow ’@ after the bridal 
4 Cp. Carm. pop. 31 (Diehl, Anth. lyr. Gr.) and L-S® s.v. 
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EKKOPEW. 


165 





AELIAN 


ddew,! ctvOnpa dopovoias rotro tots. ovviotow 
> 19 5 , S52 ¢ sas 2 4 9 
émt * qadorrovia SiddvTas. ot de*% Eedpas opvilwy 
A / r ? 3 > ? A 4 
Kal arices tapadvAdrrovres ovK evovpPodov 
~ ‘4 f 
drrviovew ® elvai daow twaxotcae Kopwrns pias .® 
émet 5¢ 4 yAadé eorw adr woAduiov, Kat vixtwp 
; a “a “~ € A 
émBovrever Tois @ois THs Kopwvyns, 4 6é pel? 
Huepav exeivnv tavTo Sp robvro, eidvia exew THY 
“~ “~ > “” 
obw ryvixatra rhv yAatKka aobevy. 


10. "Eyivov tov xepoatov od« daodov odd" 


3 “a / “~ >. 4 7 € Ua > iy 
Gpalh rapseias THs és THY xXpetav y Prats Erroinoer. — 


. 3 A \ a ~. / ‘ 4 ¢ a 3 
éret yap Seirat tpopAs Steryoiov, Ta dé wpata od 
~ : A a aA 

rao, wpa Sidwow, éavTdv év rais Tpactais KvAiet,” 

~ ‘ ‘4 A / 

dact, Kal trav loxddwv tas mepurapeioas, at 


4 3 f 8 “A ? # Q Cos nw I 
moAAat euanyvevtat ® rats axavOais, novyh Kopier 


1 2 , Ns ay a. 2 
Kal amobnoavpioas pvddrre, Kat exer AaPeiv ex 
“~ lan G ? > ei ” ? 3 
706 dwarcob, dre rropicat oby olov re EEwbev EoTw. 


‘LL. "Héy pevro® Kai rdv Chwv ra aypwirara 
apos Ta ovyaat Suvdpeva eipynvata Kal evomrovod 
ott, THs cupduots Kalas és Thy xpetav mapadu- 
bévta. 6 yotv KpokddiAos viyerat Te dpa Kat 
Kéynvev. éeuminrovow odv at BdéAdAas. és adrov 
Kat Avimodow. Gmep cidw@s  latpod detras Tot 
Tpoxtdov: aAjpys yap adt&v yevouevos, ert THV 
6yOnv mpoelOov kata Tis axrivos Kéxnver. oO 
Tolvuv tpoxidos eupadwy To pdappos eEdyer Tas 
mpoetpnuevas, KapTepel Se: WheAovpevos 6 KpoKdd.- 


3 re, 


1 xodety. 2 dat rH. 
4 3.7 > , 
evovpBodor eis pavretay. 
. & Pierson: drrevovow mss and H, who regards imaxotcar 


corrupt. | , ae 


166. ; 








i 
; 
3 
a 
zt 
zi 
ha 
Si 
N 
| 
3 
S 
@ 
: 
: 


‘ON ANIMALS, III. 9-21 


song by way of pledging those who came together 

for the begetting of children to be of one mind. 

While those who observe the quarters from which 

birds come and their flight, declare that to hear a 
single Crow is an evil omen at a wedding. Since the 

Owl is an enemy of the Crow and at night has designs Ow! ana 
upon the Crow’s eggs, the Crow by day does the same yee 
to her, knowing that at that time the Owl's sight is 
feeble. 


10. Nature has made the Hedgehog prudent and The 
‘ : se . Hedgehog 

experienced in providing for its own wants. Thus, ~ 
since it needs food to last a whole year, and since 

every season does not yield produce, it rolls among 
fig-crates (they say), and such dried figs as are pierced 

—a great number become fixed upon its prickles—it 

quietly removes, and after laying up a store, keeps 

them and can draw from its nest when it is impossible 

to obtain food out of doors. — 


1l. It is a fact that the fiercest of animals will, The _ 
when the need arises, lay aside their natural savagery “°°” 
and be peaceful and gently disposed towards those 
that can be of service to them. For instance, the 
Crocodile swims with its Jaws open; accordingly 
leeches fall into them and cause it pain. Knowing © 
this it needs the Egyptian Plover as doctor. For and the 
when it is infested with leeches, it moves to the bank pen!" 
and opens its jaws to face the sun. Whereupon the 
Egyptian Plover inserts its beak and draws out the 
aforesaid creatures, while the Crocodile endures this. 


8 Gow: xopwvn pia MSS, H. 7 Retske: «vAtev. 
4 e va é 

8 arhyvevrat. $ per. é 
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service and remains motionless. So the bird gets a 


feast of leeches, while the Crocodile is benefited and 


reckons the fact that it has not injured it as the bird’s — 


fee. 


12. The inhabitants of Thessaly, of Illyria, and of 
Lemnos regard Jackdaws as benefactors and have 
decreed that they be fed at the public expense, see- 
ing that Jackdaws make away with the eggs and 
destroy the young of the locusts which ruin the crops 


The 
Jackdaw 
and Locusts 


of the aforesaid people. The clouds of locusts are — 


in fact considerably reduced and the season’s produce 
of these people remains undamaged. 


13. Cranes have their birthplace in Thrace, which 


Cranes and 


is the most wintry and the coldest region that I know mipraulolia 


of. Well, they love the country of their birth, but 
they love themselves too; so they devote part of 


their time to their ancestral haunts and part to 


their own preservation. In summer they remain 
in their country, but in mid-autumn they leave for 
Egypt, Libya, and Ethiopia, appearing to know the 
map of the earth, the disposition of the winds, and 
the variations of the seasons. And after spend- 


ing a winter like spring, when again conditions. 


are becoming tolerably settled and the sky is calm, 


they return. To lead their flight they appoint those . 


that have already had experience of the journey; 

these would naturally be the older birds, and they 

select others of the same age to bring up the rear, 

while the young ones are ranged in their midst. 

Having waited for a fair and favouring wind from 

es 
1 ébydioavro aide af modes. 2 Reiske: édvpatvorto. 
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behind, and using it as an escort to speed them for- 


ward, they then form their order of flight into an 
| acute-angled triangle, in order that as they encounter 


the air they may cleave it with the least difficulty, 


and so hold on their way. This then is how Cranes 


spend their summer and winter. (But mankind 
regards. as marvellous the Persian king’s compre- 
hension of temperature, and harps on Susa and 
Ecbatana ® and the repeated stories of the Persian’s 
journeyings to and fro.) When however the Cranes 
observe an eagle bearing down upon them, they form 
a circle and in a bellying mass threaten him with 


attack; and he retires. Resting their bills upon 
‘each other’ s tail-feathers they form in a sense a con- 


tinuous chain of flight, and sweeten their labour ?® 
as they repose gently one upon another. And in 
some distant land . . . when they light upon some 
water-spring they rest for the night and sleep, while 
three or four mount guard for all the others; and in 
order to avoid falling asleep during their watch they 
stand on one leg, but with the other held up they 
clutch a stone firmly and securely in their claws. 
Their object is that, if they should inadvertently drop 
off to sleep, the stone should fall and wake them 
with the sound. 

Now the stone which a Crane swallows to give itself 


ballast is a touchstone for gold when regurgitated by 


the Crane after it has, SO to Say; come to anchor and 
reached land. 


4 Identified with the modern Hamadan; ; it lay at the foot 
of mt Orontes, some 200 miles N of Susa, and was a summer 
residence of the Achaemenid kings. 

> Eur. Bacc. 66 xdparov edxdparor. 
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@a ov morevovot TH xHpa TH abrH, add’ érépa, 


1 <éad> add. H. 


-3 Reiske: xaraxdAivovow. 
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have refrained from advancing further owing to the 
assault of a contrary wind. And taught, as you 
might say, by the birds he sails home again and 
preserves his vessel. So the pilot's art, being a 
lesson and a discipline first acquired by these birds, 
has: been handed on to mankind. 


14. If a pilot observes on the high seas a flock of Cranes give 
_ Cranes turning and flying back, he realises that they s 


warning of 
torms 


15. In cities Pigeons congregate with human The Pigeon 


beings ; ; they are extremely tame and swarm about 
one’s feet; but in lonely places they flee away and 
cannot endure human beings. For it is crowds that 
give them courage, and they are well aware that they 
will be unmolested. Where however there are bird- 
catchers, nets, and schemes to take them, ‘ they 
dwell’ no more ‘ without fear,’ to quote what 
Euripides says [Jon 1198] of those same birds. 


16. When Partridges are about to lay they make The 


Partridge 


themselves what is called a ‘ threshing-floor ’ 
nest) out of dry twigs. Itis plaited, hollow, and well- 
suited for sitting in. They pour in dust and con- 
struct as it were a soft bed; they enter and after 
screening themselves over with dry twigs so as to 
avoid being seen by birds of prey and by human 
hunters, they lay their eggs in complete tranquillity. 
Next, they do not entrust their eggs to the same place 
but to some other, emigrating * as it were, because 
@ Cp. Arist. HA 613 b 15. 
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‘ Fe 8 
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they are afraid that they may perhaps be detected. 
And when they hatch their young they impart heat to 
them, being callow, and warm them with their wings, 
enveloping them in their feathers, as it might be 
swaddling-clothes. They do not however wash them, 
but render them more sleek by putting dust on them. 


If a Partridge sees someone approaching with evil and its 


intent against itself and its young, it thereupon rolls 
about in front of the hunter’s feet and fills him with 
the hope of seizing it as it moves this way and that. 
And the man bends down to catch his prey, but it 
eludes him. Meantime the young ones slip away and 

et some distance ahead. So when the Partridge is 
aware of this, it takes courage and releases the bird- 
eatcher from his fruitless occupation by flying off, 
leaving the man gaping. Then when the mother- 
bird is secure and advantageously placed, she calls 
her chicks, and they recognising her voice flutter 
towards her. 


young 


The Partridge when about to lay her eggs en- The male 


deavours to hide from her mate for fear that he may 


crush them, because he is lustful and tries to prevent 


the mother from devoting her time to rearing her 
young. So incontinent a creature is the Partridge. 
When the females leave the males and brood their 
eggs, the male birds of set purpose provoke one 
another to anger and deal and receive the most 
violent blows; and the vanquished bird gets trodden, 
the victor performing unsparingly, until he in his turn 
is vanquished and is caught in like clutches. 





; <a. Bpedn> A i‘ H. 4 ~ 1 37 

5 Kal €&] Kal rods veorrods KaTaAaPdy Kal édcas. 
6 [ds dps] ‘ verba suspecta,’ H. 

7 <6 xparjoas> add. Jac. 
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1 6vra, TOV. | 

2 <xai> add. H. 
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aceursed thing. 
animals in which this quality resides. For instance, 

the Gecko, according to Theophrastus[ fr. 175], when 

it has sloughed its skin, turns and makes away with 

it by swallowing it. It seems that the slough of this 

creature is a remedy for epilepsy. And the Deer 

too, knowing that its right horn serves many pur-. 
poses, goes so far as to bury it and secrete it out of 
jealousy lest anyone should benefit thereby. The 

Mare also knows that with the birth of a foal she is 
producing love-spells; and that is why the moment 
the foal is born, the Mare bites off the piece of flesh 
onits forehead. Mencallit‘ mare’s-frenzy.’* And 
wizards maintain that such things produce and excite 
impulses to unrestrained sexual intercourse and a 
lecherous passion. So the Mare does not wish men 
to have any of this spell, as though she grudged them 
a boon beyond compare. And is it not so? 


18. Leonidas of Byzantium asserts that there The 
oecurs in the Red Sea a fish® of exactly the same ash 


size as a full-grown goby: it has neither eyes nor 
mouth after the manner of fishes, but grows gills and 
a kind of head, so far as one can guess, though its 
form is not perfectly developed. But lower down 
beneath its stomach is a slightly indented depression 
which emits the colour of an emerald; and this, they - 
say, is both its eye and its mouth. But anyone who 


@ See 14. 18. 
> Probably the Tetrodon or Globe-fish. 


ge A 


5 Schn: yeveo@at. oudé. 
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1 yevoerat. 2 avoot. 
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eats it has fished to his own undoing. And this is 

how he is destroyed: the man who has eaten it 

swells up; then his stomach bursts and he dies. But . 
the fish itself when caught pays for it, for first, when 

it is out of the water, it swells, and if one touches it, 

it swells even more; while if one continues to handle 

it, it turns to corruption and becomes quite trans- 

lucent, like a man with dropsy, and finally bursts. If 
however one is prepared to return it still alive to the 

sea, it swims on the surface like an inflated bladder. 

Leonidas says that in consequence of this property 
men call it the ‘ inflater.’ 


19. The Seal, I am told, vomits up the curdled milk The Seal 
from its stomach so that epileptics may not be cured 
thereby. Upon my word the Seal is indeed a 


malignant creature. | 


20. Pelicans that live in rivers take in mussels and The Pelican 
then swallow them, and when they have warmed 
them deep within the recesses of their belly, they el 
disgorge them. Now the mussels open under the 
influence of the heat, just like the shells of things 
when cooked, and the. Pelicans scoop out the flesh 
and make a meal. So too Sea-mews, as Eudemus Ay 
observes, lift snails into the air and carry them high eal 
up and then dash them violently upon the rocks. 


21. Eudemus records how on mount Pangaeus in A Bear and 
: * > . . 7 two Lions 
Thrace a Bear came upon a Lion’s lair which was 





‘ dof). . . <rds> add, H; ep. Arist. HA 614 b 27. 
5 ¢ré> add. H. 
8 ord) add. H. 
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unguarded and slew the Lion’s cubs, they being small 
and unable to protect themselves. But when the - 
father and mother returned from hunting somewhere 


“and. saw their young ones slaughtered, they were 


naturally filled with grief, and set upon the Bear. 
She in terror ran up a tree as fast as her legs could 
carry her and sat there trying to escape their fell de- 
sion. But as they came there with the intention of 
wreaking vengeance upon the murderer, the Lioness 
did not relax her watch but sat down beneath the 
tree-trunk, lying in wait and gazing upward with a 
look that meant blood. Meantime the Lion in 
anguish and distraught with grief roamed the moun- 
tains and came upon a woodcutter. The man was 
terrified and dropped his axe, but the animal fawned 
upon him and reaching upwards greeted him as well 
as it could, stroking his face withits tongue. And the 
man took courage, while the Lion, wrapping its tail 
around him, led him on and would not permit him to 


‘leave the axe but signified with its paw that he was 


ick it up. But since the man failed to under- 
oa. the Lion took it in its mouth and offered it to 
him; the man followed and the Lion led him to the 
lair. As soon as the Lioness saw him she too came 
up and began to fawn upon him with a piteous 
expression as she looked up at the Bear. So the man 
grasped their meaning and guessing that they had 
been somehow injured by the Bear, began to fell the 
tree with all the strength of his hands. And the tree 
was overturned and the Bear brought down and the 
Lions tore her to pieces. As for the man, the Lion 


6 Reiske: éneovpaiver MSS, bréanve Jac. 
7 @é. 
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brought him back untouched and unscathed to the 
spot where it first met him and restored him to his 
original task of cutting wood. 
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Asp and the Ichneumon. . . . The Ichneumon does ™ 
not attack his adversary without deliberation or 
rashly, but like a man fortifying himself with all his’ 
weapons, rolls in the mud and covers himself with a 
hard coating, thereby obtaining, it seems, an ade- 
quate and impenetrable defence. But if he is at a 
loss for mud, he washes himself in water and plunges 
still wet into deep sand—a device which secures his 
protection in difficult circumstances—and. goes forth 
+o battle. But the tip of his nose, which is sensitive 
and somewhat exposed to the bite of the Asp, he pro-. 
tects by bending back his tail, thereby blocking the 
approach to it. If however the Asp can reach it, the 
snake kills its adversary; otherwise it plies its fangs 
against the mud in vain, while the Ichneumon on the 
other hand makes a sudden dash, seizes the Asp by 
the neck, and strangles it. And the victory goes to 
the one that gets in first. , 


93. When their parents have grown old, Storks tend The Stork 


them voluntarily and with studied care;. yet there is 
no law of man that bids them do so; the cause of 
their actions is Nature. And the same birds love their 
offspring too. Here is the proof: when the full- 

4 daador ov xai del. H. 

5 odpay broxdpupas padrov Kal. 

6 adrd obrws yap Tovey elwber. 

7 ddais dyad}. 8 rodrov. 
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grown bird is in want of food to give to its still un 

fledged and tender chicks, some accident having 
occasioned a shortage, the Stork disgorges its food of 
yesterday and feeds its young. And I am told that 


‘Herons do the same, and Pelicans also. 


I learn further that Storks migrate along with its migre- 

Cranes and all together avoid the winter. But when —_ 
the season of frost is over and both Storks and Cranes 
return to their own homes, each kind recognises its 

own nests, as men do their own houses. 7 | 

Alexander of Myndus asserts that when they reach transformed 

old age they pass to the islands of Ocean and are ee 
transformed into human shape, and that this is a re- me 
ward for their filial piety towards their parents, since, 

if I am not mistaken, the gods especially desire to 

hold up there if nowhere else a human model of piety 

and uprightness, for in no other country under the 

sun could such a race continue to exist. This is in 

my opinion no fairy-tale, otherwise what was Alexan- 

der’s design in relating such marvels when he had 

nothing to gain from it? Anyhow it would have ill 

become an intelligent man to sacrifice truth to false- 

hood, be the gain never so great, still less if he was 

going to fall into an opponent’s grasp, from which 

act nothing whatsoever was to be gained. 

94. Whenever there is plenty of mud the Swallow The Swallow 

brings it in her claws and builds her nest. ifhow 
ever mud is lacking, as Aristotle says [HA 612 b 23], 


ih wer 


3 gnow, Tov medapyav Tods dpa Pidoayras. 
6 SY 


4 septeAOovras. ws. 
8 et re> add. H. ? <ody> add. Ges. 
8 Jac: idyrtw. _ § Ges: drav. 
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Kat és Kovw eusecotoa ! ptper Ta mwrepd, Kat TOO 
anrod: mepurayévtos, evTed0ev dramoyyjyovca TH 
pdpdes THY tmpoKkeymeévnv otkodopiay xetpoupyel. 
Gmavd Te ovTa Ta vedTTIA Kal TOV TTIAwY youre 
olde Kad@s emt UurAdv KapPa@v ci avatravorro re 
KoAacOjoerat dAyotvra. odKobv ert Ta VOTA THY 
mpoparwv ildvet, Kal daoomd Tod paddod, Kal 
évretbev tots éavris Bpédect to Aéxos padakov 
EOTPWOEV. 


25. Aucaiouvs 7 pyrnp 7 xedAdav rods éavTis 
veortovs épydlerat, To iodtiyov adrois dia Tis 
tpodhs ths tons dvddrrovoa: piav de apa od 

, ~ 3 A 4 3 4 % 
Kopile. mow, eet nde Sdvarary adda piKpa 


; 3 ¢ “~ 
pev kal ddtya éotiv 60a ayer, Tov mp@rov Se 


; , ~ 4 7 \ A >. 3 
rex0évta mp@tov tpéper, Sevrepov be Tov én 
éxelvw, Kal Tpirov otriles Tov THS TpiTNS wWdivos, 
“~ 4 . “~ 
Kal peXpt TOO méTTOV mpdeLat TOV TPOTTOV TobTOV 
ouTe yap KUer yeAdwy aAciovas ovTE TiKTeEL. 
4 ~ ~ ~~ “~ 

airy 8€ Tocotrov KaTaom& THs Tpophs, Soov av 
év TH Kadud Kepdavar dSvvnOH mapappedoay adr. 

SZ SS 2ep ve 19 M4 , ¢ “a 
Bpadéws Sé- éxBAdmes Ta” ravrys Bpedyn, ws Kat 
Ta Tov Kuv@v oKvddkia: éav Sé Kopicer Kat 

> 

mpoodyel, Ta Sé UravaPAérer, elra arpepyjoavra 


. 357 >. A v f ™~ ~ > 4 
dAiyov éxmeTHoiua OvTa mpdetot THs Kadtds emt 
: A . 4 M4 ~ ; 
Thy vonhy.® ravTys THs moas avOpwrot: yevecBat 
3 


éykpatets Subdor, Kat ovdérrw * 


-THS amrovdls 
KQTETUXOV. 


26 Of z e- 93 ee, a) 7 ae 
. b €7fO7TES. ELLY opvidwy ATYVEOCTATOL, Kat 


~ ) , ~ ~ : 
pot Soxoto. t&v mpotépwv Tav avOpwmKadv ev 


1 dumecotca after mrepa. 
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she souses herself in water and plunging into dust 
pefouls her feathers. Then when the mud has stuck 
to her all over, she scrapes it off by degrees with her 
beak and constructs her proposed dwelling. And as 


‘her young are tender and unfledged, she knows -full 


well that if she lets them rest on bare twigs, they will 
suffer and be in pain. Accordingly she settles on the 
packs of sheep, plucks some wool, and with it makes 
their bed soft for her offspring. 


95. The mother Swallow trains her young ones to The Swallow 
be just by carefully distributing food in equal por~ young 


tions. So she does not bring one meal for all, be- 
cause she is not able to do so, but brings small objects 
anda few at a time; she feeds the first-born first, 
after it the second, thirdly her third offspring, pro- 
ceeding as far as the fifth in the same way; for the 
Swallow neither conceives nor hatches more than five.. 
She herself only consumes as much food as she can 
obtain in the nest, that is, anything that is dropped 
beside it.. Her young are slow to open their eyes, in 
the same way as puppies. But she collects and 
brings a herb,? and they by degrees gain their sight ; 
then after remaining quiet for a while, when able to 
fly, they leave the nest to seek for food. Men long 
to possess this herb but have not yet obtained their 


desire. 


26. Among birds Hoopoes are the most savage; 
and in my opinion it is due to the recollection of their 
4 Pliny (HN 8. 27; 25. 8) calls it chelidonia, t.e. Greater 
celandine. | | 
cre 
“2 xatrd. © ° § Ges: tis vopijs. 4 ovdémw vor. 
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mn , \ 
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4 “a 7 om ~ : 
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mpoovevar tovs avOpamovs adra&v trois Bpédecw ot- 
Oe avri Too mmAob xpiovat Tas Kaduds, arondrnua 
avOpusrrov meptpaddvres, TH Svowdia TE Kab KaKO~ 
opig dveipyovres kat avaoté\ovres To EGov rd 
eavtois 7oAeuov. eruxe 5€ Kal ev T® retyous } 
EPNUOTE py 65e 6 bpvis maSomounoduevos & rit 
pyypare AiBov bo TOO xpdvov SiacTavrTt. odKobv 
6 rod Teixous peAcdwvos ida evdov ta Bpédn 
KaTHAcupe TOV Xnpapov 7TH wHA@. Kal sroarpépas 
0 emo, ws cldev adtov azmoKxAeobévra, méav 


3 / 4 4 
EKOULLOE iD D° 0 Oe 
poe, Ka mpoonveyKe TH TAG: 6 Se Kareppdn, 


~ \ ‘ € m~ 2 A 
Kat mpooqAde apos Ta abrobd éxeivos téxva, cfra 


> 4 \ 2 \ oy > > 
emt CTnv>* vounv HEev. atbOis obv 6 abros érfre- 


Lg 1 ¢ a ond ~ 
pev avOpwros, Kat 6° édpus TH abtH méa dvewke 
t v , 


TOV Xnpapov: kal TO tpitov émpdxOn ra ada. 6 
ToWvUY 708 Teixous pvrat isav TO mparrduevor, 
THY | Toay dveAspevos exphto obk és 7a add, 
add’ avéwyev > und€v of rpoorKovtas Onoavpods. 


27, SH Wedomdvynaos Aedvrwv dyovds éort Kat 
ola “ elds “Opmpos TeTTALOEvLLEVN Ppevl avvidav 
TobTo TiV Aprepw exetUs Onpdoav .ddwv elev 
oTt apa Emretot TOV Te Tatyerov Kai Tov ’"EpvpavOov 


f J 1 3... 
TEpTOLEevn KaTpotot Kal WKeins eAddotow. 


1 Teixous A, tod 7. most MSS. 

2 <riv> add. H. 

° 4 

4 t] é ” Fa 
cuvreleions THs mas. 

5 avotyur. 5 Goa ye. 
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former existence as human beings and more especially 
from their hatred of the female sex,* that they build 
their nests in desolate regions and on high rocks; 
and to prevent human beings from getting near their 
young they smear their nests not with mud but with 
human excrement, and by dint of its disgusting and 
evil smell they repel and keep away the creature that 
is their enemy. | 
It happened that this bird had raised a family in 
the deserted part of a fortress, in the cleft of a stone 
that had split with age. So the guardian of the for- 
tress, observing the young birds inside, smeared the 


hole over with mud. When the Hoopoe returned - 


and saw itself excluded, it fetched a herb and applied 
it to the mud. The mud was dissolved; the bird 
reached its young, and then flew off to get food. So 
once again the man smeared the spot over, and the 
bird by means of the same herb opened the hole. 
And the same thing happened a third time. There- 
fore the guardian of the fortress, seeing what was 
done, himself gathered the herb and used it not for 


the same purpose ; instead he laid open treasures that. 


were none of his. 


21. The Peloponnese does not breed Lions, and The Pelo- 


Homer (as you would expect) with his trained intelli- 


p 
d 


onnese 
evaid of 


gence realising the fact, says in singing of Artemis Lions 


and her hunting there that she passes over Taygetus b 
and Erymanthus 


‘ delighting in boars and swift-footed stags ’ 
| | [Od. 6. 104]. 


@ See 2. 3 n. | : 
> Mountain range to the W and S of Sparta.—Erymanthus, 


mt on the borders of Achaia and Arcadia. 
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etKdTWs oBK EeuvycOn adray. 


28. ee dé ev TH "Epvlpd Oadarrn yf, 
Kab doa ve ELOeval eue, eGevro Ilepoéa <ot»? 
emexeiptot dvoua, atT@. Kat ot pev “EAAnves 


avrov ovTw, Kadoto. Sé Kai "ApaBes dpoiws ois. 


“EAAnot: Avés yep viov Kal exetvou Gdovor TOV 
Ilepoéa, Kai am adrod wad TOV ixOiv vuvobat 
Aéyeo@an. peeyebos yey oby €oTt KaTd TOV avBiav 
Tov Ee yorov, | idety be épotos AdBpakt> ypumds ye 
pv HovuxH eure, K Kat Cobvass memouctArat xpvo@ 
TMPOcELKaopEvais” dpyovras d€ amo THs Kedadjs 


> 
emtixapotot at Cavat, Kal és Thy yaorTépa KOTO 


Ajyovot. médpaxtat dé ddotior peyddous Kal 
muKvois. A€yerau dé iyOdwv Treptetvat pan TE 
ouLaros Kal Big aha ode ToAuns ot evded. 
Oypay 5é avdrob Kal dypay etzov ahhay ob. 


29, ‘H wiv Baddrriov Cov, Kal gore trav 
GoTpetwy. Kéxynve S€ TH StacTdcer TOY mepucet- 
peeve doTpaKwy, Kal mpoTeivet capkiov e€ é eavriis 
otovel déAcap tots TrapoavnxopLevots TOV ixPbev. 
Kapkivos dé art Tapapever ovvTpopos TE Kat 


Lg 
ovvVOLOS. odkoby oray Tus TOV x Obav Tpooven, 


6 b¢ brévuterv NOUXA avTHv? Kal 7 mivn pGAdov 
aiute EauTyy, Kat €d€&aTo éow Tob emdvTos 
ix9vos THYv Kepadny (kaBinor yap ws emt tpopf) 
Kat €obier adrhy. 

1 érecdy. ’ <ol> add, Schn. 


4 Not in any surviving work. 
Igo. 
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And since these mountains are destitute of Lions he 
was quite right not to mention them. 


28. There occurs in the Red Sea a fish, and, so far The 


as I know, the people there have given it the name of { &sh 
Perseus. And the Greeks callit so, and the Arabians 
in like manner with the Greeks. For they too call 
Perseus the son of Zeus, and it is after him that 


they declare the fish is named. Its size is that of the 


largest anthias; in appearance it is like a basse; its | 
nose is somewhat hooked, and it is dappled with rings 
as it were of gold round its body, and these rings be- 
gin at the head at right angles to it and cease at the 
belly. It is armed with large teeth set close. It 
is said to surpass other fish in the strength and power 
of its body, neither is it wanting in courage. How to 
fish for it and how to catch it I have explained else- 
where.* 


99. The Pinna is a marine creature and belongs $4; vine and 


the class of bivalves. It opens by parting the shells: 
that enclose it, and extends a small piece of its flesh. 
like a bait to fish that swim by. The Crab however 
remains by its side, sharing its food and its feeding-" | 
ground. Sowhensome fish comes swimming up, the 
Crab gives the Pinna a gentle prick, whereat the 
Pinna opens its shell wider and admits the head of the. 
approaching fish—for it lowers its head to feed—and 
eats it. | 

QI. 
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30. "Hy de dpa oixeia T@ Temaevpevep Kal 
Tatra, ELOEVaL. copeiraros o KOKKVE Kal TA€EKew 
edmdopous e€ amopwv pnxavas Seworaros. caurg 
fev yap ovvemioratat empatew ov OuvayLevep Kat 
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KaTayoyny oOveiay evrixres. ov mavTwy dé Cpvi- 
Bw kahuais emimnod obrds ye, adda. Kopvoov Kat 
PATTNS Kal xAwpibos Kab Tra Tou" TovToLs yap 

? iY 
ovveriorarat ouota avr® wo TiKTOVOL. Kat KevaOv 
pev avray ovedy, obK av mapérBou wav dé evdov 
ovrwv eira. pevrou TO. EavToo mapevéieer. eav 
Be moa Ta exer, TA pev exxvdrlcas npdvice, 
TO. M58 EauTou Kkaredure, duayvwobhvat TE Kat 
pwpabijvas bu Opotornra py Ouvapeva. Kal ot 
wev opvt Es Ob mpoetpyuevor Ta pnoev opuot 
Mpoo}KovTo. exyAvdovow, drromnyvUpeva de € exeivo. 
eavrots ouveyvOKOTE THv vobeiav exmereTat TE KOE 


rapa. Tov yewdpevov oTéAAcTat: TOY yap mTEpav- 


avrots mreptyvbevrey yreopit ETOL aAAorpto. evra, 
Kab aixileras MuKpoTaTa.. opéirat 1 dé piav cpay 
Too érous THY dpiorny 6 KOKKUE npos ‘yap 
drapxyopevov Kal adros éudavys éeoriv és avarohds 
Letpiov, etra Tis THY ToMav dfews dvexadpyoer. 
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30. It seems after all fitting that an educated man The Cuckoo 


should be acquainted with these facts as well.. The 
Cuckoo is extremely clever and most adroit at devis- 
ing ingenious solutions to difficulties. For the bird is 
conscious that it cannot brood and hatch eggs because 
of the cold nature of its bodily constitution, so they. 
say. Therefore, when it lays its eggs, it neither builds 
itself a nest nor nurses its young, but watches until 


birds that have nestlings are flown and abroad, enters 


the strange lodging, and there lays its eggs. The 
rascal does not however assail the nests of all birds, 
only those of the lark, the ring-dove, the greenfinch, 
and the pappus,* knowing as it does that these birds 
lay. eggs resembling its own. And if the nests are 


empty, it will not go near them, but if they contain 


eggs, then it mixes its own with them. But if the 
egos of the other bird are numerous, it rolls them out 
and destroys them and leaves its own behind, their 
resemblance making it impossible to know them 
apart and detect them. And the aforesaid birds 
hatch the eggs which are none of theirs. But when 
the Cuckoo's young have grown strong and are con- 
scious of their bastardy, they fly away and resort to 


their parent. For directly they are fledged they are 


a 


recognised as alien and are grievously ill-treated. 

The Cuckoo is seen only at one season, and that the 
best, of the year. For it is actually visible from the 
beginning of spring until the rising of the Dog-star ; ° 
after that it withdraws from the sight of man. 


31. “Ade Tpvdve, poBetrat Aéwyv. Kat Bacdloxos 
dé Tov aurov Spy, ws pact, oppwoel, Kaul KATLO@Y 
TpéMEL, Kat axovwy ddovros omarai te Kal aroOvy- 


81. The Lion dreads a Cock, and the Basilisk tao: The Cock, 


they say, goes in fear of the same bird: at the sight feared by’ 
of one it shudders, and at the sound of its crowing it Basilisk 
@ Unknown bird. > About mid-J uly. 


1 tC fo a 
Kal Oparat, 


a 193 


VOL. I. ‘HH 


BORAT SLICES EBSLLERERLEUSTONS EMS PELL TAA OT EMNLRIE RATE BOREL MCE Mt ibebicoSo1dincnnceas thatthe ea marmamasnanAnnsnNn Nites nde neces 


ie EET eNOS NIN IIE ERIE NETTIE EPLATI ITLL LISI LESSIG LSP ISIS ISS BICDY BEL LEGIN ILI SDAA RDS REY ALS, 








> 


AELIAN 


“~ »” A e 4 4 e ~ 
ake. tadra dpa Kat ot tiv AtBinv ddoumopobvres 
Thv Tv Towovtwv tpopov déer Tod mpoeipynpevov 

4 


F ; F 
BaotXicxov elira pévTot ovvéTopov Kal KolWwvVor 


n~ ¢ ~ 4 > fd 3 Ff ¢ > \ 
THs 6000 Tov adeKTpVOVG ETTayOVTAL, OOTEP OUY TO 


~ eit f > “ 
TyAKotrov KaKov amadAAd£er avrots. 
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33. ‘H AiBvcca 8° domis, dxotw, Tov mpos 76 


dtonua adris avriBréfavta® rupdrot tiv dyn: 


9 S€ GAAy od TvddAd? pév, arroKTeiver S€ pGora.. 
Aéyovras S€ Boes "Hrretpwrixat mdeiorov dcov 
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1 28> add. H. 2 A BuSdmids. 
8 Schn: Bdyré. £7. 
194 





ON ANIMALS, III. 31-33 


is seized with convulsions and dies. This is why 
travellers in Libya, which is the nurse of such. mon- 
sters, in fear of the aforesaid Basilisk take with them 
a Cock as companion and partner of their journey to 
protect themselves from so terrible an infliction. 


32. Crete is exceedingly hostile to wolves and rep- a pecu- 
tiles; and I learn from Theophrastus * that there are ae 
places on Macedonian Olympus where wolves do not 
go. Goats in Cephallenia go without drinking for six 
months. Among the Budini,® they say, you will not 
see a white sheep: they are all black. 

It seems that one peculiarity that distinguishes 
animals consists in this: some bite and inject poison 
from a fang, while others are given to striking, and 
having struck also inject a like deadly substance. 


33. The Libyan Asp, I am told, blinds the sight of The Asp in 
the man who faces its breath. But the other kind ”” 
does not indeed blind but kills at once. 

It is said that the Cows of Epirus give a most 
copious supply of milk, and the Goats of Scyros a far Goats in 
more generous yield than any other goats. And ve 
there are Goats in Egypt that produce quintuplets, in Egypt 
while most produce twins. The Nile is said to be the 
cause of this, as the water it provides is extremely 
progenitive. For that reason shepherds who like fine 
flocks and devote much care to them have a device 
for drawing as much water as is possible from the Nile 


« There is no such statement in his extant remains. 
_> The Budini were a tribe living N of the Sea of Azov. 
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Képas exopiotn, Kat tpeis audopéas éywpyoer. 
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| 35. Tlepdtxwy P0eypa év ovdeT0T av aKxovcetas ® 


amdvTov, ava eoTe diaddopa. Kat *APjvnot ve | 
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€OTt TO Traparray év Pan pev ot Bdrpayor, év 


. Maxedovia dé bs. Kal TeTTHywY Te yévos, apwvor 


Kat ovrot ° 


36. Dévos padayyiou pactv elvat, Kahobou dé 
péya To paddyytov, etre ort péhay eorl Kal 7 
ovTt mpoceouKe aTapuais p payt Kat mws opGrat Kal 
TEpUpepes, etre Ou airiav érépav yiveras de é&v 


Th AuBop, Kal exel 7édas pucpous ° oToua dé 
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elAnyev €v Peon TH yaoTpl, Kat €oTw amoKTetivaL 
TAXLOTOV. 


37. "Ey Repipy Bdrpayou, 7d mapdray ouK av 
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1 rais orepltpats | ye. 
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for their herds, especially for animals that are. 
barren. | 


. 34. They say hak. a horn was brought from the A wonderful 
Indies to Ptolemy II, and it held three amphorae. a 
Imagine an ox that could produce a horn of that size, 


35. You would never hear the same note from all The _ 
Partridges, but they vary. At Athens for instance *°*"°6° 
those on the far side of the deme Corydallus emit one 
note, those on this side another. What names these 
notes have Theophrastus will tell us [fr. 181]. But 
in Boeotia and on the opposite shore of Euboea they 
have the same note and, as it were, the same lan- 
guage. In Cyrene the Frogs are completely dumb ; 
in Macedonia, the Pigs; and there is also a kind. of 
Cicada that is dumb. 


36. There is a kind of Spider which they call the The Grepe- 
‘ Grape-spider,’ either because it is dark and does in *"°* 
fact resemble a grape in a bunch—it has a somewhat 


_ spherical appearance—or for some other reason. It 


occurs in Libya and has short legs; it has a mouth in 
the middle of its belly, and can kill in a twinkling. 


37. In Seriphus you will never hear the Frogs abe tees 
croaking at all. If however you transport them else- °"°"?"™ 
where, they emit a piercing and most harsh sound.. 


® About 26 gallons. 


4 dio ye. 


5 érépay, Karayvavat ToiTo pGov odK éort. 
6 Ges: pwaxpovs. 1 axovoais. 
8 xopioats. o 7. 
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> f : ~ 
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> A i e 4 \ ~ 7, 
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‘ aA 7 + ‘ , \ 
Kata ths Topydvos adPAov rov Iepada modAjy 
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? , i “~ ‘ / ro > / 
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Tapadtwv tv Tob vdaros puypoTyTa aitiay civat 
“a kd . n : 
Ths adwvias THv mpoeipnevev. 


38 "EL : a e ~ é \ / . 
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€ FA 7 ¢ 
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gyct WMeddpactros. 7 5é ev Deve@ Airy iyfdwv 

¥ r4 > 

ayoves €or. wuypol 5€ apa ovTes THY ovyKpaocw 
¢ f ~ 

ot rérruyes eira, pévrot mupovpevoe. TH HArLw * 

gdovow, exeivos Aéye. 


39. ToAunpdtaros® <de>® dpa Cawv 6 aiysOjAas 
v> tov pev yap opvidayv trepdpovet TOV piKpaov, 
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/ \\7 ~ Ha > “A tA 
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wy 


1 Ges: Aipvn 7. 
8 Scaxdmrew Kat AvTetv SyAovdrt. 
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On mount Pierus in Thessaly there is a lake; it is not 
perennial but is created in winter by the waters which 
flow together into it. Now if one throws Frogs into 
it they become silent, though vocal elsewhere. 
Touching the Seriphian Frogs the people of Seriphus 


boast that Perseus arrived from his contest with the and Perseus » 


Gorgon after covering an immense distance, and being 
naturally fatigued rested by the lake side and lay 
down wishing to sleep. The Frogs however worried 
the hero with their croaking and interrupted his 
slumbers. But Perseus prayed to his father to silence 
the Frogs. His father gave ear and to gratify his son 
condemned the Frogs there to everlasting silence. 
Theophrastus however upsets the story [ fr. 186] and 
relieves the Seriphians of their imposture by asserting 
that it is the coldness of the water that causes the 
aforesaid Frogs to be dumb. 


38. In moist places and where the air is excessively Local pecu- 


damp Cocks do not crow, according to Theophrastus ' 
(fr. 187]. And the lake at Pheneus produces no fish. 
It is because Cicadas are constitutionally cold that, 
when warmed by the sun, they sing, says the same 
writer. 


39. It seems that the Goatsucker is the most The Goat- 


audacious of creatures, for it despises small birds but 
assails goats with the utmost violence, and more than 
that, it flies to their udders and sucks out the milk 





$ VOTLWOTE pos. 


4 Jac: mvpovpévov Tod HAtov. 

5 rohunpétatov Ges, roAunporepov. 
6 <dé> add. H. 

7 <xat> add. H. 
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elra expvld ro ydda,) Kal THY Tyswpiav Thy ék 
Tob aimddov ov SédouKe, KaiTot aovnpérarov 
avrais puocldv drép THs tAnCpOVAS arodidods: 
tuddot yap Tov paotdv,” Kal amooBévyvot thy 
exeilev emtppony. : | 


40. MnrpodiSaxrov wey tov THs “Aphrys ? vidv 


\ “~ “~~ “a aA 
Tov THS adeAdhs THs “Aptotiniov dtyvodow ot 


moddoi: Adyer 5€ *ApiotoréAns ideiv adrds ta: 


vedTTLA THS anddvos bro THs pynTpos Siackdpeva 
goew. Hv dé apa dpvidwy 7 andav edevbepias 
epaorpia icyupas, Kat dua Taira y evTeAhs Tv 
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meTretpaj.evol, Tas ev HON mpeaBuTépas® peOrGor, 
arovddlovar de Onpay ra veorria.. 


¢ / ~~ . 
41. “Iamovs povocepws yh “IvdiKy rikres, dact, 
: 1 » / : ; 
KaL OvoUS povoKEepws 4 adTH Tpédet, Kal yiveTal 
> ~ d ~ 
ye €K TOV Kepdtwrv THVvdE ExTpaTA. Kal El TIS 
> 29 \ 2 D. f Q Oe i ee er 
es atta epPdror dadppaKkov Gavaryddpov, 6 muddy, 


ON ¢ 5 4 
oddey 4 emBovdr) Avice atTov' €olKe yap 
3 ~ ~ ~ , 
GpuvTHptov TOD KaKoo TO Képas Kal TOO immov Kal 


a > 
TOU OVOU €EtVOQL. 


¢ / : | 
42. ‘OQ aopdupiwy wpatdtaréds Te aya Kal 
- 4 3 : 
pepwvupwrares eort Cowv, Kal yaiper Kovidpevos, 


1 3 ~ 7 
€x Tod yaAaxrTos. 
2 bY ¢ é La ba] 
peacrov Orav omadon MSS, Gv ay o. Jac. 
3 Cas: *Apiorns. 
> “a 
44 &v 7 oixloxyw dvddrrerat. 
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without any fear of vengeance from the goatherd, 
although it makes the basest return for being filled 
with milk, for it makes the dug ‘blind’ and staunches 
its flow. : 7 | 


40. Many people sing the praises of the son of The | 

Arete; the sister of Aristippus, as being taught by “#478 
his mother. Aristotle says [HA 536b17] that he 
has with his own eyes seen the young of the Night- 
ingale being instructed by their mother how to sing. 
It seems that the Nightingale passionately loves its 
freedom, and for that reason when a mature bird is 
caught and confined in a cage, it refrains from song 
and takes vengeance on the birdcatcher for its en- 
slavement by silence. Consequently men who have 
had this experience let them go when they are older 
and do their best to catch the young. 


41. India produces horses with one horn, they say, ‘The Horn 
and the same country fosters asses with a single horn. pe 
And from these horns they make drinking-vessels, 
and if anyone puts a deadly poison in them and a man 


drinks, the plot will do him no harm. For it seems 


_ that the horn poth of the horse and of the ass is an 


antidote to the poison. 


42. The Purple Coot is the most beautiful and the The Purple 
« 7 < : “* Coot 
most appropriately named of creatures, and it de- 


@ Arete was the daughter, not the sister, of Aristippus, and 
her son was called after his grandfather. 


5 % “ \ IRA 
Kat rpopav Kat wois. 
8 apeaBuTépas kat adovoas. 
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drodavOavwn eobier. CndrdTumos 8é eorw loyupads, 
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Kat €av KaTayv@ powyedecBa THs oikias thy 
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Xatpovot ye pnv ot dvOpwror adt@, kal tpédovor 
mepeiopevs Kal mpoundads atrdév. Kal €ouxev 7 
coPapas oikias Kal péya mAovotas dbupya etvas, 
) vrodexeTat vews avrdév, Kal dderos aAGrat Kal 
tepos mepievow éow mepiBddov. tov Tadv pev 
otv wpatov ovrTa Kal KaraQvovot Kal avrodyrat of 
dowto. Tob yap dpvifos Ta ev mrEepa KéopOS 
€or, TO 6€ capa 4 Te} OLS&A sropdupinva Sé 
ovk oida Katabdoavra obdéva ent Seimvw, od 
KaAddiav od Kriourmov tots *A@nvatovs, od 
Aevxoddov* ody ‘“Opriowov rots ‘Pwpaiovs: 
elzrov dé dAlyous €x moAA@v aodrous Kal axpare- 
orarous TH Te GMy Kat pwevrou Kal wept yaorépa. 


¢ ? ¢ i 
43. “OQ xdpaE 6 78n yépwv érav pi Sdvynras 
f ‘ “~ 
Tpepery Tovs veotTovs, eavTov adtois mporeivet 
4 € x 3 
tpogyv: ot dé €ofioves tov marépa. Kat rh 
1 Aoverat. 2 Badicews. 
3 Jac: Hv re odder. 
4 AevicovAdov most MSS, edxodov A. 





* Callias: end of 5th cent. B.c., a wealthy and frivolous 
Athenian. Both Xenophon and Plato lay the scene of their 
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lights to dust itself, and it also bathes just as pigeons 
do. But it does not devote itself to the dusting- 
place or to the bath until it has walked a certain 
number of paces to satisfy itself. It cannot bear 


being seen feeding, and for that reason it retires and — 


eats in concealment. It is violent in its jealousy and 
keeps a close watch on the mated female birds, and 
if it discovers the mistress of its house to be adul- 
terous, it strangles itself. It does not fly high. Yet 
men take pleasure in it and tend it with care and 
consideration. And apparently it is either a pet 
in a sumptuous and opulent household, or else it is 
admitted into a temple and roams unconfined, moving 
about as a sacred creature within the precinct.. 


The Peacock on the contrary, which is a beautiful The 


bird, is killed and eaten by voluptuaries. The 
feathers of this bird are a decoration, though its body 
is of little or no account. But I never heard of any- 
one killing a Purple Coot for a meal, not Callias* 
nor Ctesippus the Athenians, not Lucullus nor 
Hortensius the Romans. I have named but a few 
out of many who were luxurious and insatiate in other 
ways but especially where their bellies were con- 


cerned. 


ock 


— A8. When the Raven on reaching old age can no The Raven 


longer feed its young, it offers itself as their food; 
and they eat their father. And this is alleged to be 


Symposia at his house.—Ctesippus, pleasure-loving Athenian, 
defended by Demosthenes in his speech against Leptines; 
became a butt for Comic poets.—Lucullus: Ist cent. B.c., 
conqueror of Mithridates; his name became proverbial for 
wealth.—Hortensius: Ist cent. 3.c., famous as an orator, the 
rival of Cicero, and possessor of immense wealth. 
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ON ANIMALS, III. 43-45 
the origin of the proverb which says ‘ A bad egg of a 


bad raven.’ 


The 


44, Ringdoves are celebrated’ as the most con- eae 


tinent of birds. For instance, when once the male 
and the female have paired and are, so to say; of one 
mind to wed, they cling to one another and are : 
continent, and neither bird would touch a strange 
bed. If however they cast amorous glances at other 
birds, the rest gather round them and the sere 
torn to pieces by those of his own sex, the female by 
the females. This then is the law of continence 
which extends to doves and remains unchanged, | 
except that they do not put to death both as | 
when they kill the male they take compassion on the | 
female and leave her unharmed ; and she goes about, 


a widow. ; ' ; | 


45. Aristotle says [HA 613 a1] that male Pigeons The Pigeon 
share the birth-pangs of the females, and if they 
wander from the nest the males will push and drive 
them in; and when they have laid their eggs the 
males will force them to brood them. But the male 
birds also keep the chicks warm and help the females 
to feed them, according to the same writer. And to 
prevent the chicks from being underfed the parents 
begin by giving them saline earth, so that when they 
have tasted it, they then readily eat the rest of their 
food. It would seem that there is a treaty of peace 
between Pigeons and such others as are birds of prey, 
but they are said to live in fear of sea-eagles and 
Tn 

3 kal Tov: . 4 re. 
earn oe: 8 gydidevar. 
7 Jac: mepvarepats 76 évredber. re 
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LA 
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falcons. But their method of dealing with hawks is a ana Hawks - 


tale worth hearing. When the hawk, which is accus- 
tomed to soar high in the air, gives chase, the Pigeons 

lide and sink lower and attempt to reduce their 
flight. When attacked however by some bird which 
by nature flies at a lower level than they, the Pigeons 


‘mount up and travel through the sky, and flying 


overhead they have no fear, because the other cannot 


harry them from above. 


46. An Indian trainer finding a young white 
Elephant took and reared it during its early years; 
he gradually tamed it and used to ride upon it and 
grew fond of his chattel, which returned his affection 
and recompensed him for his fostering care. Now 
the king of the Indies hearing of this, asked to be 
given the animal. But the trainer in his affection 
was jealous and even overcome with grief at the 
thought of another man being its master, and declined 
to give it up; and so, mounting the Elephant, he 
went off into the desert. The king in his indigna- 
tion despatched men to take the Elephant away and. 
at the same time to bring the Indian to judgment. 
When they arrived they attempted to apply force. 
So the man struck at them from his mount, and the 
beast helped to defend its master as he was being 
injured. Such was the beginning of the affair. But 
when the Indian was wounded and fell, the Elephant 
bestrode its keeper after the manner of armed men 
covering a comrade with their shields, slew many 
of the attackers, and put the remainder to flight. 
Then, winding its trunk round its keeper, it raised. 


vO an nr 
3 <nai> add. H. 4 Ges: meipay. 
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208 





iL 


ON ANIMALS, III. 46-47 


him and brought him to its-stable and stayed by his 
side, as one trusty friend might do to another, thus 
showing its kindly nature. on | 

© wicked men, for ever busy (?) about the table 
and the clash of frying-pans and dancing to your 
lunch, but traitors in the hour of danger, in whose 
mouth the word ‘ Friendship ’ is vain and of no effect. 


47. In the name of Zeus our father, permit me to 
ask the tragic dramatists and their predecessors, the 
inventors of fables, what they mean by showering 
such a flood of ignorance upon the son of Laius 4 
who consummated that disastrous union with his 
mother; and upon Telephus® who, without indeed 
attempting union, lay with his mother and would 
have done the same as Oedipus, had not a serpent 
sent by the gods kept them apart, when Nature 
allows unreasoning animals to perceive by mere con- 
tact the nature of this union, with no need for tokens 
nor for the presence of the man who exposed Oedipus 
on Cithaeron. | 

The Camel, for instance, would never couple with 
its mother. Now the keeper of a herd of camels 
covered up a female as far as possible, hiding all but 
its parts, and then drove the son to its mother. The 
beast, all unwitting, in its eagerness to copulate, did 
the deed, then realised what it had done. It bit and 
trampled on the man who was the cause of its un- 


¢ Oedipus, after having unwittingly slain his father Laius, 
married his widow locasta. 

> Telephus, son of Heracles and Auge. According to one 
story Teuthras king of Mysia, unaware of their relationship, 
gave his daughter Auge in marriage to Telephus who was 
equally unaware. 3 : 


209 


Examples 
of incest 





AELIAN 


Tols yovact Taiwy améxrewev adyewdtaTa, éavTov 
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lawful union, and kneeling on him put him to an 
agonising death, and then threw itself over a 
ipice. 7 

ree here Oedipus was ill-advised in not killing 
himself but blinding his eyes; in not realising how 
to escape from his calamities when he might have 
made away with himself instead of cursing his house 
and his family ; and finally in seeking by an irremedi- 
able calamity to remedy calamities already past. 


2it 
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T _ “~~ 
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Ano. TavTyV GoxnLoVves, map’ % Bodderou 
evdokimely, Todd L Ares 8 
yew. TovUTO Tot Kal Kpfres daep trav 
> 
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> A ~ 
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Kat TOU €paoTod Kat TOD Kadod To dvoua). dpeTas 
é ~ \ : 
H v oby TH paXn tov veaviay arodei~acbai 1 
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1 Schn: drodiSocba. 
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BOOK IV 


1. Partridges are the most incontinent: of birds; The | 
Partridge 


that is the reason for their passionate love of the 
female birds and for their constant enslavement to 
lust. So those that rear fighting Partridges, when 
they egg them on to battle with one another, make 
the female stand each by her mate, as they have 
found this to be a device for countering any cowardice 
or reluctance to fight. For the Partridge that is 
defeated cannot endure to show himself either to his 
loved one or to his spouse. He will sooner die under 
the blows than turn away from his adversary and dare 
in his disgrace to look upon her whose good opinion 
he courts. | 
The Cretans also have taken this view regarding 
lovers. For I have heard that a Cretan lover, who 
had beside other qualities that of a fine soldier, had 
as his favourite a boy of good birth, conspicuous for 
his beauty, of manly spirit, excellently fitted by 
nature to imbibe the noblest principles, though on 
account of his youth he was not yet called to arms. 
I have elsewhere @ given the name of the lover and 
of the beautiful boy.) Now the Cretans say that 
the young man did acts of valour in the fight, but 
when the enemy’s massed line pressed him hard, 
he stumbled over a dead body that lay there and 
was thrown down. Whereupon one of the enemy 


¢ Not in any surviving work of Aelian’s. 
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~ € 4 ~ 
mAgtoTov. ovKoby at pev ody dpdvrat, Aéyovar Sé 


"rE “A 4 A rd 
puxivor THv Ueov dopugopovoas daedeiv: dOdp- 


nee , 
para yap Agpodirns TEploTepas elvat adovoi TE 
EKELVOL Kat TemioTEevKacL TaVvTes dvOpwrot. SeA- 
Govody Sé huepav evvéa pi : 
HEepOv evvea priav ev Swamper 7 
wpav &k ye Tod Tedd 5 Pare fete 
ye Tob meAdyous rob Kowilovtos éx Tis 


i oe tt : 
Jac: dvadnn, dvadnv. 2 raurn exeibey 


et err, 


* A Spartan who owing to sickness 
was absent 
battle of Thermopylae. Later, at Plataea, he aia a 
ara See Hdt. 7.229-32; 9. 71, : 
2T 





ON ANIMALS, IV. 1-2 


who was nearest, in his eagerness was about to 
strike him in the back. But the man turned and 
exclaimed ‘ Do-not deal me a shameful and cowardly 
blow,. but strike me in front, in the breast, in order 
that my loved one may not judge me guilty of 
cowardice and refrain from laying out my dead body : 
he could not bear to go near one who so disgraces 
himself.’ : 

There is nothing wonderful in a man being ashamed 
to appear a coward, but that a Partridge should have 
some feeling of shame, this is a truly impressive gift 
of Nature. But Aristodemus the timid,? and Cleo- 
nymus who threw away his shield,’ and Pisander the 
craven,¢ had no reverence for their country or for their 
wives or for their children. | 


2. At Eryx in Sicily there is a festival which The Pigeons 
not only the people of Eryx but everybody dite at Eryx 


throughout the whole of Sicily as well eall the 
‘Festival of the Embarkation.’ And the reason 
why the festival is so called is this: they say that 
during these days Aphrodite sets out thence for 
Libya. They adduce in support of their belief the 
following circumstance. There is there an immense 
multitude of Pigeons. Now these disappear, and the 
people of Eryx assert that they have gone as an 
escort to the goddess, for they speak of Pigeons as 
‘ pets of Aphrodite,’ and so everybody believes them 
to be. But after nine days one bird of conspicuous 
beauty is seen flying in from the sea which brings it 


> A frequent butt of Aristophanes. 

¢ Athenian demagogue, end of 5th cent., lampooned by 
Comic poets for his bulk, his rapacity, and his cowardice. 
Helped to establish the rule of the Four Hundred. 
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ON ANIMALS, IV. 2-5 


from Libya: it isnot like the other Pigeons in a flock 
but is rose-coloured, just as Anacreon of Teos de- 
scribes Aphrodite, styling her somewhere [ fr. 2.3 D] 
‘yoseate.’ And the bird might also be compared to 
gold, for this too is like the same goddess of whom 
Homer sings as‘ golden’ [J/. 5. 427]. And after the 
bird follow the other Pigeons in clouds, and again 
there is a festal gathering for the people of Eryx, 
the ‘ Festival of the Return’; the name is derived 
from the event. | 


3. The Wolf.and the she-Wolf feed together, like- Lion and 


Lioness however do not, for the Lioness and the Lion 
do not follow the same track either hunting or when 
drinking. And the reason is that both derive con- 
fidence from their bodily strength, so that neither has 
need of the other, as older writers assert. 


_wise the Horse and: the Mare; the Lion and the ae 


4. Wolves are not easily delivered of their young, The Wolf 


only after twelve days and twelve nights, for the 
people of Delos maintain that this was the length of 
time that it took Leto to travel from the Hyper- 
boreans to Delos. . 


5. Animals hostile to one another: the Tortoise Animal 


and the Partridge; the Stork and the Corncrake to 
the Sea-gull; the Shearwater and the Heron to the 
Sea-mew. The Crested Lark feels enmity towards 
the Goldfinch; the Turtle-dove disagrees with the 
Pyrallis;* the Kite too and the Raven are enemies ; 


¢ Perhaps a kind of pigeon. 
a 
7 <8é> add. H. 8 aGppav. 


enmities 








AELIAN 


4 / : ; fos. | 4 ~*~ 
d¢ 1 pds KipKny, Kipxn S€ pos Kipkav od TO yéver 
‘4 2 4 4 ~ i , ae ? 
povov, dd Kat rH dice. Siaddpovre mehdpacbov. 


Xdvvn Sé ixOds Aayvioraros. Heveods dé pvp- 


“~ ~ “ > : 
pnkas ev Deve? rijs Aaxwvuris dxoveww TOope- 
ort, “3 


6. Tous immous edeot re Kal Reyudou Kal rots 
KaTnvepows xwpiois ydec0ar padAov immotpodias 
Te Kal mwdrotpodixis dvOpwrot codioral 6pL0Ao~. 


~ ” \ > \ *~ 4 
yotow. evlev tor kat “Ounpos euot Soxeiv Seuss 
@v Kai Ta Towadra ovvidety hn mov. 


TH TproxiAvas trot Eos Kara Bovkodéovto. 


e€nveu®oba. 8é tmmovs modAdkis immodopBot — 


TeKunplovor Kat Kara Tov vérov 7} TOov Boppay 
; > S “ 
devyew. iddra ody tov adrov TonTHy etzety 


? ‘ ‘? > , 
Taw Kat Bopéns ipdooaro Booxopevdwy. 

19. fae a ae, y 
Kat “AptotoréAns 8, cis eue voeiv, AaBdv evrebbev 

4 “A . ; 
ev t&v mpoepnudvwn dveuewr oioTpnbeiaas b1- 

? 
dpacKew > edaro adrds. | 


> / 4 ~ 
1. “Axotw rov XkvOdv Baowda (7d Sé dvopa 
3D 4 7A / la 
eldws €@: ri ydp poe Kal Avouredés éorw ;) Urov 
/ lad 
orovoaiay éxew méoav dperiy, conv immoe Kat 
> ~ : 
amatrobvraL Kal aodeixvurtar, évew Sé Kal vidv 
7A > / “~ ~ : 
auTns exewns tdv adiwy dperh Swampémovra. 
+} oetpny pedicons dvopa. 
amodbpdaxKeuv. | 
a ne eee ee 
* Probably the Serin-finch. 
’ The Circe has not been identified. 


2 Ilédvw Venmans. 
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the Siren ¢ and the Circe os the Circe and the oe 
have been found to be at variance not only in the 


of sex but in their nature. 
ie Seaperch is the most lecherous of fishes. In eee 
Pheneus in Laconia® one may hear tell of white 


Ants. 


g. Men skilled in the breeding and care of pers The Horse 
agree that Horses are most fond of marshy Sogou 
meadows, and wind-swept spots. eee se : 
Homer, who in my opinion had a ae | . Ae 
ledge of such matters, saying somewhere [J/. 20. 


_ © For him three thousand mares grazed along the 
water-meadow.’ | 


| : j Mares being: Mares im- 
Rad no ere iad, sade vheke gallopinn (Pe 
‘ tite the south or the north wind. And the same 
poet knew this when he said [Z1. 20. 2.23 | | | 
"© Of them was Boreas enamoured as they pastured. 


‘Axis i him, said 
Aristotle too, borrowing (as I think) from > 
(HA BT2 a 16) that they rush away in frenzy straight 
in the face of the aforesaid winds. 


that the King of the Scythians (his Example of 
eee ae suppress, foe I have nothing to ee ae 
by it) possessed a mare remarkable for every ee 
lence which is expected of horses and for bias es 
are displayed; and that he possessed also a foal of 


i iting Paus. 3. 26. 

é us was in Arcadia. Venmans, cl 
2,3 ena peony oe a place in Laconia at wn Seni 
of the Messenian Gulf. It was also the name te ee y ah 
at the mouth of the Pamisus; see Frazer on aus. loc, cit. 
The ‘ white ants.’ are fabulous. eee 
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_ this same mare which surpassed all others in its ex- 


cellence. Being unable to find either another worthy 
mate for the mare or another mare fit to be impreg- 


nated by the foal, he therefore put the two together 


for that purpose. They caressed each other in various 
ways and were friendly disposed, but refused to 


couple. So as the animals were too clever for the 


Scythian’s scheme, he blindfolded both mare and foal 


with cloths, and they accomplished the act so contrary — 


tolaw and morality. But when the pair realised what 
they had done, they atoned for their impious deed by 
death and threw themselves over a precipice. 


8. Eudemus records how a groom fell in love with Groom in 
love with 


a young mare, the finest of the herd, as it might have Mare 


been a beautiful girl, the loveliest of all thereabouts. 
And at first he restrained himself, but finally dared 
to consummate a strange union. Now the mare had 
a foal, and a fine one, and when it saw what was hap- 
pening it was pained, just as though its mother were 
being tyrannically treated by her master, and it 
leaped upon the man and killed him. And it even 
went so far as to watch where he was buried, went 
to the place, dug up the corpse, and outraged it by 
inflicting every kind of injury. , 


9. The majority of Fishes are eager for sexual 
intercourse throughout the springtime, and withdraw 
for choice to the Black Sea, for it contains caverns 


Fish in the 


season 


and resting-places which are Nature’s gift to Fishes. - 


Besides, its waters are free from the savage creatures 


a RA 


2 és (eis) om. AL. 8 hv adpodirny. 
4 Jac: iyOdow 6 Tovros. 
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1 ~ 2 Ane ae : 
Gron: éorw. 2 Mein’: éxxpovovo. Mss, H. 
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which the sea breeds. Only dolphins roam there, 
and they are smalland feeble. Moreover it is devoid 
of octopuses ; it produces no crabs and does not breed. 
lobsters: these are the bane of small fishes. 


10. Iam informed that when the new moon begins Lace 
to appear, Elephants by some natural and un- Moon 
explained act of intelligence pluck fresh branches 
from: the forest where they feed and then raise them 
aloft and look upwards at the goddess, waving the 
branches gently to and fro, as though they were 
offering her in a sense a suppliant’s olive-branch in 
the hope that she will prove kindly and benevolent to 


them. 


11. I have heard that Mares are the only animals The Mare 
which when pregnant allow the male to have inter- 
course with them. For Mares are exceedingly lust- 
ful, and that is why strict censors call lecherous 
women ‘ mares.’ 


12. Partridges while still in the egg and confined 7 
by the shell that has formed around them do not wait its young’ . 
for their parents to hatch them out, but alone and 
unaided, like house-breakers, peck through the eggs, . 
peep out, and then lever themselves up, and then 
after cracking the egg-shell begin at once to run. 

And if half the shell is clinging to their tail they 
shake it off and cast it from them; and they hunt 


for food and dart about at great speed. 


ate ee a Bee gr a oleae eet 
8 gavrous. 
225 
VOL.I. | I 


ress ALES Sst 128 ef ESHA) BELINDA NS iB BRAD SEUSS SCID LEP SD SEDSLN ESI NS SEEDS RUSS IRIE Sci SEER I GBT BREET AIST 








AELIAN 


13. Tév wepdixwyv of Topot Te Kal @duKol TH 
t & 


oderépa, Oappotow edyAwrtia® Kal ob paynTiKol 
Sé Kal GywriotiKol Kal exelvoe TemoTEvKaOW OTL 
ph etow aftor rapavdAwpa yevéotat TreOnpapevor- 
Kal Sua Taira dadAwoKduevor Frtov mpos Tods 
Onpdvras Svapdyovras baép Tod pr) dAdvat.t ot 
d€ GAAot, Kat ett wGAdov ot Kippator, cuveyvwxores 
éaurots oUTe. GAkny ayafois ovTe ddew, Kadds bé 
dueyvwxdres OTe dpa aAdvrTes EcovTas Selmvov Tots 
HpynKkoct, madap@vrat twtr oodia gpvatkH éavtods 
aBpwrovs Tapackevdca Kat THs pev adAdAns 
tpodys, Aris atrods edppaives Te Kal maiver, 
dméxovrat, oKdpoda dé otrotvTat mpolupdrara. 
of rolvuy tatra mpopaldvres éomelcavto pods 
avtovs éxdvTes GOnpiav’ doTis 5é€ TH TOUTWY Aypa 
ob mpoevéruxe, cvdAAaBov Kat Kabeypjoas arwAcce 
Kal TOV XYpOVvoYv Kal THY em” adTOIs O7TOVdTVY, ToOVN- 
pot Kpéws tretpabeis. . 
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13. Partridges that utter clear, musical tones are The 


confident in their vocal skill. So too the fighting 
birds which compete feel certain that when captured 
they will not be regarded as merely fit for sacrifice. 
And that is why when caught they struggle less 
against their pursuers in order to avoid capture. 
But the rest, and especially the Partridges of Cirrha, 
conscious that they possess neither strength nor 
ability to sing, and knowing full well that if caught 
they will furnish a meal for their captors, do their 
utmost, prompted by some natural intelligence, to 
render themselves unfit for eating. And they ab- 
stain from other food which delights and fattens them 


and feed most eagerly upon garlic. Hence those 


who are already aware of these facts have willingly. 
agreed that they should be immune from pursuit. 
Whereas a man who has not previously chanced to 
hunt them, if he catches and cooks them, has wasted 
his time and his pains over them, when he finds their 
flesh disgusting. 


14. The Marten is an evil creature, and an evil opty and 


creature is the Snake. And so when a Marten means 
to fight with a Snake, it chews some rue beforehand 
and then goes out boldly to battle, as though fortified 
and armed. The reason is that to a Snake rue is 
utterly abhorrent. | 


15. The Wolf when gorged to satiety will not there- ae ole 
after taste the least morsel. For his belly is dis- full fed 


tended, his tongue swells, his mouth is blocked, and 


_he is gentle as a lamb to meet, and would have no 


; Gappotoa V, del. H, d.abappotca emt THY p. most MSS. 
mEpt~. 4 oidave: H. : 
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pLéoos. pevodrat dé HOUXA Kal KaT’ ohiyov ve 
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designs on man or beast, even were he to walk through 
the middle of a flock. Gradually however and little 
by little his tongue shrinks and resumes its former 
shape, and he becomes once more a wolf. 


Kat AdKosS yiverat adOes. 
” 16. Cockerels all tread a newcomer to the flock, The 


and tame Partridges do the same to the latest ra 





16. “AXdexrpudves ev ayéAn tov vénduv? ava- 
Baivovot wavrTes. Kat ot taco dé mépdiKes Tov 
HKOVTA TMpPO@Tov Kal ovmw meTpatiopevov Ta adTa 
Opdovw. dyretBopevor dé ot mepouKes TOUS Tpépov- 
TAS Kaul adrol maAevouat TOUS apéerous Kab aypious, 
KaTO TOS mEpLoTepas dpa@vres kal ovToL TobTo. 
mpoodyerar S€ apa o mépoiE Kal oeiphvas és. To 
eporKov mporeives Ta Tv dAAwy Tov TpdrTrOV 
Totrov. eoTnkey Gdwv? Kal eoTw ot To péAos 
TmpoKAnriKor, es pany vmobfyov TOV Gy por, 
EOTHKE dé eMoxav ™pos TH may 6 de * Tov 
dypioy Kopudaios avrdoas mpo Tis ayéAns paxov- 
jevos EpYeTat. O roivy Tacos emt TOO avaxor- 
pet dedévae OKYTTOLEVOS™ 6 d€ €metot yaipos, 
ofa ® Sxrrou Kparav VE Kal edAwev evayebeis 
Th mayn. eqv pev ouv q appv 6 Tots Onparpors 
WEpLTETWY, mreupaivrat emucoupely ob _OUPYO[OL TO 
cadwkKdre- éav dé H i) OAAvs, Traiovat TOV evoxebévra 
aAAos addaydber, ws dia TH Aayveiav és dSovAciav 
EpmrecovTa,. Kat eKeivo 5€ o¥ maphow, émel Kal 
dfvov dcoBoae avre. edy 7 OjAus 6 traAevwr, wa 
pay euméon 6 appny, out ef OnjAevat p€hos dvr pOov 
7nxobot, Kal puovrat Tov épmrecoupevov €s THY 1d- 
yn Tais avvvopois Kal mAcioow aopévws ovpmTa- 

: emBovdevaa. 
2 vénduv ovens OnAediv dzropias. 
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arrival as yet untamed. And Partridges even requite 
their own parents by decoying those that are free and 
wild, acting in this respect just like pigeons. Now. 
this is the way in which the Partridge draws them to 
him and displays the arts of a Siren to allure others. 
He stands uttering his cry, and his tune conveys a 
challenge, provoking the wild bird to fight; and he 
stands in ambush by the springe. Then the cock of 


- the wild birds answers back and advances to do battle 


on behalf of his covey. So the tame bird withdraws, 
pretending to be afraid, while the other advances 
vaunting as though he were already victorious, is 
caught in the snare, and is captured. Now if it is a 
cock bird that falls into the trap, his companions 
attempt to bring help to the captive; but if it is a 


hen, one here and another there beats the captive for 


allowing her lust to bring her into slavery. 

And here is a point that I will not omit, for it 
deserves attention. If the decoy-bird is a hen, the 
wild hens, in order to prevent the cock from falling 
into the trap, counter the challenge with their cries 
and rescue the cock that is about to be trapped, for 
he is glad to stay with those who are his mates and 


3 d3uv 6 mpaos. * 87.. 
5 Reiske: ws ola. 6 Retske: mrapapévy. 
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PQapLeVvOvTa, Ws av wyyet TLE € x EVTQA Vat pa Ad 


EPWTUKH. 


17. “Ev r&v Baokdvev Cowv pero Kal éyivos 


“A / ~ 
0 xXEpaaios <ivat remiorevtar. dtav yotv dXioKn- 
Tal, Tapayphua eveovpnoe? 7H Sépuart,’ Kat 
> nm > s. tae 4 8 A > \ > ‘ 
axpetov amépnver adrd: doce? dé és modda 
emiTnoetov. Kat 4 AdyE 5é amoKpUmTeL TO Odpor- 
¢ fad “ 
oTay yap tayi, Aifos yivetat, Kal yAvdais émury- 
: a ; : 
detds Earl, Kal Tols yuvatKeiols KdopoLS CUBpdyeE- 
Tat, pacity? 


18. Acovrogovov gdaywv 6 A€wv amordbyynKe. 


4 \ 4 / > > / ? ?, 

Ta d€ evroua POcipera, ci eAaiw tis eyypioeter 
aird. yuT@v ye pv To pupov bAcOpds ore. 
ed A > “a. 3 > ? ~ ef 
Kavlapov de arodeis, «i émPdAow Tov pddwy 

avr. | 


19. Kdves “Ivdcxol, Onpia Kat otSe eciot Kal 
aAkny dAkywa Kat dvynv Ovpoedéorara Kat Tov 
mavrayolev Kuvav peytoro.. Kal TOv prev ddAdAwv 
Cawv drepdpovotor, A€ovts 5é dudce ywpet Kiwv 
“Ivducds, Kal éyKeiuevov drropever, kal Bpvywyevy 
avOvAakrel, Kat avTiaKvet SaKVvoVTA* Kat aoAAG 
adrov AuTHoas Kal Karatpdoas, TeAevTOYV Hrraras 
6 Kvwv. «in 8 adv Kal Adwr ArrTHOeis bd KUVs 
‘Ivdob, Kat pevrot kai Saxwv 6 Kiwrv éyerat Kat 
pda éyKpards. Kav mpooeAdwv payaipa To 
axédos amoKémrTyns Tob Kuvds, 6 Sé ovK dye. 
ayoAnv aAyjoas avetvat TO SHyya, GAAG arexdm7 

1 Retske: cuvdpaporra. 2 evoupyce. 
8 daly dia ris yAudijs. aa 
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more numerous, seeming to be drawn by some spell 
that is in truth love. 


17. The Hedgehog too is believed to be one of the et 
animals that show spite. Thus, when it is caught it 
immediately makes water on its skin, so rendering it 
unfit for use, though it is thought to serve many 
purposes. The Lynx too hides its urine, for when it The Lynx 
hardens it turns to stone @ and is suitable for engrav- 
ing, and is one of the aids to female adornment, so 


they say. 


18. If a Lion eats a Lion’s-bane,? it dies. And in- oie 
sects are destroyed if one drops oil on them. And to certain 
perfumes are the death of Vultures. Beetles you will #™™*s 


extirpate if you scatter roses on them. 


19. The Hounds of India are. reckoned as wild fhe Tndian 
animals; they are exceedingly strong and. fierce- 
tempered, and are the largest dogs in the world. All 
other animals they despise; but an Indian Hound 
will engage with a lion and resist its onslaught, bark- 
ing against its roar and giving bite for bite. Only 
after much worrying and wounding of the lion is the 
Hound finally overcome; and even a lion might be 
overcome by an Indian Hound, for once it has bitten, 
the Hound holds fast with might and main. And 
even if you take a sword and cut off a Hounds leg, 
it has no thought, in spite of its pain, of relaxing its 

¢ ‘The stone known as Avyyovpiov was perhaps amber. The 
word was derived from Avyé and odpov. 

> In [Arist.] Mir. 845 a 28 it appears as a Syrian animal 
that was supposed to poison lions; to hunters who killed, 
cooked, and ate it it was equally fatal; cp. Plin. NG 8, 38. 
But L-S* regard it as an insect. 
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jev mporepov Td aKéAos, vexpos S€ avijKe TO oTdpa, 
“ 4 > ~ “ 
Kal Kebras Biacbets aroorivar TH Oavadtrw. a dé 
7 “A ‘ 
mpoanKovoa,! épa addAayolt. 


, 20. ‘AvOpasrrov povov Kat Kuvos Kopeobévrwv 
dvamarct n tpopy. Kat rod pev avOpdmov 
Kapoia. T@ pala t@ dai@ mpoorprytratr, tois ye 
pnv addAowts Choi ev péowm 7H oTHOer mpoorémra- 
Ora. yapabesvxov dé dpa ovdé & otre ive 
OUTE OUpel OUTE nV auVvayeAdleTat érépois. 


, > . 
21. Onpiov Ivducov. Biavov thy dAxiy,? péyefos 
; : 
Kata TOV déovTa Tov peyiotoyv, tiv S€ xpdav 
; ~ e / 

epulpov, ws KuvaBdpwov ® eivar Soxetv, Sacd dé 


€ f ~ a 3 ~ 
ws Kuves, wv TH “lvddv pwaptiydpas w@vduaoran. 


\ 4 \ é o~ 
70 mpoowrov dé KEeKTHTAaL ToLotToOV, ws SoKely od 


Gyptov TobT6 Ye» adda avipwmov éxyew.* dddvres 
de TploToLXoL euTrenyacw ot dvw att, tpl- 
OTOLXOL de ob KaTW, THY aKunv d&TaToL, TOV 
Kuvetwv exeivor peilous' ta Sé Ora eoixev av- 
Opusmrp Kat TavTa,° pweilw dé Kal Sacéa: Tovs dé 
opbaAuovs yAatkés €oTt, Kat eoikaow avOpwrivots 
Kal odTot. modas dé pou vdet Kal 6vuxyas olous eivas 
A€ovros. TH Oe ovbpa aKpg TMpoonpTynTat oKopriov 
KevTpov, Kal ein av Umrep mHXvv TobTO, Kal Trap’ 
EKaTEPA aVTH 7) Opa KEvTpoLs BuetAnTras TO S€ 
ovpatov To akpov es Odvarov éxévrnoe Tov meEpiTv- 


1 mpoojKovaa érépws. 

2 ony axony Kat dAxjiy L. 

3 xuvdBapw. . 

4 Onptov . . . aOpatov pay. 

5 wey. 6 radra Ti ye cavray mAdow. 
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pite, but though its leg has been cut off, only when 


dead does it let go and lie still, forced by death to 


desist. 
What more I have learned I will recount else- 


where. 


90. Men and Dogs are the only creatures that Peculiarities 


f various 


belch after they have eaten their fill. A man’s heart creatures 


is attached to his left breast, but in other creatures 
it is fixed in the centre of the thorax. Among 
birds of prey there is not one that drinks or makes 
water, or even gathers in flocks with others of its 


kind. 


21. There is in India a wild beast, powerful, daring, 
as big as the largest lion, of a red colour like cinnabar, 
shaggy like a dog, and in the language of India it is 
called Martichoras.® Its face however is not that of 
a wild beast but of a man, and it has three rows of 
teeth set in its upper jaw and three in the lower; 
these are exceedingly sharp and larger than the 
fangs of a hound. Its ears also resemble a man’s, 
except that they are larger and shaggy; its eyes are 
blue-grey and they too are like a man’s, but its feet 
and claws, you must know, are those of a lion. To 
the end of its tail is attached the sting of a scorpion, 
and this might be over a cubit in length; and the tail 
has stings at intervals on either side. But the tip of 
the tail gives a fatal sting to anyone who encounters 


@ See 8. I. 
> The English form is mantichore. The word is derived from 


the Persian mardkhora = ‘ man-slayer’; perhaps a man-eating 
tiger. i 


The 
Mantichore 
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/ A 5 Ld Q lal 34 s ? 4 1 
xovTa, Kat dvedGerpe trapayphua. eav dé Tis abrov 


dwwKn, 6 S€ adinot Ta KevTpa. Ada ws Bédn, Kal 


” \ i ¢ , 1 3 ” ‘ 
éoTt TO Cov éExyPddAov. Kat és Tovumpoobev per 


Cf > ? x ? ? > X ? 7 2A ‘ 
oTay aroAun Ta KévTpa, avakAg THVv odpav: €dyv Oé. 


? > i 4 4 4 “~ 4 3 Ma > x 
és ToOUTIOW KaTa TOUS LaKas,& Sé amorddyv adbriy 
eLapTa. orov 8 av ro PAnbev tiyyn, aroKTElver: 
257 \ ? 3 val 4 ‘ ,° 2 / 
ehépavrTa dé ovK avatpel ovov. Ta dé axovTild- 
peva, KeVTpa Trodiata TO wHKds €oTL, Gyoivou Sé 76 
? ? \ a / / ¢ 

mayos. Aéyet dé apa Kryoias Kai dnow duodo- 
yetv adr@ rovs ‘Ivdovs, & tais yadpais ta&v 
3 4 + f ? ¢ 4 vw 

atroAvopevey exeivwv Kévtpwv drravadvecbat drXa, 
ws elvas Too KaKot Todde emuyovhv. didAndet 8é, 
¢ ¢ 3 A / tA > 7? 3 f 

ws 6 adrtos Aéyet, padtora avOpdrovs éobiwv, 


Kal avatpel ye * avOpumous moAdovs, Kal od Kal? 


eva €AdoyG, Sv0*® 8 ay eifoiro Kat Tpici, Kat 
Kpatel TOY TooovTwy jLdvos. KaTtaywvileras dé 
\ ~ / X / ? XY > a i 
Kat Tov Cawv Ta Aouad, A€ovrTa bé ovK av Kaldor 
moTé. OTe b€ KpeOv avOpwreiwy épmimAdmevov 
rode TO Cov sbrepHderar, Karnyope? Kal Td 
EY : a4 \ a ‘hy aa a5 2 
ovopa,, voet* yap TH Hvav pavi? avbpw- 
Topayov avTo elvat. €k dé Tod Epyouv Kal KéKAy- 
Tat. wépuKe S€ KaTa THY Edadov WkKioTos. Ta 
? be o~ ) a di if | 3 \ rf] ee) > / 
Bpédn Sé€ tavde Tov Cdwv “lvdot Onpdow axeév- 
Pata N wv ‘ rb 6 a“ 
Tpovs tas ovpas eyovra, Kal Am ye® dialADow 
adrds, wa advvaradot Ta Kévtpa avadiew. dwviyv 
@ 3 4 ote 

dé odAmuyyos ws OTe éyyuTdtw mpoleras. Ayer 
dé Kat éopakévar’? rode to Cov ev Iléepoais 

/ > ? “ \ fa “~ ~ 
Kryoias €€ “Ivodv Kcoustobey Spov 7H epody 

“a ¢ “~ A 
Baotret, et bd TH iKavos Texunpt@oa. brép TO 

Lladro.  ? 82. 8 Kat dvo. 

4 Reiske: voetrat. 5 durin Ivddv. 

6 ye ert. 7 éwpaxevat. 
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it, and death is immediate. If one pursues the beast 
it lets fly its stings, like arrows, sideways, and it can 
shoot a great distance; and when it discharges its 
stings straight ahead it bends its tail back; if how- 
ever it shoots in a backward direction, as the Sacae® 
do, then it stretches its tail to its full extent. Any 
creature that the missile hits it kills; the elephant 
alone it does not kill. These stings which it shoots 
are a foot long and the thickness of a bulrush. Now 
Ctesias asserts (and he says that the Indians confirm 
his words) that in the places where those stings have 
been let fly others spring up, so that this evil produces 
a crop. And according to the same writer the 
Mantichore for choice devours human beings ; indeed 
it will slaughter a great number; and it lies in wait 
not for a single man but would set upon two or even 
three men, and alone overcomes even that number. 
All other animals it defeats: the lion alone it can 
never bring down. That this creature takes special 
delight in gorging human flesh its very name testi- 
fies, for in the Greek language it means man-eater, 
and its name is derived from its activities. Like the 


‘stag it is extremely swift. 


Now the Indians hunt the young of these animals 
while they are still without stings in their tails, which 
they then crush with a stone to prevent them from 
growing stings. The sound of their voice is as near 
as possible that of a trumpet. 7 

Ctesias declares that he has actually seen this 
animal in Persia (it had been brought from India as 
a present to the Persian King)—if Ctesias is to be 


¢ Tranian nomads inhabiting the country SE of the Sea of 
Aral between the rivers Jaxartes and Oxus. They contri- 
buted a contingent to the Persian army. 
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bee Sled Kryoias. daxovoas ye pv ta duh ts 
tobde tod Caouv eit s D t TO 
day Ce a pevTos TH ovyypaded TH 
vidio mpooeyéera. 


; 
22. UKohdmevBpa Gadrarria StappyyvuTat, ds 
pacow, avOpdimov Swarricavros abrfs.} 


23. Kaprov dé iréas et ris OALBevra Soin metv 
Tots dAdyors, Auretrar éxeiva obdé ev, pGAdov Sé 
Kal tpéperar mov 8€ dvOpwaros tiv omopav thy 
TrauBo7r0Lev Te Kal €ykaprov dmddeoe. Kat por 
Soxel Opmpos Kat Ta THs pvoews daaroppyra 
avixvevoas elra mévTou ’ Kal itéat wAcoikaprot’ ev 
Tots éavTod pérpos eimeiy robro aivurrdopevos. 
Kasveiov de dvOpwros mov Kata Tv Tod aiparos 
magiy Te Kat Witw amoOvjoke, ts Sé Kwvelov 
euTimdrarat Kal vyraiver. 


24. Ot “Ivdot rédevov prev eAddavra ovdAdaPeiv 
padios aduvarotow,® és dé Ta Edn dowravres Td 
yeruavra 7H ToTayd elra pévrot AauPdvovow 
avray Ta Bpédn. aomdlerat yap 6 €Aédas Ta, 
ev8poce, xwpia Kat parard, Kal drei 76 BSwp 
Kal ev Totade Tots ec dtartaobar ebérer, Kai ie 
dy elzous éAevds eort. AaBdvres obv dada xal 
edrretOh TpEpovor KohaKeig. TE TH KaTa yaorépa 
Kat Jeparreia, Th Tept TO obpa Kal dwvy Owrev- 
TUCH (ourdor yap edépavres Kal yAdrrns avOpw- 
Tins THS emywpiov), Kal ovveAdvre eimely ws 
maidas avrous éextpédovor, Kal Kousdiy mpood- 


1 npoorricavtos aith H. 
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regarded as a sufficient authority on such matters. 
At any rate after hearing of the peculiarities of this 


- animal, one must pay heed to the historian of Cnidos. 


22. The Sea-scolopendra bursts, they say, when a The power 
of human 


man spits in its face. spittle 


93. If one crushes the fruit of a Willow-tree and The Willow 
ives it to animals to drink, they suffer no injury at 
all, rather they thrive on it. But if a man drinks it, 
his semen loses its procreative strength. And I fancy 
that Homer had explored the secrets of nature when 
he wrote in his verses [Od. 10. 510] ‘ and willows that 
lose their fruit,’ and that he was making a cryptic 
allusion to this. Andifaman drink Hemlock, he dies ‘ 
from the congealing and chilling of his blood, whereas” 
a hog can gorge itself with Hemlock and remain in 


good health.. 


The taming 
of Elephants 


94. The Indians have difficulty in capturing a full- 
grown Elephant. So they resort to the swamps by a 
river and then capture the young ones. For the 
Elephant delights in moist places where the ground is 


soft, and loves the water, and prefers to pass his time 


in these haunts: he is, so to say, a creature of the 
swamps. So having caught them while tender and 
docile, they look after them, pandering to their 
appetites, grooming their bodies, and using soothing 
words—for the Elephants understand the speech of 
the natives—and, in a word, they foster them like 
children and bestow care upon them, instructing 
ee 

2 gSwarodow, otre yap tocaira Spdoovow ovre Toaoibe 
TapegovTat. 
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them in various ways. And the baby Elephants 
learn to obey. 


5 ~ 4 / : / € .Y 
youow avrois Kal mawevpaTa moikida. ot dé 
/ 
meGovrat. 


threshing season when the oxen move ee a8 
coca es ee tear and the space is filled We dig corn 
sheaves, in order to prevent the oxen from eating 
ears, the men smear their nostrils with oa eee 
vice which they have hit upon and which oes a 
well. For this animal is so disgusted at a ae 
smearing that it would not touch ane ood, eV 
though it were assailed with the fiercest hunger. 


25. “Orav ddonrés H, Kal orpépwvrat mept Tov 
Sivov of Bdes, Kat memAnpwpevn TOV Spayyatwv 1 
.dAws 4, trép tod Tods Bots pn amoyevoacBat 
Tav oraxtewv BodiTw Tas pivas enixpiovew adTdv, 
addiopa éemwojoavres Totro Kal pdAa ye emiTi- 
Secov. rodro yap 7Oo C@ov pvoartduevov TH 
mpoeipnuernv yptow ovK dv Tivos amoyevoatro, 
ove’ ef T@ Baputatw Ayww@ améCotro. : 





96. This is the way in which the Indians hunt Hares farony in 





26. Tods Aayws Kat Tas ddadrexas Onpadow ot - and Foxes: they have no need of ae a 
*IvSol tov tpdaov Totrov. Kuvdv €s THY aypav chase, but they catch the he i h chem how-to 
od Séovrat, GAAG veotrTovs ovAAaBdvTes aeTOv Kat | and Kites also, rear ee e becca bias ae 1 
Kopakwv Kal ixtivwy mpooér. Tpépovor Kat hunt. This is nents . ee sachin piece oF L 
ee : a 2 Op dei: a 7 panic, ae 4 a oe tie yun; and having sent the 
mpaw Aay@ Kat ddarexe TYac@ Kpéas mpocap- meat, at 3 


birds in pursuit, they allow them to pick off the meat. 


~ \ lan “ \ 4 ¥ b A H : “ tch 
sia mae ue ay, a en a Mus “ae | The birds give chase at full speed, and if they ca : 
KaTa qméoas emuréuavres TO Kpéas adeAdobar the Hare or the Fox, they have the meat as a rewar 
avyywpodow. of S€ dvd Kpdros SudKovot, Kat for the capture: it is for them a highly attractive 
édovres 7) TOV 7) THY exovow rep TOD KaTaAdaPelvy — bait. When therefore they have perfected the birds 


GOdov TO Kpéas. Kal TobTo pev. adrois Sédedp skill at hunting, the Indians let them loose after 


cenogerpcgsprindinay gORst ser ads boosh sete ioe 
SSS LLE EOL TE AED EE DOE 


RCM APE BESET OA 


petra ae aca 


seanotnpenanrnta cee t nechezpersioecionionttnns nternees iteaP cece 
,  ueecanentscea ondnt¢sieen seth lop UCSC StL EI LEL GEREN AL EEG eT hniaa 


,) \ , > , > mA 3 , 2 : é 17 in 
got Kat pada éedodkdv. odKody Grav axpiBacwor mountain Hares and wild Foxes. And the birds, 
; fav thy O Ay, emt TOvS Gpeious Aaya. | of their accustomed feed, whenever one 
TH codpiay Tiv Onparuchy, emt ToUs Opeiovs Aayws | expectation of their a Ae cee i degen 
a a) 4 ;, ee eR: A) > 7 XS 3 ? : ° 
peOidow adrods Kal émt Tas aAd@meKas Tas aypias. of these animals appears, ly 4 ’ Gene 
i Se éAmwidse rod det 4) 4 5 cy ; d bring it back to their masters, as Vte 
of Sé Amide rod Seimvov tot ovvifovs, oTav Tt | trice, and bring 


-ce we learn also 
tells us. And from the same source W 
| that in place of the meat w ch has hitherto been: 
| ‘Is of the animals they have caught 


fond ‘4 ¢ “~ 
rovTwy davy, peraléovor, Kal aipodow wxKtora, 
A a 3 . 
Kat Tots Seamdrals amodépovow, ws Aéyet Kryoias. 


Kat Ort dbiaép Too Téws Mpoonprywevov KpewS | attached, the entra 

2 a ‘ Xr , ~ ¢€ / BS A aa | } provide ameal. 

adrois Ta ondAdyyva TOV Ypnevwy detmvov | De Ee ates oa aes 
f 


> " ~~ 7 nn 
€orw, exeilev Kat rodro topev. 1 Seinvov. 
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4 ~ 3 / A ~ \ ? A 
27. Tov ypimra axotw 76 E@ov 7d *IvSucdv 
, \ , 
Tetpamouv elvat Kata tovs A€ovras, Kal exew 
o f \ 
ovuxas KapTepods ws Ott pddAora, Kal TovTOUS 


97. I have heard that the Indian animal the ane ee 


yp 
i ion ; j d the gold 
Gryphon is a quadruped like a lion; that it has claws and the go 
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of enormous strength and that they resemble those 
of a lion. Men commonly report that it is winged 


and that the feathers along its back are black, and 


those on its front are red, while the actual wings are 
neither but are white. And Ctesias records that its 
neck is variegated with feathers of a dark blue ; that 
it has a beak like an eagle’s, and a head too, Just as 
artists portray it in pictures and sculpture. Its eyes, 
he says, are like fire. It builds its lair among 
the mountains, and although it is not possible to cap- 
ture the full-grown animal, they do take the young 
ones. And the people of Bactria, who are neigh- 
bours of the Indians, say that the Gryphons guard the 
gold in those parts; that they dig it up and build their 
nests with it, and that the Indians carry off any that 
falls from them. The Indians however deny that 
they guard the aforesaid gold, for the Gryphons have 
no need of it (and if that is what they say, then I at 
any rate think that they speak the truth), but that 
they themselves come to collect the gold, while the 
Gryphons fearing for their young ones fight with the 
invaders. They engage too with other beasts and 
overcome them without difficulty, but they will not 
face the lion or the elephant. Accordingly the 
natives, dreading the strength of these animals, do 
not set out in quest of the gold by day, but arrive by 
night, for at that season they are less likely to be 
detected. Now the region where the Gryphons live 
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‘and where the gold is mined is a dreary wilderness. 


And the seekers after the aforesaid substance arrive, 
a thousand or two strong, armed and bringing spades 
and sacks; and watching for a moonless night they 


begin to dig. Now if they contrive to elude the 
_Gryphons they reap a double advantage, for they not. 
only escape with their lives but they also take home » 


their freight, and when those who have acquired a 
special skill in the smelting of gold have refined it, 
they possess immense wealth to requite them for the 
dangers described above. If however they are 
caught in the act, they are lost. And they return 
home, I am told, after an interval of three or four 


years. 


98. The head of a Turtle, after it has been cut off, The Turtle 
and its eyes 


sees and closes its eyes if one brings one’s hand near; 
and it would still bite if you brought your hand too 
near. It has eyes that flash a long way off, for the 
pupils are the purest white and very conspicuous, and 
when removed are set in gold and necklaces.* For 
that reason they are greatly admired by women. 
These Turtles, I learn, are natives of what is com- 
monly called the ‘ Red Sea.’ 


99. The Cock, they say, at moonrise becomes pos- The Cock 
sessed and jumps about. Never would a sunrise pass cramine 


29. ‘QO dAexrpuwy ris oedivns aviaxovons | 
unnoticed by him, but at that hour he excels himself 
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favourite bird of Leto. The reason is, they say, that 
he was at her side when she was so happily brought to 
bed of twins. That is why to this very day a Cock 


is at hand when women are in travail, and is believed 


somehow to promote an easy delivery. 

If the Hen dies the Cock himself sits on the eggs 
and hatches his own eggs in silence, for then for some 
strange and inexplicable reason, I must say, he does 
not crow. I fancy that he is conscious that he is then 
doing the work of a female and not.ofa male. 

A Cock that has been defeated in battle and in a 
struggle with another will not crow, for his spirit is 
depressed and he hides himself in shame. On the 
other hand if he is victorious, he is proud and holds his 
head high and appears exultant. Here too is a most 
astonishing trait, I think. As he passes beneath a 
doorway, no matter how high, the Cock lowers his 
head—a most pretentious action, done apparently 
to protect his comb. 


30. Jackdaws are devoted to their own species ; The 
d Jackdaw 


and this it is that often causes their destruction. An 
it happens in this way. The man who intends to 


hunt Jackdaws adopts the following plan. In the how caught 


place where he knows that they feed and where he 
sees them gathering in flocks he arranges basins full 
of oil. Now the oil is transparent and the bird is in- 


quisitive, and it comes and perches on the rim of the 


vessel, bends down, and sees its own reflexion, and 

supposing it to be another Jackdaw, makes haste to 

go down to it. So it descends, flaps its wings, and 

aan 
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their Goats and their Sheep are larger than the. 
largest asses, and that each one gives birth to 

uadruplets; anyhow no Goat or Sheep in India 
would ever give birth to less than three at a time. 
The Sheep have tails reaching down to their feet, 
while the Goats have tails of such length as all but 
touch the ground. The shepherds cut off the tails 
of the ewes which are good for breeding so that the 
yams may mount them, and they press oil out of the 
fat contained in them. In the rams’ tails also they 
make an incision and extract the fat and sew them 
up again. And the cut joins up once more and all 


traces of it disappear. 


33. Alexander of Myndus declares that the The 
Chameleon annoys snakes and makes them go hungry ners 


inthisway. Taking inits teeth a piece of wood, broad 
and solid, it turns about and goes to face its enemy. 
But the Snake is unable to seize it as its Jaws cannot 
compass the width of the wood; and so the Snake 
goes without a meal as far as the Chameleon is con- 
cerned, for although it may bite the rest of its body 
it gains nothing, since the Chameleon has a solid hide 
and cares not at all for the fangs of the Snake. 


34, The neck of a Lion consists of a single bone ‘The Lion 


and not of a number of vertebrae. And if a man cuts 
through the bones of a Lion fire leaps forth. But 
they are devoid of marrow, nor are they hollow like 
tubes. There is no season of the year in which it 
ee 
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abstains from coupling, and the Lioness is pregnant 
for two months. Five times does she give birth, at 
the first birth to five cubs, at the second to four, after 
that to three, after that to two, and finally to one. 
The cubs when new-born are small and, like puppies, 
blind, and they begin to walk when they have com- 
jeted two months from birth. But the account which 
says that they scratch through the womb is a fable. 
To encounter a Lion when famished is dangerous, 
but when he has eaten his fill he is extremely gentle ; 
they even say that at that time heis playful. A Lion 
will never turn his back-and flee, but withdraws, 
looking you straight in the face, and by degrees. 
But when he begins to age he visits folds and huts 
and spots where shepherds lodge in caves ; which, is 
to be expected, because he no longer has the spirit 
for hunting on the mountains. He hasa horror of fire. 
Any Lion that inclines to roundness and a compact 
figure, and that has too shaggy a mane, appears to be 
lacking in spirit and daring ; whereas the beast that 
attains a good length and has a straight mane is re- 
arded as bolder and fiercer. Possessing a ravenous 
appetite he will, they say, devour and swallow whole 
limbs. So when he has taken his fill of them he will 
often not eat for the space of three days until his 
former meal has been gradually absorbed and 
‘digested. He drinks but little. 


35. A domesticated Ox will never forget the man 
who strikes and chastises him, but he remembers and 
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takes his revenge even after a long interval. For 
being under the yoke and in a certain degree con- 
fined, he is like a prisoner and keeps still; but when 
he is let out he has often kicked and broken some 
limb of his herdsman; often too he has put passion 
into his horns and has fallen upon a man and killed 
him. After that he is gentle to others and goes 
quietly to the fold, for he is not savage towards those 
against whom he has no ground for anger, 


36. Historians say that India is rich in drugs and The Purple 
nake O 


remarkably prolific of medicinal plants, of which some jnaia 


save life and rescue from danger men who have been 
brought to death’s door through the bites of noxious 
creatures (and there are many such in India); while 
other drugs are swift to kill and destroy ; and to this 
class might be assigned the drug which comes from 
the Purple Snake. Now this snake appears to be a 
span long; its colour is like the deepest purple, but 
its head they describe as white and not purple, and 
not just white, but whiter even than snow or milk. 
But this snake has no fangs and is found in the hottest 
regions of India, and though it is quite incapable of 
biting—for which reason you might pronounce it to 
be tame and gentle—yet if it vomits upon anyone (so 
I am told), be it man or animal, the entire limb 
inevitably putrefies. Therefore when caught men 
hang it up by the tail, and naturally it has its head 
hanging down, looking at the ground. And below 
the creature’s mouth they place a bronze vessel, into 
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which there ooze drops from its mouth; and the 
liquid sets and congeals, and if you saw it you would 
say that it was gum from an almond-tree. So when 
the snake is dead they remove the vessel and sub- 


: stitute another, also of bronze; and again from the 


dead body there flows a liquid serum which looks like 
water. ‘This they leave for three days, arid it too 
sets; but there will be a difference in colour between 
the two, for the latter is a deep black and the former 
the colour of amber. Now if you give a man a piece’ 
of this no bigger than a sesame seed, dropping it into 
his wine or his food, first he will be seized with con- 
vulsions of the utmost violence; next, his eyes squint. 
and his brain dissolves and drips through his nostrils, 
and he dies a most pitiable death. Andif he takes a 
smaller dose of the poison, there is no escape for him 
hereafter, for in time he dies. If however you 
administer some of the black matter which has flowed 
from the snake when dead, again a piece the size of a. 
sesame seed, the man’s body begins to suppurate, a 
wasting sickness overtakes him, and within a year he. 
is carried off by consumption. But there are many. 
whose lives have been prolonged for as much as two 
years, while little by little they died. 


37. Although the Ostrich lays a number of eggs it The Ostrich 


does not hatch all of them but sets aside the sterile 
ones and sits upon those that are fertile; and from 
Bre ne ee te a ee tee 
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ON ANIMALS, IV. 37-39 


these it hatches its young, giving them the other, 
rejected eggs to eat. And if one chases the Ostrich 
++ does not venture to fly but spreads its wings and 
runs. And if itis in danger of being captured it slings 
the stones that come in its way. backwards with its 


feet. 


38. Sparrows, conscious that their weakness is The Sparrow 


due to the small size of their bodies, build their nests 
upon those twigs of branches which are strong 
enough to support them, and so generally escape the 
machinations of bird-catchers who cannot climb the 
branch: it is too slender to bear them. 


39. Foxes pass ait pounds in their mischievousness The Fox 
>» and Wasps 


and trickery. When they observe a thriving Wasps 
nest they turn their back upon it and avoid the hole 
so as to protect themselves from being stung. But 
their tail, which is very bushy and long, they let 
down into the hole and shake up the Wasps. And 
these fasten on the thick hairs. But when they are 
entangled in them the Foxes beat their tail against a 
tree or fence or stone wall, and the Wasps are killed 
by the blows. Then the Foxes return to the same . 
spot, collect the remaining Wasps, and kill them as 
they did the first lot.. When they know that they 
will have peace and be free from stings they put down 
their heads and eat up the combs, with nothing to 
disturb them and no need to look out for stings. 


ey 
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ON ANIMALS, IV. 40-41 


40. A Dog’s skull has no suture. Running, they The Dog 


say, makes a Dog more lustful. In old age a Dog’s 
teeth are blunt and turn black. He is so keen- 
scented that he will never touch the roasted flesh of a 
dog, be it bewitched by the subtlest and craftiest of 
rich sauces. Now there are three diseases which fall 
to the lot of a Dog and no more, viz. dog-quinsy, 
rabies, and gout, while mankind has an infinite 
number. Everything that is bitten by a mad Dog 
dies. Ifa Dog once gets gout you will hardly see him 
recover his strength. The life of a Dog at its longest 
is fourteen years; so Argus, the dog of Odysseus, and 
the story about him [Od. 7. 291] look like a playful 
tale of Homer's. | | 


41. The following species of bird belongs to the The 
very smallest of those in India. They build their aaa 


41. Tévos dpvibav “Iviundv Bpayutdtwv Kat 
: | nests on high mountains and among. what are called beetle) 
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‘rugged’ rocks. These tiny birds are the size of a 
partridge’s egg, and you must know that they are 
orange-coloured. The Indians are accustomed to 
call the bird in their language dikairon,? but the 


’ Greeks, so I am informed, dikaton. If a man take of 


its droppings a quantity the size of a millet-seed dis- 
solved in his drink, he is dead by the evening. But 
his death is like a very pleasant and painless sleep, 
and such as poets are fond of describing as * limb- 
relaxing ’ and ‘ gentle.’ For death too may be free 
from pain, and for that reason most welcome to those 

a ‘The “ bird’ was the Dung-beetle, Scarabaeus sacer .. . 


the “dung” was probably . . . a resinous preparation of 
Indian hemp’ (Thompson, Gk.. birds, 8.v.). 
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who desire it. The Indians accordingly do their ut- 
most to obtain possession of it, for they regard it as 
in fact ‘ causing them to forget their troubles *[Hom. 
Od. 4. 221]. And so the Indian King includes this 
also among the costly presents which he sends to the 
Persian King, who receives it and values it above all 
the rest and stores it away, to counteract and to 
remedy ills past curing, should necessity arise. But 
there is not another soul in Persia save the King and 
the King’s mother who possesses it. So let us com- 
pare the Indian and Egyptian drug and see which 
of the two was to be preferred. On the one hand 
the Egyptian drug repelled and suppressed sorrow 
for a day, whereas the Indian drug caused a man to 
forget his troubles for ever. The former was the gift 
of a woman, the latter of a bird or else of Nature, 
which mysteriously releases men from a truly 
intolerable bondage through the aforesaid agency. 
And the Indians are fortunate in possessing it so that 
they can free themselves from this world’s prison 
whenever they wish. | 


49. The bird called ‘ Francolin’ (Aristophanes 
mentions it in his comedy of the Birds (249, etc.]}) pro- : 
claims and sings its own name as loudly as it can. 


And they say that Guinea-fowls, as they are called, The Guinea 


do the same and testify to their kinship with 
Meleager the son of Oeneus in the clearest tones. 
The legend goes that all the women who were related 
to the son of Oeneus dissolved into unassuageable 
tears and sorrow past bearing, and mourned for him 


4 In Hom. Od: 4. 219-32 Helen mixes a drug, thought to 
have been opium in some form, in the wine of Telemachus to 
make him forget his sorrow for his father. ~ 4 
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* Leros, off the coast of Caria, contained a shrine of Artemis 
Parthenos, and there according to the legend the women were 
transformed. 
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and found no cure for their sorrow. So the gods in 
pity allowed them to change their shape into these 
birds; and the semblance and seed of their ancient 
grief have sunk into them so that to this day they 


raise a strain to Meleager and even sing of how they ~ 


are his kin. 

So then all who reverence the gods would never lay 
hands on one of these birds for the sake of food.. And 
the reason of this is known to the inhabitants of the 
island of Leros® and can be learned from other 


sources. 


43. Here are more facts that I have learned touch- The Ant 


ing Ants. So indefatigable, so ready to work are 
they, without making excuses, without any base plea 
for release, without alleging reasons that are a cloak 
for indolence, that not even at night when the moon 
is full do they idle and take holiday, but stick to their 
occupation. | ! 
Look at you men—devising endless pretexts and 
excuses for idling! What need is there to detail and 
our out the full number of these occasions? Pro- 
claimed as holidays are the Dionysia,’ the Lenaea, the 
Festival of Pots, Causeway Day: go to Sparta, and 
there are others: others again at Thebes: and an 
endless number in every city, some in a foreign, 
others in a Greek city. 


6 Greater or City Dionysia held about March 28—April 2; 
Lesser or Country Dionysia, about December 19-22; Lenaea, 
at the end of January; Xvzpot, feast in honour of the departed, 
about March 4; all these at Athens. Tedupiopds: those who 
took part in the Eleusinia, in March, indulged in abusive 
repartee as they passed along the Sacred Way between Athens 
and Eleusis. 


263 





A RRA Rr rR FePLAUTIN TA rans ArS-WAPRRrTwUrruRsraLarmauanrywirmdnla Aa nlc ANH HLSCAINALMMA 


festivals 


AELIAN ON ANIMALS, IV. 44-45 





44. In Egypt the Cats, the Ichneumons, the Croco- ane ae 
diles, and moreover the Hawks afford evidence that kind actions 
animal nature is not altogether intractable, but that 


when well-treated they are good at remembering 
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kindness. They are caught by pandering to their 
appetites, and when this has rendered them tame 
they remain thereafter perfectly gentle: they would 
never set upon their benefactors once they have been 
freed from their congenital and natural temper. 
Man however, a creature endowed with reason, 
credited with understanding, gifted with a sense of 
honour, supposed capable of blushing, can become 
the bitter enemy of a friend and for some trifling and 
casual reason blurt out confidences to betray the very 
man who trusted him. oe 


45. Eudemus has a story to fill one with amaze- erie 


ment, and this is the story he tells. A young hunter 4 Bear, and 
who was able to spend his life among the wildest of # D8 


TEMLOTEUKOTOS. 
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vois,* eiye ovvtpddous Te Kat ovocitous éavrois 
yeyernpeévous Kiva Kal dpKtov Kat A€ovra. Kai 
Tatra pev xpdovov mpos aAAnAa cipiny é&yew Kal 
pida voeiv adptor déyer 6 EvSnuos: puds 8¢ rvyeiv 
nuépas Tov Kvva mpoorailovra tiv dpKrov Kat 
vTatKaddovTa Kal éepecyedotvra, thy 8 odkK 
etwhorws éxOnpiwOfvar Kat éumecety TO Kvvi, Kai 
Aapvgar trois ovués tod Setdaiov rv yaordpa Kal 


4 } 4 n~ ~ 
Siacrdcacba. adrév: dyavakrijoa, Sé 7H ovp- 


, e > sf 4 4 \ e A ~ 
Bavre 6 adrds dyot tov A€ovra Kai ofovel pucHoat 
4 4 a : 
TO aomovdov Tis dpKrov Kal ddidov, Kat Tov 
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animals, after they had been trained from the day 
when they were young cubs, had living with him and 
sharing each other’s food a Dog, a Bear, and a Lion.. 
And for a time, Eudemus says, they lived in peace 
and mutualamity. But it happened one day that the 
Dog was playing with the Bear, fawning upon it and 
teasing it, when the Bear became unwontedly savage, 
fell upon the Dog, and with its claws ripped the poor 
creature’s belly open and tore him to pieces. The 
Lion, says the writer, was indignant at what had 
occurred and seemed to detest the Bear’s implaca- 


— 








f 
1 od wdvrn. 2 SvopeTaxEtploros. 
2? 
 dyaba aypwrara Cao. 
4 Jac: memwdAcupévors. 
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opynv, Kat émbetvas TH dpkTw Thv Siknv, Kat Téa. 
24 a 2 7 oe > 
ara, Spdoat adriy, dep obv eipydaaro Tov KUva 
7 Sd A * 
exelvn. “Opnpos pev ody dnow 
¢ > \ : ‘4 “ 
ws ayafov kat matda KaradOinévoto Auréobae: 


éouxe 5€é 4) hvows Secxvdvat te Kal didov éavT@ ti- 
pwpov Katadiretv, @ dite “Ounpe, KépSos dori, 
oiov TL Kat mrept Zajvwvros Kal KAedvbous vootpev 
eb TL GKovopeEV. 


46. °Ev “Ivdots yiverar Onpia 76 péyeBos daov 
yevowro av of KdvOapor, Kal corw épulpd- Kw- 
vaBaper dé «<ixdcewas? dv, ef mp@rov Pedoao 
auTa. modas <de>® eyes Tatra pynKicrous, Kal 
mpocdipacba. parakd dort. dverar S¢ dpa emt 
T&v devdpuv t&v depdvTwv td HAeKTpov, Kal 
oureiras Tov t&v guTdv Kaprov Tavde. Onpdat 
dé adra ot “Iv8ol cai drobAiBovor, Kat e adbrdv 
Bamrovot tds te dowiidas Kat rods bm’ adrais 
xeT@vas Kat wav 6 Te av eOddAwow dAdo és ride 
THY ; xpoay extpépar Te Kal yp@oar. Kopuilerou 
de dpa 7 Toudde eobjs Kal To Tov Ilepodv Ba- 
owe. Kat Td ye edeides THs eaOATos SoKe? Tots 
Ilépoats Oavpaordv, dvrixpwouevn? 8 rats 4 
Ilepody emiywpious Kparel Kata Todd Kai éxmdjr- 


1-3 
€ixacals. 
3 


* <d€> add. H. 


+ 3 
Kal avrixpivopern, 4 sols. 
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pility and want of affection: it was smitten with 


rief for the Dog as for a companion, and being filled 
with righteous anger, punished the Bear by treating 
it exactly as the Bear had treated the Dog. Now 
Homer says [Od. 3. 196} 


‘So good a thing it is that when a man dies a son 
should be left.’ 


And Nature seems to show that there is an advantage, 
my dear Homer, in leaving a friend behind to 
avenge one. Something of the same kind, we be- 
lieve, occurred with Zeno and Cleanthes, if there is 
some truth in what we hear. 


46 (i). In India are born insects ® about the size of The Lae 


beetles, and they are red. On seeing them for the 
first time you might compare them to vermilion. 
They have very long legs and are soft to the touch. 
They flourish on those trees which produce amber, 
and feed upon the fruit of the same. And the 
Indians hunt them and crush them and with their 
bodies dye their crimson cloaks and their tunics 
beneath and everything else that they wish to con- 
vert and stain to that colour. Garments of this 
description are even brought to the Persian king, and 
their beauty excites the admiration of the Persians, 
and indeed when set against their native garments 
far surpasses them and amazes people, according to 


@ Cleanthes succeeded his master Zeno as head of the Stoic 
school at Athens, 263 B.c. 

> This is the Tachardia lacca of India and S Asia, an insect 
allied to the cochineal and kermes insects. It exudes a 
resinous secretion (on to the twigs of certain trees, esp. those of 
the species Ficus) which is lac. The crimson dye is the red 
fluid in the ovary of the female. 


267 








AELIAN 


TEL ws d ot K f ‘ 2 \ ‘ A 3 ; 
, 7” TnOlasS* €TEL Kal THY GooLevewy 


~ > 2 * ? 
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Gapot, Kat ot Kadodpevor xvuvoxédadot, ofs rd 
Ovoia, edwKev 7) TOO Gaparos dys Te Kal dais: 
Ta 8é dda dvOpdmwv Exovor, Kal Fudrecpevor 
Badilovor Sopds Onpiwv. Kai eiot Sikator, Kat 
avOpirwy AvT0tew oddéva, Kai Pbéyyovra pep 
ovde ev, wpvovTar Sé, THis ye unv “8dr davis 
Emaiovot. tpopy Sé€ atrois trav Cav ta dypwa: 
aipotot 5é€ adra pdorta, Kal ydp eiow dktoror, Kab 
amoxretvover kaTadaPdvres, Kal daTBow od mupi 
GAG mpds viv efAqv rhy rod Adlov és poloas 
dua€jvavtes. tpépovo. Sé€ Kal alyas Kat ols. 
Kal otrov pev movodvrar Ta aypta, mivovar Sé +6 
én Ta Opepparwv yadda dv tpépovor. prin 
d¢ adr&v €v trois dAdyous éromodpny, Kat eixdrus- 
évappov yap Kat evonuov Kal avOpwrivny dwvip 
odK €xovow. 


47. XAwpis dvoya dpvibos, Harep odv obk av 
adaydbev rroujoatto THY Kadiav } ék Tod eyoue- 
vou ovpputov’ éort dé pila 7d otudutov cipebfrval 
TE Kal opvEat xarery}. oTpwpviv Sé. daoBderat 
Tpixas Kat €pia. Kat 6 prev OHAvs dpvis odtw 
Kexhyras, 6 d€ appnv, xAwpiwva Kadotow addr, 
Kal €ore Tov Biov pnyavixds, pabety te wav 6 TH 


1 TOV Que 
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- Ctesias, because the colour is even stronger’ and 


more brilliant than the much-vaunted wares of 


 Sardes. 
(ii). And in the same part of India as the beetles, The Dog- 
eads 


are born the ‘ Dog-heads,’ as they are called—a name 
which they owe to their physical appearance and 
nature. For the rest they are of human shape and 
go about clothed in the skins of beasts; and 
they are upright and injure no man; and though 
they have no speech they howl; yet they under- 
stand the Indian language. Wild animals are their 
food, and they catch them with the utmost ease, for 
they are exceedingly swift of foot; and when they 
have caught them they kill and cook them, not over 
a fire but by exposing them to the sun’s heat after 
they have shredded them into pieces. They also 
keep goats and sheep, and while their food is the 
flesh of wild beasts, their drink is the milk of the 
animals they keep. I have mentioned them along 
with brute beasts, as.is logical, for their speech is 
inarticulate, unintelligible, and not that of man. 


47. Golden Oriole@ is the name of a bird which The 


declines to build its nest with anything but comfrey, iene ea 


asitiscalled. Comfrey is a root which is hard to find 
and hard to dig up. For bedding it lays down hairs 
and wool. Chloris is the name given to the hen, but 
the cock-bird they call chlorion, and it is clever at 
getting a livelihood; it is quick to learn anything 


2 Ael. has confused the habits of two different birds: it 
is the Greenfinch, the yAwpis of Arist. HA 615 b 32, that 
puilds its nest of comfrey, etc. But Ael. uses the word to 
signify the Golden Oriole, a migratory bird, which the Green- 
finch is not, 
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pos re eméretAev,* 0 S€ dvaywpel és Ta oiketa 
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48, ‘Yne Ovpod TeOnyLevov Tatpov Kat bBpi- 
Covro. €s Képas Kal ouv opin daxatacyéren 5 
Pepopevoy ovx 0 _Bouxdnos eréxet, o0 ddBos 
avacreNer, OU addAo towwbrov, dvOpwros Sé 
LoTnow avTov Kat trapadver Tis opts TO. Se€dy 
avrTov yovu duacdiy€as tawia. Kal evrvydv abr. 

d 


49. ‘H ma,pSadus mevre exes SaxtTUAous év Tots 
moot Tois mpoo8iors, ev d€ Tois Katémw rértapas. 
n be Odeo, evpworoTépa Tot appevos. édav Sé 
yevoytat ayvoodca tot Kadovpévou rrapdadudyyou 
(76a, dé €oTw), dmondrnua dvOpdmov obey 
Ayvetoaca ® dtacdleras. 


5 : ec A 7 / 7 | 
(50. Oi immo, Tas Karw Brehapisas od dacw 
avrous exyew. “AmeAdiv obv rov *Eddo.ov’ airlay 
- xew. —AmeAAfv obv tov péotov airiay 
eyovow exew, emet Twa inmov ypddwy od 
_\ “~ 
mapepvdage TO troy Too Cov. of S€ odk ’AmeA- 
¢ t 
Ajjy dace TavTyY THY aitiay Eévéyracba, drAd 
4 \ 
Mixwva,’ dyabov pev dvdpa ypdibar 7d COov 
TotTo, ofarevra 8 obv és ud > clone 
» Tparevra 0 ovv €s pdvov TO clpnuévor. 
* Schn: jpwai uss, H. 2 drdpywvrat. | 
TyviKabra. 4 ’Apxrouvpovu te émrodat. 


Kat axaTtacxéeTas. 8 Radermacher : dvyved 
: 1 : evoaca MSS, H. 
* Meursius: Nixwva. . 
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ON ANIMALS, IV. 47-50 


whatsoever, and will patiently endure the ordeal of 
learning when in captivity. Inthe winter season you 
will not see it abroad and free, but at the occurrence of 
the summer solstice, that is when it will appear. As 
soon as Arcturus has risen® the bird returns to its 
native haunts whence it came to us. 


48. When once a Bull has been provoked to anger How to 
and is threatening violence with his horns and rushing eee aall 
on with irresistible speed, the herdsman cannot con- 
trol him, fear cannot check him, nor anything else; 
only a man may bring him to a halt and stay his 
onrush if he tie a scarf round his own right knee and 


face the Bull. 


49. The Leopard has five toes on its fore-paws and The 
four on its hind-paws. But the female is stronger een 
than the male. If it unwittingly eats what is called 
‘leopard’s-choke ’® (this is a herb), it licks some 
human excrement and preserves its life. 


50. Horses, they say, have no lower eyelashes, so The Horse, 
that Apelles ¢ of Ephesus incurred blame for ignoring 
this peculiarity in his picture of a horse. But others 
assert that it was not Apelles who was charged with 
this fault but Micon, a man of great skill in depicting 
this animal, although on this one point he made a 


mistake. 


¢ The morning rising of Arcturus in the region of Rome is 


on September 20. 
> Aconite. | 
¢ Apelles, the most renowned of Grecian painters, con- 


temporary of Alexander the Great.—Micon, fl. middle of 5th 
cent. B.c. at Athens, famous as painter and sculptor. 
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T@ peta Soov TIXEWS TO péyeos Kal Huiceos 
Mpocert, Kal 7 bev KaTwW pépos Tod Képatos 
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pe ios ° Teal KoopHoavras Bpaxiova. wpatov 
aydAwaros. Kat pact voowy addktwy apalh Kal 
detpov yiveodau ss Tov amoyevodpevov €k Tobe TOD 
KépaTos: pate yap omacp@ Andbfvar dv adrov 
pare TH kahoupevy lep@ voow, pyre pny diadba- 
phvas Pappaxors. eav dé Tt Kal mpdrepov F 
FETUS KOOV, aveuety tobro, Kat yd vive 
ob adrov. memiorevrat dé Tovs dANovs Tods 
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ON ANIMALS, IV. 51-52 
51. They say that the Gadfly is like a fly of the The Gadfly 


largest size; it is robust and compact and has a 

strong sting attached to its body and emits a buzzing 

sound. The Horsefly on the other hand ‘is like fie ToeBoe 
dog-fly, as it is called, but though its buzz is louder 

than the Gadfly its sting is smaller.* 


52. I have learned that in India are born Ap beeen aor 
Asses as big as horses. All their body is white ex- 
cept for the head, which approaches purple, while 
their eyes give off a dark blue colour. They have a 
horn on their forehead as much as a cubit and a half its hom 
long; the lower part of the horn is white, the upper 
part is crimson, while the middle is jet-black. From 
these variegated horns, I am told, the Indians drink, 
but not all, only the most eminent Indians, and round 
them at intervals they lay rings of gold, as though 
they were decorating the beautiful arm of a 
statue with bracelets. And they say that a man 
who has drunk from this horn knows not, and 
is free from, incurable diseases: he will never be 
seized with convulsions nor with the sacred sick- 
ness,’ as it is called, nor be destroyed by poisons. 
Moreover if he has previously drunk some deadly 
stuff, he vomits it up and is restored to health. 

It is believed that Asses, both the tame and the 
wild kind, all the world over and all other beasts with 
uncloven hoofs are without knucklebones and without 
gall in the liver; whereas those horned Asses of 


@ Cp. 6. 37, and see Stud. wal. di fil. class. 12. 441. 
6 Epilepsy. 
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Tra.iover. Tooadrn dé dpa 7 loyds 7% TOvSé éorw 
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Ovaxomrerat Kal €av tuyn KararébAacrar* Kal 
axpetov €orty. 70n S€ Kat immwv mAeupais eure- 
oovres diuoyioay Kal Ta onAdyxva efeyeay 
evdev TOL Kal oppwoodew adrois mdnodlew et 
rit TO yap Tot Tiunua Tod yevécbar mAnoiov 
avaTos €oTW oiKTLOTOS atvrots, Kat damdéAAvvrat 
KOl QUTOL Kat ot tmmot. Sewot dé ctor Kal AaKkrl 

a Saree ¢ at Aaxrioan. 
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India, Ctesias says, have knucklebones and are not its knuckle- 


without gall. Their knucklebones are said to bee 
black, and if ground down are black inside as well. 
And these animals are far swifter than any ass or 
even than any horse or any deer. . They begin to run, 
it is true, at a gentle pace, but gradually gather 
strength until to pursue them is, in the language of 
poetry, to chase the unattainable. 

When the dam gives birth and leads her new-born 
colts about, the sires herd with, and look after, them. 
And these Asses frequent the most desolate plains in 


India. So when the Indians go to hunt them, the hunted by. 
the Indians 


Asses allow their colts, still tender and young, to 
asture in their rear, while they themselves fight on 
their behalf and join battle with the horsemen and 
strike them with their horns. Now the strength of 
these horns is such that nothing can withstand their 
blows, but everything gives way and snaps or, it may 
be, is shattered and rendered useless. They have in 
the past even struck at the ribs of a horse, ripped it 
open, and disembowelled it. For that reason the 
horsemen dread coming to close quarters with them, 
since the penalty for so doing is a most lamentable 
death, and both they and their horses are killed. 
They can kick fearfully too. Moreover their bite 
goes so deep that they tear away everything that 
they have grasped. A full-grown Ass one would 
never capture alive: they are shot with javelins and 
arrows, and when dead the Indians strip them 
of their horns, which, as I said, they decorate. 


a 


3 3 >? > 2 
éoriv. idvrwy| emorroy. 
4 xarébAacrat. 
ta ? 
5 xépara ovTw Td. 
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1 ¢7d> add. H. 
3 Schn: rv bé ye. 


2 <rfvde> add. H. 
4 <xai> add. H, 
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But thé flesh of Indian Asses is uneatable, the reason 
being that it is naturally exceedingly bitter. 


53. Eudemus declares that animals though devoid A calcu- 
. e atin 
of reason have a natural instinct for numbers, even Siaat 


though untaught, and adduces as evidence this ani- 
mal from Libya. Its name he does not mention, but 
what he says is this. Whatever it catches it divides 
into eleven portions; ten of these it eats, but the. 
eleventh it leaves (it is worth considering for whose 
benefit, from what cause, and with what intent) as a 
kind of first-fruits or tithe, so to say. Hence one’s 
amazement at this self-taught skill is justifiable: a 
brute beast understands 1], 2, and the following num- 
bers; then think of all the instruction, all the whip- 
pings a human being needs if he is to learn these 
things well and truly—or often, if he is not to learn 


them. 


54. The Egyptians assert (and scholars do not lend Asp in love 
an indifferent ear to what they say) that in a certain Qooscherd 


district of Egypt which they name after Heracles * 
the son of Zeus, a good-looking boy, as Egyptian 
boys go, who herded geese, was beloved and even 
admired by a female Asp. It would keep company 
with its favourite and warn him in a dream as he slept 
of the plots that another savage creature, its fellow 
you might say, was hatching against him: the male 
‘Asp was attempting his life, being as it were jealous 
of the boy on account of its wedded bride. And the 


@ Nomos Heracleotes in Middle Egypt, of which the capital 
was Heracleopolis. 
Ogee a Teak tS ce 
| 8 ris vdedns THs domides. 
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/ A 3 4 A “ 
vt Kat ay Ady KaTa TOV Oupatwr rodAjv, Kal 
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; eraxovovra. 2 Kalovrat. 
; ArrohAddapos Wellmann. 

T@ TAnyéerte. 
5 Reiske: ebOus. 
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boy would listen and obey and be on his guard. 
Now Homer [Il. 19. 404] allowed a horse to speak, 
and Nature, who according to Euripides * recks nought 
of laws’ [ fr. 920 N], did the same to an Asp. 


55. I have heard that Camels live for fifty years, The Camel 


but I have ascertained that those from Bactria live as ° 


much as twice that number. The males which are 
used in battle, the Bactrians castrate, thereby rid- 
ding them of their violent and intemperate dis- 

osition while preserving their strength. But in the 
case of the females they cauterize those parts which 


inflame them to lust. 


Bactria 


56. Eudemus asserts that a Seal] fell in love with Seal inlove 


a man whose habit was to dive for sponges, and that 
it would emerge from the sea and. consort with him 
where there was a rocky cavern. Now this man was 
the ugliest of his fellows, but in the eyes of the Seal 


with a Diver 


the handsomest. Perhaps there is nothing to wonder. . 


at, for even human beings have frequently loved the 
less beautiful of their kind, being quite unaffected by 
the best-looking and paying no attention to them. 


57. Aristotle says? that when a man has been 
bitten by a Water-snake he at once exhales a most 
foul odour, so much so that nobody can come near 
him. He says also that forgetfulness descends upon 
the bitten nian and a thick mist upon his eyes, and 
that madness ensues and a violent trembling, and 
that after three days he dies. 


¢ Not in any extant work. Wellmann (Hermes 26. 334) 
would substitute the name of Apollodorus for that of Aristotle, 
which he regards as a slip on the part of Ael. Cp. Nic. 2h. 425. 
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1 Aéyouro . . . ddoe] Adyouro 8 dy.r al K. SvadAdrrov 708 K. 
Opveov . . . yéver daciy adda xal riv dvdow. ~ 
_ 2 &76> add. H. 

8 otre . . . odre. 
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| 58. You must know that the Oenas (Rock-dove) is a The Rock- 


bird and not, as some maintain, a vine. And ve 
Aristotle says [HA 544 b 6] that it is larger than a 
ring-dove but smaller than a pigeon. In Sparta ie 
I hear, there are men called Oenadotherae (Rock- 


dove-catchers). 


The Circe may be said to differ from the falcon not The Circe 


only in sex but in its nature too. 


59. ‘ Blue-fowl ’* is its name; itis a bird; its ways The 
are apart from man; it hates to linger in cities or to 
lodge in a house; it even avoids lingering in fields or 
where there are cottages and huts belonging to man ; 
it likes desolate places and delights in uneng Seri 
and precipitous crags. It has no love even tor t : 
mainland or for pleasant islands, but for Scyros a 
any equally dreary, barren spot, generally destitute 
of human beings. : | | 


60. Chaffinches, it seems, are cleverer than man es ae 
predicting the future. For instance, they can te 
when winter is coming, and they take the most sae | 
ful precautions against an impending snowfall, ee 
for fear of being overtaken they flee to the wood- 
lands where the thick foliage affords them, as you 
might say, an asylum. 


@ Perh. the ‘ Syrian Nuthatch.’ 





Blue-fowl 
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7@ rhs “Hodis mss, H, rijs del. De Stefani. 
eis TULHY. 
3 Schn: dvopdleobar. 
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BOOK V 


1. They say that the country about Parium ° and The Ruff 


dts neighbour Cyzicus are inhabited by birds black in 


appearance; from their shape you would say that 
they were hawks. But they do not touch flesh, are 
temperate in their appetite, and for them seeds are a 
sufficient meal. And when late autumn sets in, a 
flock of these birds (they call them Memnons) ° resort 
to the land round Ilium, making straight for the tomb 
of Memnon.* And the people who still inhabit the 
Tyoad assert that there is a tomb there dedicated to 
Memnon the son of Eos (Dawn); and since the actual 
dead body was borne through the air by his mother 
from the midst of the carnage to Susa (celebrated for 
this reason as ‘ Memnonian’), where it was awarded | 
a becoming burial, the monument in the Troad is 
called after him to no purpose. And so year by year 
the birds named after the aforesaid hero arrive and 
separate themselves into hostile factions and fight 
violently until half their number are killed, when the 
victors depart and return whence they came. How 
this all comes to pass and for what reason, I have at 
the moment no leisure to speculate, nor yet to 
track down the mysteries of Nature. This however I 


@ Town at the western end of the S coast of the Propontis;_ 


Cyzicus is some 40 mi. further E. 
> Ruffs. 





~ 





5 <rovy add. H. ® <pevy add. H. 
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Tithonus year after year, whereas the Greeks. held | 
put one contest in honour of Pelias,* of Amarynceus, H 


‘abroad it dies. 
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The aforesaid birds engage in this 


and even of Patroclus, and of Achilles the adversary 


of Memnon. 

9. They say that the Owl is not found at all in Crete 
Crete, and moreover that if it is introduced from Con” 
So it seems that Euripides un- 
critically represented Polyeidus ’ as seeing this 
bird and thereby conjecturing that he would 
discover the dead son of Minos. And I myself 
have ascertained that the Cretan histories, beside 
the facts already told, relate in verse and prose 
how Crete received from Zeus a boon—seeing that 
the island had nursed him and effected that famous 
concealment of him—, namely that it should be 
free of all noxious creatures born to do harm, 
that it should neither produce them nor support 
them if introduced from abroad. And the island 
proves how potent this boon was, for it produces none 
of the aforesaid creatures. But if a man by way of 
trying and testing the extent of Zeus’s favour im- 
ports one of these alien creatures, it has but to touch 


4 King of Iolcus; his son Acastus paid him the honour of 
funeral games.—Amarynceus, acc. to a later legend, sent help 
to the Greeks against Troy; see Hom. Il. 23. 630.—For the 
funeral games of Patroclus see Hom. Jl. 23.—The death of 
Achilles is referred to but not described in Hom. Od. 24. 37. 

> Polyeidus (i.e. the much-knowing), son of Coeranus and. 
descendant of Melampus, famous as seer and wonder-worker, 
divined through the presence of an owl that the body of 
Glaucus, the son of Minos, lay dead in a cask of honey and 
restored him to life. See Nauck TGE*, p. 558. 
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the soil and it dies. Accordingly snake-hunters from and to 


the neighbouring Libya use devices of this kind. 
These charmers of venomous reptiles tame a great 


number and bring them for people to wonder at, and 


with them they import a load of soil from Libya 
sufficient for their need. This they do by way of 
recaution, to prevent the snakes from meeting their 
death. With this object, when they arrive at the 
aforesaid island they do not put down their snakes 
until they have laid a bed of the imported soil. This 
done, they collect crowds and fill the unintelligent 
majority with amazement. Now as long as each 
snake remains coiled up and settled in its place, or 
rises up without however crossing the limit of its 
own native dust, so long it lives. If however it 
strays on to the alien soil which is strange and hostile 
to it, it dies, and naturally so. For if the will of Zeus 
did not fail of effect in the case of Thetis, and would 
not fail in the case of any other person, far less, I 
think, will it prove ineffectual when his own nurse is 


concerned. 


Snakes 


aVvEtTAL AKUpOV. 
3. The river Indus is devoid of savage creatures ; 4 monstrous 
nake in 


. | 
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the only thing that is born in it is a worm, so they the mdus 


say, in appearance like those that are engendered in,. 


and feed upon, timber. But these creatures attain 
to a length of as much as seven cubits, though one 
might find specimens both larger and smaller. Their 
bulk is such that a ten-year-old boy could hardly en- 
circle it with his arms. A single tooth is attached to 
the upper jaw, another to the lower, and both are 
square and about eighteen inches long; and such is 

a 


1 @npia. 2 anydv MSS always. 
8 doxéceve most MSS, laydoe V, <av> dpxeoee Jae. 
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\ the strength of their teeth that they can crush with 
the greatest ease anything that they get between 
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them, be it stone, be it animal, tame or wild. During 
the daytime they live at the bottom of the river, 
wallowing in the mud and slime ; for that reason they 
are not to be seen. But at night they emerge on to 
the land, and whatever they encounter, whether 
horse or ox or ass, they crush and then drag down to 
their haunts and eat it in the river, devouring every 
member of the animal excepting its paunch. If 





however they are assailed by hunger during the day 


as well, and should a camel or an ox be drinking on 
the bank, they slide furtively up and seizing firmly 
upon its lips, haul it along with the utmost force and 
drag it by sheer strength into the water, where they 
feast upon it. Each one is covered with a hide two 
fingers thick. The following means have been de- 


vised for hunting and capturing them. Men let its capture 


down a stout, strong hook attached to an iron chain, 
and to this they fasten a rope of white flax weighing 
a talent, and they wrap wool round both chain and 
rope to prevent the worm biting through them. On 
the hook they fix a lamb or a kid, and then let them 
sink in the river. As many as thirty men hold on to 
the rope and each of them has a javelin ready to hurl 
and a sword at his side. Wooden clubs are placed 
handy, should they need to deal blows, and these are 
of cornel-wood and very hard. Then when the worm 
is secured on the hook and has swallowed the bait, 
the men haul, and having captured it and killed it, 
hang it up in the sun for thirty days. From the body 


oe le 


_ & aharéos: 


8 3 7 7 
KAT QUTWY. 

6 EX 
EAKOVCL. 


5 Jac: Kal TO ayKLoTpo. 
| 291 








AELIAN 


de > 3 ~ a x > > a! 

den i eames ty eee sae ee 
pinor rov 4 s d€Ka. TOBTO 

67) TO éAawov <T@>+* Baotre? rdv “Wwddv xopilovor 

onueta emParovres? eyew yap abrod éAXov 

ovde dcov pavida édetros. dypetov Sé eore ré 

Aowrov rob Ceov oKivos. eye 8 dpa rd Dias, 


> \ 3 / ev ba ; 
LoXvv ekewny. ovtiva av EvAwy owporv KaTamphoal 


rE \ 3 > \ 

Te Kal és le aropecat OeAjons, KoTvAny 

énuvea a ? \ , i Pal 
xeas Tobde efayers, pry mpdotepov dsmoydas 


f ‘ > \ ~ 
mupos omrepua: el d€ KaTampijoat dvOpwrov % 


or, av per emtxets, TO S€ Tapayphua evempiab 

ovr Tol pac. tov tdv "Ivddv Baowda Kal ris 
mronets atpety Tas és éyOpav mpoeAPovoas of, xa} 
pire Kpwods pyre yehwvas pyre tas dAAas ens. 
els avaevery, Emel KaTamyumpas Hpnkev? dyyeta 

~ @ : 

yap Kepayed ooov KoTvAnv ExacTov xwpoivra 
Ss ee Kal amoppdtas dvwhev és tas 
mUAasS GPEVOOVa. O 3 ry av>* Oupidwy, 
Ta pev dyyeia. leis IS is, abe 

aes TT: ub ameppayn, Kat 
TO €Aa.tov kaTrohobe, Kal TOV Gupav rip KarexvO 
Kat aoPeordv éort. Kat dada Sé Kdew Kal pe 
mous jaXouevous, Kat dmderov® €or tH loxdy 
Kouiveras Sé Kal ddavilerar oAAod gopurod 
Kataxyvlevros.® éyes 6 Kvidios Kryoias taira 


Ae ‘*H vA v4 ir 4 “~ ~ 
Pears Rear Owotov deAdine Chiov é€orw, 
xet de . a Kat avTH. Xpoay de odK Eort pédasva, 
Kvaves D l c 
ee e € Peibe TO Baburare, avamvet dé ob 
payxios, adda guonrfpt: todto yap Kat Kadod- 


Z <ri> add. H. 2 émPdddovres. 
3 re, 4 <réiv> add. H. 
292 | 








ON ANIMALS, V. 3-4 


there drips a thick oil into earthenware vessels; and the oil from 
each worm yields up to ten cotylae.. This oil they seal its body 


and bring to the Indian King; no one else is permitted 
to have somuch asadrop. The rest of the carcase is 
of no use. Now the oil has this power: should you 
wish to burn a pile of wood and to scatter the embers, 
pour on a cotyle and you will set it alight without pre- 
viously applying a spark. And if you want to burn a 
mati or an animal, pour some oil over him and at once 
heissetonfire. With this, they say, the Indian King 
even takes cities that have risen against him; he 
does not wait for battering-rams or penthouses or 
any other siege-engines, for he burns them down and 
captures them. He fills earthen vessels, each holding 
one cotyle, with oil, seals them, and slings them from 
above against the gates. When the vessels touch 
the embrasures they are dashed into fragments; 
the oil oozes down; fire pours over the doors, and 
nothing can quench it. And it burns weapons and 
fighting men, so tremendous is its force. It is how- 
ever allayed and put out if piles of rubbish are 


poured over it. | 
Such is the account given by Ctesias of Cnidus. 


4. The Porpoise is a creature like the dolphin, and 
it too has milk. Its colour is not black but resembles 
very deep blue. It breathes not through gills but 
through a blow-hole, for that is the name they give 


a] xordhn = about 4 pint. 
Te gr ee 
Triller : daAnotov. 


5 
8 wohl hopuT@ xataxvoevte. 
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to its air-passage. The Porpoise frequents Pontus 
and the sea round about, and rarely strays beyond its 
familiar haunts. ; 

5. When a Hen has defeated a cock-bird in battle The ons 
it gives itself airs from sheer delight and lets down gen 
wattles, not however to the same extent as cocks, 
although it does so and is filled with pride and struts 


more grandly. 


6. The Dolphin is believed to love its own kin, and  saptaned 
here is the evidence. Aenus is a city in Thrace. “™ 
Now it happened that a Dolphin was captured and. 
wounded, not indeed fatally, but the captive was still 
‘able to live. So when its blood flowed the dolphins 
which had not been caught saw this and came throng- 
ing into the harbour and leaping about and were 
plainly bent on some mischief. At this the people of 
‘Aenus took fright and let their captive go, and the 
dolphins, escorting as it might be some kinsman, 
departed. | 

But a human being will hardly attend or give a 
thought to a relative, be it man or woman, In mis- 


fortune. 


7. In Egypt, says Eudemus, a Monkey was being Monkey: 
ursued and Cats were the pursuers. So the Monkey 7 
fled as fast as he could and made straight for a tree. 
But the Cats also ran up very swiftly, for they cling to 
—_—— 
8 dyabdv: év er 5é iv, cds 7d eixds, Kal avrovs viyecbas Kat 
matdas avTav. 


J m hal f = 
9 us... KndecoTdv] ws Eéraipwy eva THY K. N yever TPOTH 
KOVTOV. ; 
10 ordviov. 11 guvéPopov. a 
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the bark and can also climb trees. But as he was 
oing to be caught, being one against many, he leapt 
from the trunk and with his paws seized the end of an 
overhanging branch high up and clung to it for a long 
while. And since the Cats could no longer get at 
him, they descended to go after other prey. So the 
Monkey was saved by his own considerable exertions, 
and it was to himself, as was proper, that he owed the 
reward for his rescue. 


yap tév drodyv, Kal ort Kat Todrois és Sév8pa 
emBara.t 6 8€ ws HAloKero els dv, Kal Tada 
bro moAAdv, éxanda tod mpéuvov, cat KrdSov 
Twos ennprnuévov® Kat peredpov ayBdverar 
axpov tais xepoi, Kal eykpatas eixeto otk én? 
odtyov: of b€ aidoupot, ds odk Fv edixra adrots 
ert, ém GAAnv Onpav Karédpamov. 6 Sé Kard 
mony thy orovdiy Sueodlero, éavTd ddheiAwy 
ws TO €ikos Cwdypta. 


PES EERE TESTOSTERONE PESTS TCU DT BEST TEENS ON OSE RETR 





8. Aristotle says? that the soil of Astypalaea ® is Places 
unfriendly to snakes; just as, according to the same acer 
writer, Rhenea is to martens. No crow can go up mals 
on to the Acropolis at Athens. Say that Elis is the 


mother of mules,® and you say what is false. 





8. “ApiororéAys ddeow eyOpdy elvar tiv *Aorv- 
mahoéwv yiv Adyer, Kabdmep Kal thy ‘Phvevay 
Tals yahais 0 abros Opodoyel ypiv. Kopdvn 8é 
es THY “AOnvaiwy axpdmoAw otk <éo7w)? ém- 
Bara.* jysdvev Sé “Hw pntépa od« épets, 7} 76 
AexOev peddds eorw. 


9. There is an agreement between the people of The Cicadas 
of Locris 


Rhegium and of Locris@ that they shall have access and 





9. ‘Pyyivois xat Aoxpois és tiv yiv rip 
adAnrAwv traptévat Kat yewpyety evorovddev eatw. 
od pny oporoyobar Tovros odSé és play voodar 
Kat THY adrHy ot Tértuyes of TOVSE Kal TaVDSE, 
évet tov ev Aoxpov év ‘Piylm ovynddtarov 
efets, Tov dé “Pyyivoy ev trois Aoxpots ddwvdrarov. 
Kal Tis 7 altia THs Toudrns avriddcews ® eydy 
pev ovk olda oddé dMos, ef ux) padrnv Opacdvorro: 
otde dé, & “Pnyivoe kat Aoxpot, udvn 4 duos. 


: \ ae ~ 
woTapos ‘yoov Tis te “Pyyivwy Kal ris Aoxpidos 


1 3 f 
emParov. 2 danprnevov 
3 /¥ ; 
: <éorw)> add. H. a? 4 émBarov. 
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ToravrTns dpowBndov eis Ti clwmny avriddocews. 
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to, and shall cultivate, one another’s lands. But the Bhegn 


Cicadas of the two territories do not agree to this and 
are not of one and the same mind, for you will find 
the Locrian Cicada is completely silent in Rhegium, 
and the Cicada from Rhegium is absolutely voiceless 
among the Locrians. What the cause of such an ex- 
change may be neither I nor anyone else, save an 
idle boaster, can say. Only to Nature, you men of 
Rhegium and of Locris, is it known. At any rate 
there is a river ¢ separating the territories of Rhegium 


 @ The passage is not in his extant works; fr.315 (Rose Arist. 
pseudepigraphus, p. 331). - 
> Astypalaea and Rhenea are islands of the Cyclades. 


¢ Op. Hdt. 4. 30. 
4 The two towns lay some 35 mi. apart in the ‘toe’ of Italy. 
e The Caecinus ace. to Paus. 6, 6. 4, the Halex acc. to Strabo 


6. 260 and others, 
297 


AELIAN 


>. , \ ot . 
di pers, oe eipyovTat ye ovde mAcOptala 
ov g 
oes aut oxfar, Kat duws ovdéerepor 2 
LameTOVTaL avToV. Kal € ia 8 
ese ov. Kat ev Kedaddnvig TOTOILOS 
TW, ooTep ody Ths Te ebyovias THY TETTLywD 
Kal THS ayovias aiTLOS. _ 


A lA ? ~ i 
10. Tov Baorrca adT@v at wéAitrat mpdov ovra, 
Kal TMEpov Kal Ouod Te Kal akevtpov oTav adras 
/ 
amohimn petaléovat te Kat Sudxovor duydda THs 
3 


> ~ av € 
apyns OvrTa. B = avo 4 | 
pxA pwnraroto. dé adrov dmoppyrus, 


\ ~ 

Kal ex Tis dopAs THs mept adrov aipotat, Kat és 
THY Baowretav erravayovow éeKxodoal Te Kat BovAd- 
pevat Kal Tod tpdmov aydpevat. Tletoiorparov 
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Hous ovTas Kol réxynv Bacitixny darodeiEacbat 
pa Suvapievous, nirep obv diravOpwria-te Kat TOV 
VTNKOWY EOTL mpooTacia. 
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LL, Meéhet 7® Baovrct TtOv pehitt@v Kexooph- 
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and Locris, and the banks are not so much as a hun- 
dred feet apart; for all that the Cicadas of neither 
side fly across it. And in Cephallenia there is a river 
which occasions both fertility and barrenness among 


Cicadas. 


10. Bees when forsaken by their King, who is at Bees ae 
P ° ° . their King 

once gentle and inoffensive and also stingless, give | 
chase and pursue after the deserter from the post of 

rule. They track him down in some mysterious way 

and detect him by means of the smell he diffuses and 

bring him back to his kingdom of their own free will, 
indeed eagerly, for they admire his disposition. But 

the Athenians drove out Pisistratus,* and the Syra- 
cusans Dionysius,’ and other states their rulers, since 

they were tyrants and broke the laws and could not 
exhibit the art of kingship which consists in loving 

one’s fellow-men and protecting one’s subjects. 


11. It is the concern of the King Bee that his hive The King 
should be regulated in the following manner. To ooo 
some bees he assigns the bringing of water, to others 
the fashioning of honeycombs within the hive, while 
a third lot must go abroad to gather food. But after 


a time they exchange duties in a precisely deter- . 


-mined rotation. As to the King himself, it is enough 


for him to take thought and to legislate for the mat- 
ters that I mentioned above after the manner of great 
rulers to whom philosophers like to ascribe simul- 


4 Tyrant of Athens 560 8.c., twice expelled but regained 
power and held it till his death, 527 B.c. 
> See below, ch. 15 n. 
Sere ee sary ee ee ea 
6 Gow: dmoxpiOetaa (so H) didofow otxoupelv ai mpeopvrarat 
MSS, fitodow. . . mpeofdrarat del. H. 
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ol Te yap Knphves Tots Tay peditTOv KvTTdpots 
evrixtovot, Th Te Aowmd. ev adAjdows pupdpeva 
eddevetoban T@ ophver 70 Aowrdv odK emiTpéres: 
Svapletpovrat dé redevtdoat epyyia dpyovros. 
Biov be xabapov CH pédirra, kab Cov ode av 
odvdevds mdcaitd more: Kal od Setrae Mvbaydpov 
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taneously the qualities of a citizen and of a king. 
For the rest he lives at ease and abstains from 
physical labour. If however it is expedient for the 
bees to change their dwelling, then the ruler departs, 
and if he happens to be still young, he leads the way 
and the rest follow; if however he is elderly, he is 
carried on his way and conveyed by other bees. 

At a signal bees retire to slumber. When it seems’ 
to-be time to go to sleep the King commands one bee 
to give the signal for going to rest. And the bee 
obeys and gives the word, whereupon the bees that 
have been buzzing till then retire to bed. Now so 
long as the King survives, the swarm flourishes and 
all disorder is suppressed. The drones gladly remain 
at rest in their cells, the older bees dwell in their 
quarters apart, the young in theirs, the King by 
himself, and the larvae in their own place. Their 
food and their excrement are in separate places. 
But when the King dies, disorder and anarchy fill the 
place; the drones produce offspring in the cells of the 
bees; the general confusion no longer permits the 
swarm to thrive, and finally the bees perish for want 
of a ruler. | | 

The Bee leads a blameless life and would never 
touch animal food. It has no need of Pythagoras for 
counsellor, but flowers afford it food enough. Itis in 
the highest degree temperate; at any rate it abhors 
luxury and delicate living; witness the fact that it 

ursues and drives away a man who has perfumed 
himself, as if he were some enemy who has perpe- 
trated actions past all remedy. It recognises too a 


4 eipyvn ev0nv-. 
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* The ‘ horseman ’ is an addition of Aelian’s. 
> Two explanations are given: (i) Cadmus slew a dragon 
set by Ares to guard a well, From its teeth sprang armed 
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man who comes from an unchaste.bed, and him also 


it pursues, as though he were its bitterest foe. And its courage 


Bees are well-endowed with courage and are un- 
daunted. For instance, there is not a single animal 


from which they flee; they are not mastered by 


cowardice but go to the attack. Towards those who 
do not trouble them or start to injure them or who 
do not approach the hive bent on mischief and with 
evil intent they show themselves peaceful and 
friendly ; but against those who would injure them 
the fires of a truceless war, as the phrase goes, are 
kindled; and anyone who comes to plunder their 


honey is reckoned among their enemies. And they 


sting even wasps severely. And Aristotle records its sting 


[HA 626 a 21] how Bees once finding a horseman 4 
near the hive attacked him violently and slew both 
him and his horse. And further, they fight with one 
another, and the stronger party defeats the weaker. 


But I learn that toads and frogs from pools, bee- its enemies 


eaters, and swallows defeat them, and frequently 
wasps do so too. Yet the victor achieves what you 
might call a Cadmean victory,” for he comes off badly 
from their blows and stings, since the Bees are armed 
with courage no less than with stings. But Bees are 
not without a share of the wisdom of foresight, and 
Aristotle vouches for my statement [HA 626 b 12] 
thus. Some Bees came to a hive that was not theirs 
but a different one and proceeded to plunder the 


men who would have fallen upon C. had he not prevailed upon 
them to kill one another. (ii) Eteocles the defender, and 
Polynices the assailant of Thebes, the city founded by Cadmus, 
slew each other in battle. The Thebans were victorious but 
were later driven out by the descendants of the. *‘ Septem 


contra Thebas.’ 
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honey which did not belong to them... But the Bees 
which were being despoiled of their labours never- 
theless remained quiet and waited patiently to 
see what would happen. Then, when the bee- 
had killed the greater number of the 
enemy, the Bees in the hive realised that they 
were in fact sufficient to sustain an equal combat 
and emerged to strike back, and the penalty which 
they exacted for the robbery left nothing to cavilat. —- 


The Bee, its 


12. Here is further evidence of the industry 0b 
Bees. In the coldest countries from the time when 7“ 
the Pleiads have set@ until the vernal equinox they 
continue at home and stay quiet in the hive, longing 
for the warmth and shunning the cold. But for the 
rest of the year they abhor indolence and repose and 
are good at hard labour. And you would never see a 
Bee idling unless it were during the season when their 
limbs are numb with cold. 


13. Bees practise geometry and produce their The Bee, 
graceful figures and beautiful conformations without ™” 


any theory or rules of 


eall a ‘ compass.’ 
and the swarm thrives they send out colonies just as its colonies 


the largest and most populous cities do. Now the 
Bee knows when there is rain that threatens to per- 0 wie 
sist, and when there will be a gale. But if surprised °° 


art, without what the learned 
And when their numbers increase 


as weather- 


@ About the beginning of November. 


a 
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by a wind, you will see every Bee carrying a pebble 


: petween the tips of its feet by way of ballast. What 


the divine Plato says [Phaedr. 230 c, 259 3] of cicadas 


‘and their love of song and music one might equally its love of 


say of the choir of Bees. For instance, when they °°”8 


frolic and roam abroad, then the bee-keepers make a 
clashing sound, melodious and rhythmical, and the. 
Bees are attracted as by a Siren and come back again 


to their own haunts. 


Gyarus and 


832 a 22] that there are Rats and that they actually poredon 
eat iron ore. And Amyntas says that the Rats of 
Teredon (this is in Babylonia) adopt the same food.’ 

(ii). I am told that on Latmus in Caria there are scorpions 


14 (i). In the island of Gyarus @ Aristotle says [Mir. Rats in 


Scorpions which inflict a fatal sting on. their fellow- oe 


countrymen; strangers however they sting lightly 
and just enough to produce an itching sensation. 
This in my opinion is a boon bestowed upon visitors 
by Zeus, Protector of the Stranger. | 


15. Wasps also are subject to a King, but not, as The 
men are, to a despot. Witness the fact that their ene ESP 
Kings also are stingless. And their subjects have a 
law that they shall construct their combs for them. 

But although the rulers are twice the size of a subject, 
yet they are gentle and of a nature incapable 
of doing an injury either willingly or unwillingly. 
Who then would not detest the Dionysii of 


2 One of the Cyclades, some 40 mi. SEE of Attica. 
© Op. 17. 17. | 
ee 
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Sicily,* Clearchus of Heraclea, Apollodorus the 
oppressor of Cassandrea, Nabis the scourge of Sparta, 
if they trusted in the sword, when the King Wasps 
trust to their lack of sting and to their gentle nature? 


La 4 > ¢ 

KA¢apxov Tov €v Hpaxreta Kat *AodAAddwpov 
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16. This is what Wasps that are armed with a sting The Wasp 


are saidto do. When they observe a dead viper they Sofon 
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* Dionysius the elder, c. 430-367 B.c., elec 
9 Ue C.; ted 
ruler of Syracuse, extended his power over Sicily ier 
Magna Graecia; represented as a tyrant of the worst kind.— 
Dionysius the younger succeeded his father, 367 B.c. Ejected 
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swoop upon it and draw poison into their sting. It is 
from this source, I fancy, that men have acquired 
that knowledge, and no good knowledge either. 
And Homer is witness to the fact when he says in 


the Odyssey [1. 261] | 
‘Seeking a deadly drug, that he might have 


wherewithal to smear his bronze-tipped arrows.’ 


Or again, to be sure (if one can trust the story), just 
as Heracles dipped his arrows in the venom of the 
Hydra, so do Wasps dip and sharpen their sting. 


17. Let not the Fly lack the honour of a mention The Fly 


im this record of mine, for it too is Nature’s handi- 


work. 
The Flies of Pisa at the season of the Olympic 


festival make peace, so to speak, both with visitors 


from Sicily, he made himself Tyrant of Locris—and deserved 
the title. Recovered Syracuse by treachery but was again 
expelled in 345 B.c., by Timoleon.—Clearchus by cham- 
pioning the cause of the people against the nobles of Heraclea 
obtained the tyranny. After a reign of 12 years marked by 
signal cruelty he was murdered, 353 8.c.—Apollodorus, tyrant 
of Cassandrea, 3rd cent. B.c., became a byword for cruelty ; 
conquered and executed by Antigonus Gonatas .—Nabis usurped 
the kingship of Sparta, which he exercised with the utmost 
savagery; defeated by Philopoemen and Flamininus in his 
efforts to regain lost territory; finally murdered, 192 B.C. 
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and with the local inhabitants. At any rate, despite 
the multitude of sacrifices, the quantity of blood shed 


and of flesh hung out, the Flies disappear of their avoids the 
ympic 


Alpheus. And they appear to differ not a whit from 
the women there, except that their behaviour shows 
them to be more self-restrained than the women. 
For while women are excluded by the rules of train- 
ing and of continence at that season, the Flies of their 
own free will abstain from the sacrifices and absent 
themselves while the ceremonies are in progress and 
during the recognised period of the Games. ‘ Then 


was the assembly ended’ [Hom. JI. 24. 1] and the 


Flies come home, just like exiles whom a decree has 
allowed to return, and once again they stream into 


Elis. 


own free will and cross to the opposite bank of the games 


18. The Great Sea Perch is a marine creature, and The Great 


if you were to catch and cut it up, you would not then 
and there see it dead, but it retains the power of 
movement, and for a considerable time. All through 
the winter it likes to remain at home in its caverns, 
and its favourite resorts are near the land. 


Sea Perch 


19. The Wolf does not dare to close with a Bull and Wolf and 
to meet it face to face; he is afraid of its horns and BZ! » 


avoids their points. So he makes a feint of attacking 
the Bull frontally; he does not however attack but 
gives the appearance of being about to try; and 
then when the Bull makes a rush at him, the Wolf 
slips aside and leaps on its back and clings with might 
and main, beast wrestling with beast. And the Wolf 
a 
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overpowers it and by native cunning makes good his 
lack of strength. 


| 20. The Hake has its heart in its belly, as ex~ The Hake 
perts in these matters agree and inform us. | _ 


91. The Peacock knows that it is the most beautiful The Peacock 


of birds; it knows too wherein its beauty resides; it 
prides itself on this and is haughty, and gathers con- 
fidence from the plumes which are its ornament and 
which inspire strangers with terror. In summertime 
they afford it a covering of its own, unsought, not 
adventitious. If, for instance, it wants to scare 
somebody it raises its tail-feathers and shakes them 
and emits a scream, and the bystanders are terrified, 
as though scared by the clang of a hoplite’s armour. 
And it raises its head and nods most pompously, as 
though it were shaking a triple plume at one. 
When however it needs to cool. itself it raises its 
feathers, inclines them in a forward direction and dis- 
plays a natural shade from its own body, and wards 
off the fierceness of the sun’s rays. But if there is a 
wind behind it, it gradually expands its feathers, and 
the breeze which streams through them, blowing 
gently and agreeably, enables the bird to cool itself. 
It knows when it has been praised, and as some 
handsome boy or lovely woman displays that feature 
which excels the rest, so does the Peacock raise its 
feathers in orderly succession; and it resembles a 
flowery meadow or a picture made beautiful by the 
many hues of the paint, and painters must be pre- 
pared to sweat in order to represent its special 
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characteristics. And it proves how ungrudgingly it . 
exhibits itself by permitting bystanders to take their 


- fill of gazing, as it turns itself about and industriously 


shows off the diversity of its plumage, displaying 
with the utmost pride an array surpassing the gar- 
ments of the Medes and the embroideries of the 
Persians. It is said to have been brought to Greece 
from foreignlands. And since for a long while it was 
a rarity, it used to be exhibited to men of taste for a 
fee, and at Athens the owners used on the first day 
of each month to admit men and women to study 
them, and they made a profit by the spectacle. 
They used to value the cock and the hen at ten 
thousand drachmas,* as Antiphon says in his speech 
against Erasistratus.? For their maintenance a 
double establishment and custodians and keepers are 
needed. Hortensius the Roman was judged to have 
been the first man to slaughter a Peacock for a ban- 
quet. But Alexander of Macedon was struck with 
amazement at the sight of these birds in India, and 
in his admiration of their beauty threatened the 
severest penalties for any man who slew one. 


29. When Mice fall into cooling-vessels, since they 
cannot get out by swimming, they fasten their teeth 
into one another’s tails, and then the first pulls the 
second and the second the third. In this way has 
Nature in her supreme wisdom taught them to 


combine and help one another. 


@ About £375. 
> The speech is lost, but see Athen. 9. 397 ©, D. 
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23. This is the way in which Crocodiles lie in wait The _ 
for those who draw water from the Nile: they cover "°° 
themselves with driftwood and, spying through it, 
swim up beneath it. And the people come bringing 
earthen vessels or pitchers or Jugs. Then, as men 
draw water, the creatures emerge from the drift- 
wood, leap against the bank, and seizing them with 
overpowering force make a meal of them. So much 
for the innate wickedness and villainy of Crocodiles. 


94, The Hare dreads Hounds, and so too does the The Busters 
Fox. And Hounds, I fancy, with their barking wilh eee 
rouse a boar from the brake, and will bring a lion to 
bay, and pursue a stag. Yet there is not a single 
bird that cares anything for a Hound, but there is 
peace between them. The Bustard alone is afraid 
of Hounds, the reason being that these birds are 
heavy and carry a burden of flesh about with them. 
Their wings do not easily lift them and carry them 
through the air, so they fly low along the ground, 
weighed down by their bulk. Hence they are fre- 
quently captured by Hounds. And since they, are 
aware of this, whenever they hear the bark of 
Hounds, they run away into thickets and swamps, 
using these as a protection and. escaping instant 


danger without difficulty. 


25. The human child is slow to recognise its The Lamb 
parents: it is taught and, one might say, compelled 7 
to look at its father, to greet its mother, and to smile 
upon its relatives. Whereas Lambs from the day of 
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their birth gambol about their dams and know what 
is strange and what is akin to them. They have no 
need to learn anything from their shepherds. 


26. The Monkey is a most imitative creature, and The Monkey 


any bodily action that you teach it it acquires exactly, 
so as to be able to display its accomplishment. For 
instance, it will dance, once it has learnt, and if you 
teach it, will play the pipe. And I myself have even 
seen it holding the reins, laying on the whip, and 
driving a chariot. And once it has learnt whatever 
it may be, it would never disappoint its teacher. So 
versatile and so adaptable a thing is Nature. 


27. Here are further examples of the peculiar and Peculiarities 


diverse natures of animals. Theopompus reports 
that in the country of the Bisaltae* the Hares have 
a double liver. According to Ister the Guinea-fowls 
of Leros are never injured by any bird of prey. 
Aristotle says® that among the Neuri*® the Oxen 
have their horns on their shoulders, and Agatharcides 
says that in Ethiopia the Swine have horns. Sostra- 
tus asserts that all Blackbirds on Cyllene @ are white. 
Alexander of Myndus says that in Pontus the Flocks 
grow fat upon the bitterest wormwood. He states 
also that Goats born on Mimas® do not drink for 
six months; all they do is to look towards the sea 
with their mouths open and to drink in the breezes 
from that quarter. I learn that the Goats of Illyria 


¢ Macedonian tribe living on W coast of the gulf of the 
Strymon. 

» Not in any surviving work; fr. 313 (Rose p. 331). 

¢ Tribe living between the rivers Boug and Dnieper. 

@ Mountain in N Arcadia. 

® Mountain on coast of Ionia, W of Smyrna. 
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dvidvras: éx Tob morapod eira pevro. ev TH énp® 
Tas vouas mroveto fou ToAdaKts. 


28. “Idvov 32 dpa <o>* roppuplev m™pos TO 
Cydorumararos elvat Kat exetvo  Ojmou KEKTYTAL, 
pidoicerov avdrov elvat paow Kab THY ouvTpodiay 
TOV CVYVOPLWY Gyamay. €v olxig, yoov Tpepeaba 


Troppuptava Kal dAeKTpvova TKovee., Kat otretobar 


pev TA avTa, Badilew dé Tas ioas Badioets Kal 
KoW} xovleoOar. odeody ex TOUTWY pidtay Twa 
Bavpacrhy adrots eyyevéotan. Kat MOTE €OpTis 
éemtoTaons oO deamoTys dyupoty. TOV dAcrTpudva 
KaTabvoas etorid ln ov tots olKetous” 6 Oe 
moppupiwv TOV ovvvooV ovk €xwyv Kal THY épy- 
pilav pr dépwr éavrov arpodia ca 


29. *Ey Alvi THis "Ayxaias cpatov: mraud6s, 
"OAeviov 76 yevos, ovo. “Apdrdoxor, npa xy. 
Meddpactos A€yet TobTO. ovv tots ‘Odevicov dé 
puyaow eppoupetro €v Aiyio 6 mats. obdKody 6 
xv avdT@ ddpoa. Epepe. Kat év Xie DAadins THS 
KBapydoo apasordrns ovons et ev Tpev dvipw- 
ToL, peya ovoemTu* jpaoOnoay dé Kal Kplos Kal 
xiv, WSs aKovw, THS avris. 


1 ¢§> add. H. 


3 ew . \ 3? “a 
O OpVLsS Kat E€xelvo. 





¢ Aegium, one of the principal cities of Achaia, stood on the 
coast near the W end of the Corinthian gulf. It was the 
regular meeting-place of the Achaean League. 
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have a solid, not a cloven hoof. And Theophrastus 
[fre Tth. 2) has the most amazing statement that in 
Babylonia the fish frequently come out of ne river 


and pasture on dry land. 


28. Now the Purple Coot, in addition to being The Purple 


extremely jealous, has, I believe, this peculiarity : © 

they say that it is devoted to its own kin and loves 
the company of its mates. At any rate I have heard 
that a Purple Coot and a Cock were reared in the 
same house, that they fed together, that they walked 
step for step, and that they dusted in the same spot. 

From these causes there sprang up a remarkable > 
friendship between them. And one day on the 
occasion of a festival their master sacrificed the Cock 
and made a feast with his household. But the Purple 


_ Coot, deprived of its companion and unable to endure 


the loneliness, starved itself to death. 


29. In Aegium,* a city of Achaia, a good-looking Geese in 


boy, an Olenian ® by birth, of the name of Amphilo- 


chus, was loved by a Goose. Theophrastus relates beings 


this [ fr. 109]. The boy was kept under guard with 
exiles from Olenus in Aegium, and so the Goose used 
to bring him presents. In Chios Glauce, the harp- 
player, being a woman of extraordinary beauty, was. 
adored by men, not that there is anything wonderful 
in that, but I am told that a Ram and a Goose also. 
fell in love with her. 


’ Olenus was 2 small town on the NW coast of Achaia, near 
the mouth of the Pirus. The reference to ‘exiles from O.’ 
is obscure; it may signify an effort on the part of the Achaean 
League to ensure peace among the 12 cities of Achaia. As 


the League was broken up by Alexander, the event must have 


occurred earlier. 
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When Geese cross the Taurus range they go in fear Geese and 
of the eagles; so each of them bites on a pebble oe 
to prevent it from uttering its cry, Just as though 
they had gagged themselves, and so they cross in 
silence and by these means generally slip past the 
eagles. The Goose. being of a very hot and fiery habits and 
nature is fond of bathing and delights in swimming, are 
and prefers very moist fare, grass, lettuce, and all 
other things that generate coolness in its body. But 


Of 8 yfves SiapeiBovres tov ‘Tabpov 70 Gpos de- 
Soicact Tods GETOUS, Kal ExaoTds ye avTay Aifov 
evSaxdvres, va ph KAdlwow, aomep obv euBardv- 
res adios oTdoptor, SuamrerovTat OlwaT@vTes, Kat 
rovs Gerods Ta TOAAG TAUTH dStaAavbavover. 
Oepudraros Sé dpa wy Kat SuaTUpwTaTos THY 
diaw 6 xnv pidddoutpds €ore Kat viteot xaiper 
Kal tpopais padioTa Tats UypoTarats Kal qoats 
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cer dappdKov, of ev ExovTes TObTO OTTAGGVTES, ot 
Sé émiBovAcvbertes. 


30. ‘O Se ynvaddané, wémAekrai ot 70 dvopa 4 
de tev <éxarépov>® rob Cov Blwv te Kab 
ovpdvdv. exer pev yap To cidos TO TOO yxNnVOs, 
mavoupylav © 8é Sixatdrara avriKpivorro av TH 
dddmexs. Kat Gore pev ynvos Bpaxdrepos, avopero- 
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kat Gerov Kat aiAoupov Kat 7a Aourd, doa avTod 
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1 <rod> add. H. 2 Pauw: bn cogias. 

3 Ges: urvov. 4 dvopa Kal ELKOTWS. 
f 

5 <éxarépou» add. H. 6 sravoupyia. 
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even if it is exhausted with hunger it will not eat a 
bay-leaf or touch a rose-laurel either willingly or 
against its will,.for it knows that if it eats either of 
them it will die. | 
Yet men through their unbridled appetites are the Human 
victims of plots against their food and drink. At any Meee 
rate countless numbers have swallowed some bane dink 
while drinking, like Alexander,? or in food, like 
Claudius the Roman,? and Britannicus, his son.° 
And having fallen asleep from a dose of poison, they 
never rose again, some having drunk it deliberately, 


others because they were the victims of a plot. 


30. The Egyptian Goose owes its composite name The 
(goose-fox) to the innate peculiarities of the two qos 
creatures. It has the appearance of a goose, but 
for its mischievousness it might most justly be com- 
pared to the fox. It is smaller than a goose but more 
courageous, and is a fierce fighter. For instance, it 
defends itself against an eagle, a cat, and all other . 
animals that come against it. ; . 

@ Alexander died (323 B.c.) of a fever aggravated by 
excessive drinking. 

> Roman Emperor, 4.D. 41-54, poisoned by his. wife 
Agrippina. | 

¢ Poisoned by order of Nero, a.v. 55. 
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ev TH xXépow SuarpuBijs. Kat ex TOUTWY és TO 
DOWP mod, Kat €€ Wdivwv ori VIKTURT, Kal 
pallet od deiTan, add. Karadverar Kat avaoverat 
Tavu copas Kab Os 40N xXpovov Tmemaudevpery 
TOUTO. deTos b€, 6 ov kahobor VTTOPOvoY, ETLTNOG 
TH VNXOMEVY Ws apmracdpevos: 7 dé KaTadica 
EQUTHY npavicer, etra, Srrovysapern ddAays8e 
exKUrrrel. 6 dé Kaul exel madpeott, Kal adbus 
KaTéov ekein, Kal méAw Tatta Kal mdadw. Kat 
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1 pevrot. 2 yeorriov. 
3 Fal ? >¢ 4 P “ , 
THS ev dept. auw: Karadus. 
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dl. The following features are peculiar to the Anatomy of 


Snake. The heart has its allotted place close to the ™° °™™**° 


throat, the gall in the intestines; its testicles are 
close to the tail; the eggs which it produces are long 
and soft; its poison is contained in the fangs. 


32. The Peacock (I have described the bird the Peacock 


above) * has these further innate peculiarities which 
are worth knowing. When three years old it begins 


‘to be pregnant and lays its eggs, and then starts to 


assume that many-coloured and beautiful plumage. 
But it does not brood upon its eggs immediately, 
but passes over two days. And the Peacock, like 
other birds, may from time to time lay a Wi Eee 


33. When the Duck lays its eggs it lays them on The Duck 


land but close to a lake or shallow pool or some other 
watery, moist spot. And the Duckling by some 
mysterious instinct knows that it is incapable both of 
flying high in the air and of remaining on land. For 
this reason it leaps into the water and can swim 
from the moment itis hatched ; it has no need to learn 
but dives and comes up again with great skill as 
though it had already been taught for some time. 


But the Eagle which they call the ‘ duck-killer ’ and Eagle 


swoops upon the Duck as she swims, meaning to carr 

her off; but the Duck dives and vaniches. and then 
after swimming under water, bobs up in another 
place. But the Eagle is there also, and again the 
Duck dives; and this happens again and again. 
Then one of two things follows: either the Duck 
after a dive is drowned, or the Eagle goes off after 


@ See ch. 21. 
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other prey ; whereupon the Duck, with nothing to 
fear, swims once more upon the surface. 


34. The Swan has this advantage over men in 
matters of the greatest moment, for it knows when 
the end of its life is at hand, and, what is more, in 
bearing its approach with cheerfulness, it has received 
from Nature the noblest of gifts. For it is confident 
that in death there is neither pain nor sorrow. But 
men are afraid of what they know not, and regard 
death as the greatest of allills. Now the Swan has 
so contented a spirit that at the very close of its life 
it sings and breaks out into a dirge, as it were, for 
itself. Even so does Furipides [ fr. 311 N] sing of 
Bellerophon, prepared like a hero of high soul for 
death. For example, he has portrayed him address- 
ing his soul thus: 


‘Reverent wast thou ever in life towards the 
gods; strangers didst thou succour; nor didst thou 
ever grow weary towards thy friends — 


and so on. So then the Swan too intones its own 
funeral chant, and either by hymns to the gods or 
by the rehearsal of its own praises it makes provision 
for its departure. Socrates also testifies [Pl. Phaedo 
84 «| to the fact that it sings not from sorrow but 
rather from cheerfulness, for (he says) a man whose 


heart is vexed and sore has no leisure for song and 


melody. 

Now death is not the only thing that the Swan 
faces with courage: it is not afraid of a fight. But 
though it will not be the first to do an injury, any 
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36. "Ovopd éorw opvios dorepias, Kat Tiaceve- 
Tab ye ev TH Aty’nTtm, Kat avOpwmrov davis 
évraler. €t O€ TIS avTov Gveldilwr SodAov eElzroL, 6 
dé dpyilera Kat et tis OKvov Kadécetey adrov, 6 
dé BpevOverat Kat ayavakre?, ws Kat és TO ayevves 
oKWTTOMEVOS Kal és apyiav edOvvdpevos. 


3 ~ 
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1 dp£avrt Kat emPovdrevorrt. 2 Schn : eiow. 


¢ “This is no Heron but some other bird ’ (Thompson, Gh. 
birds, 8.v.). 
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more than a sober, educated man would be, yet it 
will not retire and give way before an aggressor. 
While all other birds are on terms of peace with the 
Swan, the Eagle has frequently attacked it, as 
Aristotle says [HA 610 a1, 615 b 1], though it has 
never yet overcome it, but has always been defeated 
not only through the strength of the Swan in battle 
but also because in defending itself the Swan has 
justice on its side. 


35. The Heron is a great eater of oysters and The Heron 


swallows them when closed,* as pelicans swallow 
mussels. And the Heron warms the oysters a little 
in what is called its ‘ crop’ and retains them there. 
Under the influence of the heat the oysters open, and 
the Heron becoming aware of this, disgorges the 
shells but retains the flesh; and it lives by consuming 
entire, thanks to a strong digestion, all that passes 
down into it. | 


36. There is a bird called Asterias (starling ?),? and 
in Egypt, if tamed, it understands human speech. 
And if anyone by way of insult calls it ‘slave,’ it 
gets angry; and if anyone calls it ‘ skulker,’ it takes 
umbrage and is annoyed, as though it was being 
jeered at for its low birth and rebuked for its indo- 


lence. 


37. If a man with the juice of silphium on his hands The Torpedo 


seizes the Torpedo, he avoids the pain which it in- 
flicts. And should you attempt to draw the Great 7 


’ Thompson (Gk. birds, s.v. dovepias) records Bittern as a 
common but unsatisfactory interpretation, but offers no other. 
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Weever from the sea with your right hand, it will not 
come but will fight vigorously. But if you haul it up 


with your left hand, it yields and is captured. 


38. From a statement of Charmis of Massilia I The 
learn that the Nightingale is fond of music, and even 
fond of fame. At any rate when it is singing to itself 
in lonely places, he says, its melody is simple and 
spontaneous. But in captivity when it has no lack of 
hearers it lifts up its voice, warbling and trilling its 
melting music. And Homer seems to me to hint as 


much when he says [Od. 19. 518] 


‘ And as when the daughter of Pandareus, the 
greenwood Nightingale, sings sweet at the first 
oncoming of spring, as she rests amid the thick 
leafage of the trees, and ever varying her note 
pours forth her full-throated music.’ 


But there are those who write voAvdeuKéa Puviy, 
that is, ‘ variously imitating music,’ Just as GOEVKED 
signifies ‘ unadapted for imitating.’ 


39. Democritus asserts that the Lion alone among The Lion 


animals is born with its eyes open @ and from the hour 
of birth is already to some extent angry and ready to 
perform some spirited action. And others have 
observed that even when asleep the Lion moves his 
tail, showing, as you might expect, that he is not 
altogether quiescent, and that, although sleep has 
enveloped and enfolded him, it has not subdued 
him as it does all other animals. The Egyptians, 
they say, claim to have observed in him something of 
this kind, asserting that the Lion is superior to sleep 


@ See 4. 34. 
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and for ever awake. And I have ascertained that 
it is for this reason that they assign him to the sun, 
for, as you know, the sun is the most hard-working » 
of the gods, being visible above the earth or pursuing 
his course beneath it without pause. And the 
Egyptians cite Homer as a witness when he speaks 
of the ‘ untiring sun ’ [J/. 18. 239]. And in addition 
to his strength the Lion shows intelligence. For in- 


, ~ > V v oe 
vuKTwp goirdv é€s ta avAa. Ounpos 5é d 
M4 ~ f pa c poe? 
noet Kal TodTO Aéyoov stance, he has designs upon cattle and goes to their 
| folds by night. Now Homer was aware of this when 


he said [J/. 11. 172]: 


‘ Like cattle which a lion has scared, coming in 
the dead of night.’ 


And he strikes terror into them all by his strength, 
but seizes only one and devours it. And when he and his prey 
has gorged himself, he wishes to preserve the re- 
mains for another occasion, yet he is ashamed to 
stay and watch over them, as though he were afraid 
of starving from want of food. Accordingly with 
jaws agape he breathes upon them and trusts to his 
breath to guard them while he himself goes on his 
way. But when the other beasts arrive and realise 
to whom the remains upon the ground belong, they 
do not venture to touch them but go their way for 
fear of seeming to rob and diminish anything that 
belongs to their king. Now if the Lion chances to 
be lucky and has good hunting, he forgets his former 
prize, disregards it as being stale, and goes away. 
Otherwise he returns to it as to a private store. And 
when he has eaten more than enough, he empties 


Cf 3 ? 3 4 Boes as : 
as Te* A€wy eddBnoe pwodey ev vuxrds duodhyd. 
Kaul extrAynrres pev b10 THs GAs mdoas,* play Se 
efapracas eet drav Sé és xKdpov euTrAnc6%, 
PovAerou pev Taptevoacbar Kai és abbis, aidds dé 
Loxes avrov poupeiy apapévovta, ws tpodis 
xATEL Ayov dedidTa. odKody wepiyavdy eumvel 
pev tod Kal? éavrov do@uaros, Kal rovrw Thy 
pudacny éemitpémer, amadddrreral ye pay adrés- 
7a, dé (GMa. C@a. NKOVTO, Kat aicGavopweva Srov 
Acthavev cOTL TO KetpEvoy, OV TOALE trpoodiacban, 
adAd amadddrrerat dedudTa SoKety ovdAdy Kal 
wepixoTTe tt Tob operépov Paociléws. rH Bé 
apa et ev edOnpia® yévorro Kal edveppia, AnOnv 
| Tod mposrou Aap Baver Kat ws €wdov atiudoas 
Lh dmaddrreras: et dé py, as én oixeiov On- 
Covpiopa trapayiveras. orav d€ drrepTAnoOH, Kevot 
<avTov Novxia Kat dowria, 7 ad addi mOHiKw 
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1 * t ¢ . 
5 Kare, TO 7 ave. ® Boes ws MSS omit. | ; : . +3 
1s 8 Bre, ' himself by lying quiet and abstaining from food, or 
: Nien ee eae ; | 4 alternatively he catches a monkey and eats some of | 
ede* 0 auvros Adyer mounTns rabra. 
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\ A ~ 
mTepitvywv Kal TovTov daywv Kevobrat THY. yaoTépa,. 


Tais é€xeivou Aandéas oapéiv. tv dé apa dixatos 
6 Aéwv Kat otos | 
av8p’ érapdvacbat, dre tis mpdrepos } yademvy. 
Tt yotv émodvrt avbiorarar <Kat>* Thv adKalay 
emiceiwy Kat eAitrwy Kata TeV mAcvpOv eira 
eyeipes eavrov womep ody brobyywv pve. Tov 
ye pnv Paddovra pév, od TUXOVTGA bE TH lon apvvov-~ 
pevos® hoBel pév, Avaet Sé odde Ev. Tucpabeis 
ye pny e€ér. veapod mpadrarés €oTt Kat évTuyetv 
novS, Kal €ore dtAoTaiorys, Kal wav 6 Te obv 
drouevet Tpadvws TH Tpodel yapilopuevos. “Avvwy 
yobv déovra elye oxevaywydv, Kat Bepevicn rEéwv 
mpaos ovvay, Tav Koupwrav* diadépwv odde ev. 
edaidpyve yobv TH yAdrrn® 7d mpdownov abris, 
Kat tas puridas éAdawwe, Kat Hv oporpamelos, 
mpaws Te Kal evTaKTws éobiwy Kat avOpwmiKds. 
<xai>® "Ovduapyos 5é 6 Karavys tupavvos Kai 6 
KAcopevovs vids avacirous eiyov A€ovras. 


40. Edwdias tivds Oavpaoris tiv mapdadw 
pererAnyévar daciv, Hiv pev aroppyrov, avty dé 
ode TO TACOvVEKTHUA TO OiKELOV, Kal PEVTOL Kal 
7a GAAa Ca ovverricrarat totro €Keivy, Kal 


2 <at> add. Schn. 
& Pierson: xoppovrav. 


6 <xat> add. H. 


1 arpéTepov. 
3 duvvdpevos. 
° ydairrn jovxh. 


¢ Hanno, Carthaginian general, 3rd cent. B.c. Cp. Plut. 
Mor. 799 E. 
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it, voiding and emptying his belly by means of its 
flesh. 
The Lion is after all upright and one to 


‘ defend himself against the man who should assail 
him first ’ [Hom. J. 24. 369; Od. 16. 72). 


Thus, he faces his attacker and by lashing with his 
tail and winding it about his flanks rouses himself as 
though he were stimulating himself with a spur. 
And if a man shoot at him but miss him, he will 

defend himself by a fair return: he will scare the 
man but do him no harm. If he has been domesti- 


cated since the time when he was a cub, he is ex- The Lion 
f ame 


tremely gentle and agreeable to meet, and is fond o 
play, and will submit with good temper to any treat- 
ment to please his keeper. For instance, Hanno® 
kept a Lion to carry his baggage; a tame Lion was 
the companion of Berenice ® and was no different 
from her tiring-slaves: for example, it would softly” 
wash her face with its tongue and smooth away her 
wrinkles; it would share her table and eat in a 
sober, orderly fashion just like a man. And Ono- 
marchus, the Tyrant of Catana, and the son of 
Cleomenes * both had Lions with them as table-. 
companions. . 


40. They say that the Leopard has a marvellous The Leopard. 


fragrance about it. To us it is imperceptible, though 
the Leopard is aware of the advantage it possesses, and 
other animals besides share with it this knowledge. 


’ Which of the various queens named Berenice is here 
referred to, is uncertain; if the queen of Ptolemy III, she 
lived ¢. 273~226 B.c. : 
¢ Nothing more is known of these persons. 
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adioxetat ot 1 tov tpdmov Tobrov. 4 mdpSahe 
“~ ? Ly \ ¢ A “aA Ao me 
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n 3 > ay 
n gudddd. Bafeta, Kal evroyeiy eorw addaris, 
“ an) a 4 : 
povov de dvamvel. odkotv ot veBpot Kal <atS2 
a ? \ ‘ ~ 
dopKdades Kal ot alyes of dypiot® Kal Ta ToLvadre 
“~ if ~ 
tav Cohwv ws dd Tivos tvyyos tis edwdlas 
?. ¢ \ > “ 
EAkeTat, Kat yiverat mAnoiov: % S€ éxmnda Kal 


exes TO Ojpapa. 


41. [lvvOdvopor trav Cawv ra pnpuKdlovra 
Tpeis eyew Kotdias, Kal dvopata atdtdv axotw 
Kexpvpadov éxivov jvvoTpov. onriat dé Kat Tevbi- 
des S00 véyovrat mpoBookiow: od ydp To! 
Xeipov OVTwS Ovopidoat Kal eK THs xpelas Kal ex 
Tob oxypatos eéenaplevTa. Kal oTav A yeuuépra 
kat KAvdmv TeTapayyévos, ai 8€ T&v merpdv 
AapBavovrat tats adrats mpoBodais, Kat éyovrat 
as ayKvpais mavu éyxpaTa@s, Kal doeorol re Kal 
akAvoTo. pévovow: eita et yédvouro brevdua, 
amodvovot Te eavTas Kal éAevbepotct, Kat véovor 
madw, eidviat udOnua odk edkatadpdvyrov, yewd- 
vos duyny Kal ex TOV Kwadvev owrnpiay. 


42. Kt cor Bovropévm pabeiy éore pedurradv 
ovépata, ovk av Backivaye cimetv doa mérvopan. 
nyenoves Kadobvrai Twes Kal GAraL ceipfves Kat 
epyopopot® tTwes Kat érepat tAdoTIbes. Nixavdpos 
dé fT eddopeiv t® rods Kyndiivds dyov. mept dé riv 





~ : > 
1 éxeivy . . . of] TH mapddre Kal ddloxerat éxeivy. 





2 <at> add. H. 3 ai alyes ai &ypiac. 
paca > Jdpopdpa H. 





§ dpopeiy Post, dSpopopetv Reiske, H, ebropeiv OSchn. 
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and the Leopard catches them in the following | 
manner. When the Leopard needs food it conceals 
itself in a dense thicket or in deep foliage and is in- 
visible; it only breathes. And so fawns and gazelles 
and wild goats and suchlike animals are drawn by the 
spell, as it were, of its fragrance and come close up. 
Whereat the Leopard springs out and seizes its prey. 


41. I learn that ruminants have three ¢ stomachs, Ruminants 
and their names, I gather, are kexpvdaAov (the second 2n4 their 
stomach, reticulum), €xivos (the third stomach, many- 
plies), and yyvorpor (the fourth stomach, abomasum). 

Cuttle-fish and Squids feed themselves with two cuttle-fsh 
‘ probosces.’ (There is no harm in so styling them : 224 ther 
their use and their form induce one to do'so.) And 
in stormy weather when there is broken surf, these 
creatures grip the rocks with their tentacles and cling 
fast as with anchors, and there they stay, safe from 
shock and sheltered from the waves. Later, when 
it grows calm, they let themselves go and are free 
again to swim about, having learnt what is by no 
means to be despised, viz., how to avoid a storm and 
to escape from danger. | 


42. If it is your wish to learn the names of Bees, Bees, their 
I would not grudge you the knowledge that I have Y8"0us 
acquired. Some are called ‘captains,’ others 
‘ sirens,’ ® some again ‘ workers,’ and others ‘ moul- 


ders.’ And Nicander says [ fr. 93] that the Drones — 


@ Cp. Arist. HA 507 b 1; Ael. has omitted to mention the 
KoAia peydAn, big stomach or paunch. - 

6’ Thompson on Arist. HA 623 b 11 takes ‘siren’ to be 
‘some species of the solitary wasp, e.g. Humenes, Synagris, 
ete.’ ys 
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Bbyicvav éravayew adfis. ev Mydia d€ azroordlew 


Tav Sévdpwy axovw pédr, ws Kdpimidns ! ev 7h 
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amoppeiv. yiveobar dé Kat ev Opdxn pede ex tev 
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duta&v qKovoa. ev d€ Muxdvy pédrra od yiverat, 


GMa Kat <eEwlev>*® Kopiobeion amofvijoxet. 
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43. Ilept tov “Yaravw aorapov yiveobar 76 C@ov 
4 ? 4 A ?, 7 X: 
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.. . And they say that all over Cappadocia the Bees 
produce honey without combs, and the story goes Honey of 
that it is thick like oil. I am informed that at 7a7loxs 
Trapezus in Pontus honey is obtained from box-trees, 

but that it has a heavy scent and drives healthy 
people out of their senses, but restores the frenzied 

to health. I learn that in Media® honey drips from 

the trees, just as Euripides [Bacc. 714] says that on 
Cithaeron sweet drops flow from the boughs. In 
Thrace too I have heard that honey is produced from 
plants. On Myconus? there are no bees, and more- 

over if imported from outside they die. | 


43. Aristotle says [HA 552 b 20] that on the banks the 
of the river Hypanis ¢ there occurs a creature that ‘?2y-4y’ 
goes by the name of ‘ day-fly,’ 4 because it is born in 
the morning twilight and dies when the sun begins 
to set. : 


44, The Cuttle-fish has a poisonous bite and teeth The 
that are concealed very deep within. It seems also 7°" 
that the Osmylus¢ and the Octopus are given to 
biting. And the Octopus has a more powerful bite 
than the Cuttle-fish, although it emits. less poison. 


Ael. is copying [Arist.] Mir. 831 b 26 where the MSS read 
Avdia. - _ 
> One of the Cyclades. ° o 
¢ Mod. Boug. aa fee he 
@ *‘ A May-fly, probably . .. the large Ephemera longicauda . 
Oliv.’ (Thompson on Arist. loc. cit.). 
‘A kind of octopus with an unpleasant musky smell: 
Eledone moschata’ (Thompson, Gk. fishes). ~ | 





i <6) add. A ; Z 
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45. Tov abv tov dypidv dace py mpdrepov emi 
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oTpepopevov Kal trivovta tdwp teGorAwpevov, Kal 
novyig. Kat oTéyn oKoTwdeotépa yatpovra Kal 
Tpopats doat duvowddorepal ré cio Kal dromAfjou 
dvvavrat. Kat “Ounpos dé gouxe BrrodynAobvy Tatra. 
mept pev ovv Tot Kadwdeiofa. adrods? Kal 
pirydeiv toils puTrapwrépois TéAuace . . 2 Adywr 
aves yapatevvades: O71 5é TH TEHoAwpevy BdarTt 
maivovTat . . .4 dyot | 
éhav vdwp | 
mivovoot, TA veoor tpéder reBadviav ddroudrv. 


wd 4 7 ~ i 4 \ 4 3 7 
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, ¢ . ~ e i fF. € 3 3 ~ 
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4 A i. > # “~ “A v 4 
To de duoddes aivirrerat tis tpodas drav Aéyn 
Badravov wevoetkéa eobiew adrds. cidws 5é dpa 
“Opnpos ws Kat ioxvaiverat Kal émurpiper Ta Kpéo. 
bs dp@v tov Offduv, memoinke Tods dppevas (Sia 

‘4 4 \ é PIN > ~ 
kabeddovras Kat Tas Ondcias idia. ev Dadapine 
dé yAwpod airov Kat Aniov Kopavros édv ots 

1 Aovdpevov. 8 abrév. | 
8 Lacuna. 4 Lacuna. 








* The chief city in Cyprus. Eustathius on Hom. Od. 18. 29 
says that there was a law in Cyprus permitting landowners to 
remove the teeth of any pig that they found foraging among 
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45. They say that the Wild Boar does not attack The wild 
a man until he has whetted his tusks. And Homer °°" 


testifies to this when he says [J1. 11. 416] 


‘Having whetted the white tusk between his 
curved jaws.’ . 


And I learn that the Boar fattens himself chiefly 
by not washing but spending his time wallowing in 
the mud, drinking the turbid water, and revelling in 
the quiet and the darkness of his lair and in all the 
more inflating foods that can fillhim up. And Homer 
appears to imply as much, for touching their wallow- 
ing and their fondness for the more muddy ponds. . . 
when he says [Od. 10. 243] ‘ hogs that make their 
bed upon the ground.’ And that they fatten them-_ 
selves upon turbid water . . . he says [Od. 13. 409] 


‘ drinking black water, which fosters the rich fat on 
swine.’ 


And that they delight in darkness he proves in the 
following words [Od. 14. 533] : a 


‘ They slumbered beneath a hollow rock under 
shelter from Boreas.’ 


And he hints at the inflating quality of their food 
when he says [Od. 13. 409] that they eat ‘ the satisfy- 
ing acorn.’ Now Homer knowing that the Boar 
grows thin and that his flesh wastes if he looks at the 
Sow, has described [Od. 14. 13] the Boars as sleeping 
in one place and the Sows in another. In Salamis 4 
if a Sow breaks in and grazes the corn when green or 


their crops. So Irus threatens to knock out the teeth of 
Odysseus, disguised and unknown, whom he regards as an 
interloper in the palace in Ithaca. 
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a field of waving corn, there is a law of the Sala- 


minians that her teeth must be destroyed. And 


they say that the passage in Homer [Od. 18. 29] about 
‘a sow that consumes the crops’ refers to this. 
Others take a different view and assert that when a 
Sow has tasted green corn its teeth are weakened. 


46. It would appear that Nature has provided 
grass as a remedy for the wounds of Dogs. And if 
they are troubled with worms they get rid of them 
by eating “ standing ’ corn, as it is called. And when 
they need to empty both stomachs they are said to 
eat some grass, and as much of their food as remains 
undigested they vomit up, while the remainder is 
excreted. It is from this source that the Egyptians 
are said to have learnt the practice of taking purges. 


But Partridges, Storks, and Ring-doves, when 


wounded are said to chew marjoram and then to 
spread it on their wounds and cure their body; and 
they have no need at all of man’s healing art. 


47. In this matter I shall have no need of any 
witness from antiquity but shall narrate what I 


myself have seen and know. | 
A man captured a Lizard of the excessively green A Lizard, 


é . blinded, 
and unusually large species, and with a point made regains its 


of bronze he pierced and blinded the Lizard. And sight 
after boring some very fine holes in a newly fashioned 
earthenware vessel so as to admit the air, but small 
enough to prevent the creature from escaping, he 


pov, a@ de adres éyvwr €p2  cadpov Tv yAwpdv 
So oe , a. / 5 % 2.58 t fe AX \ 

pev vTepayav, adpotépwv dé THY e&w ovdAdaBayv 
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avnp Kal Kévrpw ctemoinpevw yadKod reipas ® 

eira, tudAdoas tov catpov Kai yuTpay Kepapyéay 

TOV vewortl cipyacuévwy Siatpioas mavu Aerrrais 

A . f : ~ 
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exetvw trapacyety Exdvow, Kal yi eyyéas Kal | 
aie * The expression is used loosely’ to denote the stomach 





L. Barnes s seaeow we Pete - proper and the intestines, for the dog has but one stomach. 
3 re. . | —~ a : a $$ es 
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pdira evdpocor, kal To Onpiov éuBadwv Kal méayv 1 
TWa Hs ovK Ele TO Ovoma Kal SaKTUALOY atdHpov 2 
TETMOUN|LEVOV Kal éyovta AiBov Taydrnv, @rep ody 
EveipyaoTo yAdppa aabpos, Thy pev xdTpav 
emmddyacev, evvea euTrAdoas onucia, dv adype 
ofpayisa? ef? tucpas eda. Kal rv én! 
macs, apavioas avolye. TO aKedos, Kal Eywye 
eloov. TOV Gatpov euPAémovTa, Kat edwmoTarous 5 
Tous opladpods TOUS, TEWS TETNpwLEvOUS eElye, 
Kat Tov® wev, evbev 7peOn, evrat0a amedvoaper, 
daxridiov dé Exeivoy 6 avyp 6 Ttabra Spdaoas 
ddladpots ayabov épackey civas. | 


48. "Euol 8é€ aicyiorov Soxet, & dvOpwror, 
prdiav pev tois Coots mpos GAAnAa etvat, pr 
povots Tots ovvvduots adT&v pynde pV Tos duoye- 
fow, Yon Oé Kal Tol dé 4 4 
veow, HON Se Kal Tois pndev mpoorKovot adiot 
Kata, TO Kowdv ‘yéevos. Tals yoov aigiy at ots 
pidvar, mEpiorepe de mpos tpuyova diAia,’ dira 
dé aAAjAots 8 voobot Parrat TE Kal 7époLKes, 
d.Acvovo, Be Kal KynpvAov mofotvTe adAnAw mddat 
iguev, Kopwrnv Te epwoir@ didra voetv Kat Adpov 
T® KaAovpévm Kodoi@ Kal ixtivw dpmynv. rode- 
prodot dé aiwviov moAcuov Kal domovdov ws etiety 
Kopavat TE Kaul yAaiixes: modépto. S€ apa eiciv 
ixtivds Te Kat Kdpak, Kal mrupadXis mpos Tpuydva, 
Kat BpévOos Kat Adpos,? mddw re 6 yAwpeds mpds 


. : exdvow te moav | €xdvaw, TO Onpiov éuBadroayv Kal yp 
droxéas Kat pw. €. Kal méav. 
: Ges : avdnpody. <ptav> odp.? H. 
mdoars THY Evvarny. edvwTrorepous. 
| meptorepa . . . pidy. 
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heaped some very moist earth into it and put the 
Lizard inside together with a certain herb, of which 
he did not divulge the name, and an iron ring with 
a bezel of lignite engraved with the figure of a lizard. 
After stamping nine seals upon the vessel he then 
covered it up, removing one seal daily for nine days. 
And when he had destroyed the last seal of all he 
opened the vessel, and I myself saw the Lizard 
having its sight and its eyes, which till then had been 
blinded, seeing perfectly well. And we released the 
Lizard on the spot where it had been captured, and 
the man who had done these things asserted that that 
ring of his was good for the eyes.. 


48, It fills me with shame, you human beings, to 
think of the friendly relations that subsist between 
animals, not only those that feed together nor even 
those of the same species, but even between those 
that have no connexion through a common origin. 
For instance, Sheep are friends with Goats; there is 
friendship between Pigeon and Turtle-dove; Ring- 
doves and Partridges entertain friendly feelings to- 
wards one another; we have long known that the 
Halcyon and the Cery] desire each other; that the 
Crow is friendly disposed towards the Heron, and the 
Sea-mew towards the Little Cormorant, as it is called, 
and the Shearwater towards the Kite. But there is 


war everlasting and without truce, so to say, between 


Crows and Owls. Enemies too are the Kite and the 
Raven, the Pyrallis and the Turtle-dove, the Bren- 
thus * and the Sea-mew, and again the Greenfinch(?) 


@ Unknown water-bird. Perh. the ‘ Avocet,’ Gossen § 187. 
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rE v A 2 de wv Zé \ d m4 

govres. €xfiora? 5é€ dpa €Aédas Kal dpaKkwy 
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dv: 6 ev yap wyKyoaTo, pHyvuTar de TH 
aiyil Ta Bd, Kat ob VEOTTOL EKTITMTOVOLW ATEAEIS* 

_o- ~ na ~ ? aA 
6 5é Tywwpay Trois Téexvois erunndG TOV ovwv Tots 
Ad 4 3 f > f ~ 4 3 f i 
Edxeot, Kat eobies adrad. puce’ dé GAdn€ KipKopv 
Kat Tadpos Képaka, Kab 6 av0os* Tov Urmor, 
yp) Sé eiddva. Tov mematdevpéevov Kal pndev 
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udryv axovovra ott Kat deAdis daddAawy dtadopos, 
AGBparés ye py Keotpebor, ptpawat dé yoyypots, 
Kat aAAa.aAdots. 


49. Ai dpxros t&v Onpardv rods és* ordpe. 
‘ fo > 
qecovTas Kat TO TVvEbpa és EeavTods woarvTas 


4 
dodpnodpevat ws verxpous TapaAuymavover, Kat 


~ “ 4 a) A / “~ 
Soxet TodTo TO C@ov vexpov PoeAdTrecGar. jeLcodar 
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8é Kat of pes Tods ev Tals eavTdv Siairas Kat 


5 ~ 3 @ ? : 4 ; 4 5 
KaTadpopats dmolavdvTas, Kal pmevToL <KaL> 
& pupynKes dé, 
\ 3 f > ~ ~ \ ? 
Kat éxeivois exhopas vexp@v peAew Kat Kabatpew 
rods aderépovs xnpapods 7 copwrarn dvats 
wey, emet Kat Totro idwv trav addywv, Ta 
Gpoyev} Te Kat opopve telvedta trav ofbaduav 
? 4 Caan) 7 4 af}: 7 4 
dmodépew Oarrov. Aéyovor 5é Aifiorwy ddyor 
aipvAtas te Kal Kdpsrov “EAAnvixod dyevorou o7t 
Pla 37 4 ?\ 7 A 3 4 
dpa €Aédavta Oeacduevos ehépas vexpov ovK av 
qrapéABor ph TH mpoBooKids yiv apvodpevos Kat 


2 éyGtarov. 


1 xat tadpous del. H (1876). 
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and the Turtle-dove, the Aegypius and the Eagle, 
Swans and Water-snakes(?),2 and Lions are the 
enemies of Antelopes and Bulls. The bitterest hate 
exists between the Elephant and the Python,? be- 
tween the Asp and the Ichneumon, between the Blue 
Tit and the Ass, for directly the Ass brays the Blue 


Tit’s eggs are smashed and the young ones are spilt, - 


still imperfect. And so to avenge its offspring the 


Blue Tit leaps upon the Ass’s sore places and feeds 
on them. The Fox detests a Falcon and the Bull a 
Raven, and the Buff-backed Heron the Horse. And 
an educated man who attends to what he hears 
should know that the Dolphin is at feud with the 


Whale, the Basse too with the Mullet, and the Moray | 


with the Conger Eel, and so on. 3 


49, When Bears have sniffed at hunters who have Animals’ 


fallen on their face and knocked the breath out of 
themselves, they leave them for dead, and it seems 
that these creatures are disgusted by a dead body. 
Mice also hate those that die in their holes and lurking- 
places; and a Swallow too ejects a dead Swallow 
from its nest. 
wisdom of Nature, are careful to carry away dead 
bodies and to cleanse their nests, for it is character- 
istic of brute beasts that, when one of their own 
species and kind has died, they speedily remove it 
out of sight. And Ethiopian histories, which are 


untainted by the pretentious plausibility of the 


Greeks, tell us that if one Elephant sees another 
lying dead, it will not pass by without drawing up 


* See Arist. HA 602 b 25. _> Lit. ‘ dragon.’ 
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em Paddy, ws oolav Twa amdoppyTov brép Ths 
gvoews THs Kowijs éxreA@v-t ecivar yap TO uh 
Spica TobrTo evayes. amoxypyn dé of Kat KAddov 
emPaetv, Kal dare TO KoWwdov aavTwy Tédos 
pn atidoas. agixtat dé Adyos és Huds Kal 
exeivos. oTav édégavtes amobvicKkwow é€K Tpav- 
para 7% BAnbevres ev Toddum } ev Oypa mabdvres 
TobT0, Tis mdas THs Taparvyovons 4 THs Kdévews 
THS €v moolv aveAduevot, es Tov odpavoy avaBA€- 
movot Kat BddAovot te TOv mpoeipnucvwr, Kal 
poh TH OperEpe KwepovTat TE Kal ToTVLmYTaL, 
womrep obv Tods Yeovs paprupduevor €¢’ ols 
EKOLKWS TE Kal ExVOpWwS BTropLévovaw. 


50. “Idva dé apa raév Cav Kal radryn ® SHrov 
Karayv@vat mépeore. rods yodv édpves ods 
nOdSas Kat Tovs Ev Toot tpedoévovs Te Kal 
eferalopevous op@pev tmmovs Kat dvous Kat Bods 
Kad Kkapmous Jappobvras: et d€ Kal éAddavri ov 
mpaw Kat nuEpw ouvrpepowro, ot dé ovK dppwodod- 
ow, adda Kai 8.’ adrév éxeivwv epyovrar. Sn 
de adexTpudves Kal emi Ta vOTa abTtav dvamérov- 
Tar" Tocodrov avrois tod Bdpoous mepieote Kat 
Too adeobs. _ Tota dé adtots évTibnot Kat Sos 
toxupov yoy Tropadpapooca.. KOL PUKHOEWY [Lev 
Kal oyKycewy od tovodvrat wpav, Kpi~acav Sé 
dpa Hovey | medpixage THY Mmpoepnuernv. ynvav 
dé Kae” KUKvov* Kab otpovbady Tdv peydrwr 7 
TL 1) obdev dpovrilovow, tépaxa dé Bpaydrarov 5 
ovrTa oppwootow. 6 Sé aAeKTpvay daas doBet 
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some earth with its trunk and casting it upon the 
corpse, as though it were performing some sacred and 
mysterious rite on behalf of their common nature; 
and that to fail in this duty is to incur a curse. It is 
enough for it even to cast a branch upon the body ; 
and with due respect paid to the common end of all 
things the Elephant goes on its way. 

And there has reached us also the following story. 
‘When Elephants are dying of wounds, stricken either 
in battle or in hunting, they pick up any grass they 
may find or some of the dust at their feet, and looking 
upwards to the heaven, cast some of these objects in 
that direction and wail and ery aloud in indignation 
in their own language, as though they were calling 
the gods to witness how unjustly and how wrongfully 
they are suffering. 


* 50 (i). By the following cases also, I think, one may 
recognize traits peculiar to animals. For instance, 


A dying 


Elephant 


Confidence 
and fear in 
Animals 


we see domestic fowls that are reared at the feet, and _ 


have experience, of horses, asses, cows, or camels, 
showing no fear of them. And if they are fed along 
with, say, a tame and gentle elephant, they are not 
afraid but even move about among those creatures. 
And cockerels even fly up on to their backs, such are 
their resulting courage and freedom from fear. But 
they are fluttered and terrified if a marten runs by. 
To the lowing of cattle or the braying of an ass they 
pay no attention; but a marten has but to chatter 
and they tremble. For geese, swans, and ostriches 
they care little or nothing, but are in terror of a hawk 
although it is very small. With its crowing a cock 
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aeT ov pev KAayyhny Kat yuTrd@v Yappotor, ean 


O€ KQL GAuaereoy OvKETL. 

“H de motu ® Kal 6 Epidos Kal mabAvov wav emt 
Tas LnTp@as Ondrds € EPXETAL yevvn evra Tapaxphy.c, 
Kal pevToL Kal TOV odd:rev on@vro, eparrtrr OTL: 
TmoAumpay Lovet dé TO TeKOV- odde ev, aAAa € coTIKeD. 
Uatia dé TrapapaAner TAS Ondas Tots Bpepeoe. Ta. 


oxiloroda mavra, AKO’ Kal KUVES Kal Acawar 
Kal mapodhers. 


51. [loAupwvorara. dé ra CHa Kal modspBoyya 
Os av elmots 7 pots drédnver,? womep obv Kat 
Tovs avpwrrous. 6 yobv UKvOns ddAws pléyyerat 
Kal Oo ‘Ty80s dMuws, Kal 6 AtBiows EXEL povny 
cuppa * Kab ot dsc peor be “EAAds GAAn, Kat 
‘Peopaia aAXn. oUTW ToL Kat Ta Ca Mo dMus 
TpoleTat TOV ovyyerh] Tis vrderns HXOV TE Kab 
popov- 70 pev yap Bpuxérae, HuKdrat dé dAdo, 
Kal ypeyeriona dAAov Kal oyKnNots <aMov >, 5 
dddou BAnynO eos Te Ka EnKaopos,° Kab TLOL pev 
@pvypos, trot dé v ayHos pidov, Kad adrAw 7 
dppaletv: KAayyat de 8 Kat potlot Kal Kpuypol 
Kaul Moat Kal pehpdior Kab Tpavdvopol Kat pupia 
ETEpO, dpa THs dicews ida TOY Cowv dddra 
aAAwv. 


52. °Ava, TH xapav Thy Aiyumriav aomides 
Pwrcedovor Too NetAov mAnoiov emt THs dyOns 


eKaTepas. Kat Tov ev aAAov xpdovov dirloywpotor 
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ON ANIMALS, V. 50-52 


scares a lion and is fatal to a basilisk, and yet it 
cannot endure cats or kites. And pigeons are not - 


_ afraid at the cry of eagles and vultures, but they are 


at the cry of falcons and of sea-eagles. 

(ii). The lamb, the kid, and every foal directly it is Animals 
born goes for its dam’s teats and sucks the dugs until ror yeong 
it is full, And the parent shows no concern but | 
stands still. Whereas all animals with parted toes, 
wolves, hounds, lions, leopards, lie down to give their 


young suck. 


51. Nature has made animals with an immense The various 
variety of voice and of speech, as it were, even as she by animals” 
has men. For instance, the Scythian speaks one 
language, the Indian another; the Ethiopian has a 
natural language, so too have the Sacae; the. lan- 
guage of Greece and that of Rome are different. 

And so it is with animals: each has a different way 
of producing the tone and the sound natural to its 
tongue. Thus, one roars, another lows, a third 
whinnies, (another) brays, yet another baas and 
bleats; while to some howling is customary, to others 
barking, and to another snarling. Screaming, 
whistling, hooting, singing, warbling, twittering, 
and countless other gifts of Nature are peculiar to 


different animals. 


52. In the Egyptian countryside Asps have their Reptiles 


oretell and 


holes by the Nile on either bank. Most of the time avoid the 
they stay round about their <lurking-places) and are tee of the 





3 dvédnvev. 4 oupduip. 
5 5 <aAdou> add. Gow. 
Noe Kal eared, $0¢ypara. 
@ GAhw. Te Kai. 


351 


AELIAN 


4 2 ~ e 4 > . 
Kat ayaT@ow .. .1, ws Tas oikias tas oderépas 


ot avO - pwerr =e TOD D Y 
i avi pwrrou peAAovros dé Tob ToTapod Kata Ti 
wpav Tnv Géperov? 


Ta dmeré po Too NetAov xwpia, Kal Tods dxbovs 
Tovs obmEepeyovTas €oéprrovot, Kal pévToL Kal Th 
obey adTav Eexyova éemdayovrat, SMpov robro iduov 
Aaxoboar Tropa. TAS gvoews €idévat ToTapot 
Tooovrou Kal ovTws epyatiKod THY ava Tav Eros 
emonulay, kat THV €€ adrod Katadnbiv re Kal 
Adpnv dvddrrecbat. Kat at yeADvar dé Kal. of 
KapKivot Kal ob KpoKddtAot TA WA KATA THY Hpav 
Thy adThiy peTaKopilovow és Ta aBata T® mr0-~ 
TOLD Kab avepucra Kat évredbev Hn Aoyilovra 
ol evTuyxavovres Tois THY mpoeipnuévwy Mois 6 
NetAos aveMwv és méoov érapdevoet 4 odiot THY 


yh. 


53. Oi lmraoe of TOTdLL0l Tod NeiAov péev eiat 
Tpopyjos- orav dé Ta Ajta évaxpaly Kal wow ot 
ordxves gavboi, ouK dpxovrat TApAaXpHua KEelpew 
atrovds Kal eofiew, adda mapapelBovres e&wlev 
TO Ajiov eroxalovras mocov adbtovs éumAjoes ® 
HeTpov, ¢ira. Aoytodpevor TO amoxphaov odiow 
euminrovor Kal avaywpotow emt T7000, EumimTAdpe- 
vol, TO pedua Tod ToTapot Kata vwrou AaBdvres. 
mepthooogy rat d€ apa Tobro avrois, iva et Twes 
TOV yewpy@yv émtovey apuvovpevot,® ot Sé ex Tod 
pdorov és 70 vdwp KaTadpapeiy Eyouev, Tovs 
TrohepLious avrimpocwmous, adAd otk Omiobev of 
immot ovToL SoKevovTes.” 

2 1 Lacuna: <imodpopds> conj. H. 
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as attached to them as human beings are to their 
own homes. But when in the summertime the river 
threatens to overflow, the aforesaid Asps emigrate 
some thirty days beforehand to districts further 
away from the Nile and creep into bluffs above the 


‘yiver, and, what is more, bring their young with 


them: they have received from Nature this special 
gift of being able to foretell the annual visitation of 
a river so mighty and so active, and to guard against 
being overtaken and destroyed by it. And at the 
same season turtles and.crabs and crocodiles transfer 
their eggs to spots which the river cannot touch or 
reach. Hence those who come across the eggs of 
the aforesaid creatures calculate to what extent the 
Nile will rise and irrigate their land. 


53. Hippopotamuses are nurslings of the Nile, and The Hippo- 


when the crops are ripe and the ears are yellow they 
do not forthwith begin to graze and eat them but pass 
along outside the crop and calculate what area will 
satisfy them; and then, having reckoned how much 
will be enough, they fall to, and as they fill them- 
selves they withdraw backwards, keeping the river 
behind them. Now this move they have cleverly 
devised so that, should any farmers attack them in 
self-defence, they can run down into the water with 
complete ease, on the look out for enemies in front 
of them but not looking behind them. | 
ee 

2 Anon.: riv &. Oepetay A, ré&v Oetwy other MSS. 
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54. Ev Th Mavpovoig VH at tapddAets’ Tots 
menKors ov KaTd 70 KapTepov ovdé Omws ay 
exwow dA fis Te Kab pons émribevrat. rd $é 
aitiov, od Xwpobow, opoce, aAAd amrodidpacKovaly 
avtas Kat emt Ta devdpa avaféovor Kal exet 
Kabnvrat, Thy €€ exeivwy émBouvdyv dudrarropevor. 
nv de dpa n madpdadts Kat tod miOyKov Sodcpate- 
pov. olas yodv em avrots madapatal re Kal 
pares tas mayas. omov mAROs mOjKav KdOnv- 
TOL, evrat0a €\oica éavriy dréppube TH Sév8pw, 
Kat Keitat Kata Tob Samédov taria, Kal THY per 
yaor€pa, dwyKkwoe, maphke Sé Ta oxéAn, TH Se 
opFaAeo Katepvoe, mele. ye pv? ro aobua, 
Kat Kebrae vexpa Oy. of 5€ dvwbev tiv eyBioryy 
idovres TeOvavar vopilovow airiv, kat 6 pdAvora 
BovAovras, TobTo Kat olovrat. od pv Oappodow 
700, aAAd meipav Kado, Kal €orw 7 telpa, eva 
eavT@y Tov doxoivra  adeéoratov® Karaméu- 
movot, Bacavioovra Kai KkaracKkepduevov TO THs 
mrapodhews mafos. 6 dé Kdteow od mavTeAds 
ddejs, adAd odtyov Karadpayav era dréotpeper, 
Tob poBou avaoreihavros adrév: Kal KariAGe 
modu, Kat mAnotov yevdpevos dvexdpnoe, Kal 
drréoTpeyey avbrs, Kat TH 6fOaduw Kateokébaro, 
Kat 70 media. * et pebinow ejracev.  8e 
arpenoboa Kal pada eyepatas évridnoty ot 76 
Kara puKpd adees. mpocedbevros dé Kal 7apape- 
vOVTOS amafobs Kal ob eTewpot miOnKor Oappodow 
710, Kal Katadpapdvres Ek Te exeivou Tot dévSpou 
Kat Tv dAkwy doa rAnoiov traparéducev, &Opdor 
* otrws émriberrat. 
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54. In Mauretania Leopards do not attack Mon- Leopard and 
onkeys 


keys with force nor with all the strength and. power 
at their command, the reason being that the Monkeys 
do not face them but escape from them and run up 
trees and sit there on guard against the designs of 
the Leopards. Yet it seems that after all the Leo- 
pard is craftier than the Monkey, for such -designs 


and traps does it contrive for the Monkeys. It comes 
‘to the place where a gathering of Monkeys is seated, 


throws itself down beneath a tree, lies on the ground 


on its back, inflates its belly, relaxes its legs, closes 


both eyes, and even holds its breath, and lies there 
like one dead. And the Monkeys looking down upon 
their most hated enemy, fancy it to be dead; and 
what they most fervently desire, that they believe. 
For all that, they do not as yet take courage but make 
an experiment, and the experiment is this: they send 
down one of their number whom they regard as the 
most fearless to test and to scrutinise the state of the 
Leopard. So the Monkey descends not altogether 
unafraid; but after running down a little way he 
turns back, fear causing him to retreat. Anda second 
time he descends and having approached, withdraws ; 
‘and a third time he returns and observes the Leo- 
pard’s eyes and examines it to see if it is breathing. 
But the Leopard, by remaining motionless with the 
utmost self-control, inspires a gradual fearlessness in 
the Monkey. And since it approaches and remains 
close by and takes no harm, the Monkeys up aloft also 
now gather courage and run down from that particu- 
lar tree and from all others that grow near by, and 
assembling in a mass encircle the Leopard and dance 
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Kat mOyKoi mpérovoay opyynow,! Kat TotKkidws 


évuBpioarres, Hv Exovow wes emi vexpa yapav Kal 
noovny euaptupavTo.  Sé dmduewe wavra, eira 
oTav evvorjon KeKkunKkevat b7d TE THS Yopelas 
adrovs Kat THs UBpews, adoxjTrws dvamndijcaca 
Kat €aGopodoa * Tovs pev rots dvuts di€Eqve, Tods 
dé Tots ddofct Steomdoato, Kai Thy ek TeV 
mohepiov tavOowiay te Kal mavdaoiav ddOo- 
vworara éxet. TAnuovws dé exew? Kal Kaprepds 
Kat yerrkdos 4 vows Kededver* riv aapdarlw 
bmep Tob THv TroAcuiov évuBpiadvTwy mepuyevedOat 
KapTepicwtara evabActoav Kai ur) Seopevny etmety 
réTAGGL 87 Kpadin. 6 ye why Tot Aaéprov éavrév 
eEexddvisev dAdtyou mpd Tod Katpod, THv ex r&v 
Tatdtoxav vBpw pn hépwr. 


55. “Ev rots *Ivdots ot ékddarres, otav te TOV 
dévdpwy adrdppilov avayxdlwow adrovs ot “IvSol 
exorraoal, od mpdTepov eumndadow ® obdé éemtyet- 
potot TO epyw mp 7 Staceticar adTo Kat dtacKé- 
paca: dpd ye® avarpanfvar oidv ré eorw 7 
mavreA@s advvarov. 


€¢ > , 
56. At ev Lvpois eAador yivovras pev ev dpect 
/ 3 ”~ 
peylorots, “Apwav@ te Kat AiBdvw cai KapynAw: 
7] \ a : 
otav d€ BovdAnOdot mepardcacba. tHv OdAurray, 
> \ 4 7 > mn. : 
emt Tas Novas adiKvodvrat 7 ayéAn, Kal dvapeé- 
2 éxBopotoa. 


1 Ges: dpxynoriciy. 
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EXEL. 4 Karéye. 
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ON ANIMALS, V. 54-56 


round it. Then they leap upon it and turn somer- 
saults on its body and by dancing in triumph a dance 
appropriate to monkeys, and by a variety of insults 
testify to the joy and delight they feel over the sup- 


posed corpse. But the Leopard submits to all this 


until it realises that the Monkeys are tired by their 
dancing and their insolence, when it leaps up un- 
expectedly and springs at them. And some it 
lacerates with its claws, others it tears to pieces with 
its teeth, and enjoys without stint the ample and 


sumptuous banquet provided by its enemies. It is 


Nature that bids the Leopard endure with heroic 
fortitude, so that it may rise superior to the insults 
of its enemies, bearing up with the utmost patience 
and finding no need to say ‘endure, my heart’ 
(Hom. Od. 20. 18].. Indeed the son of Laertes was 
within an ace of revealing himself prematurely 
through being unable to tolerate the insults of the 
maidservants. 


55. In India Elephants, when compelled by the Saat 


natives to pull up some tree, roots and all, do not 
immediately attack it and begin the task, until they 
have shaken it and have tested it thoroughly to see 
whether in fact it can be overturned, or whether that 
is utterly impossible. 


56. The Deer of Syria are born on the highest Deer cross- 


ing the sea 


mountains, on Amanus, on Libanus, and on Carmel. 
And when they want to cross the sea the herd goes 
down to the beaches and waits until the wind drops; 





5 Jac: éx-. 
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vovot Tob mvevpaTos THY P0iow,* Kai fvika ap 
aicdwvra. mpdov atrd Kal jovxyov Karamvéov 
THVUKOOT A, émappoto. 7H awedayer. véovor 83 
Kata orotxov, Kat aAAjdwy exovTat, Ta ‘yevera at 
emopevat TOV Tponyovpevwv TH dads ezrepeidov- 
cau “ tedevrate, dé yevopevn th mapdcbev 
emt Taoals €avTnV éravaravoaca elta ovpayel 
atéMovrar dé emi thy Kuspov 160m rH a 
TéMovrat oe p THs mWoas 
THs exe’ Aéyerar ydp etvat Babeia Kat vopds 


> 4 4 3 4 4 ? 
ayalas mapéxew® Kat A€yovol ye Kvmpioe evyewy — 
? 


> a a A “a 
ouxety x@pov, Kat tats Aiyumtiwy dpovpass 
ToAuaow dvruxpivew Tas oerépas. Edador Se 

4 ~ 
- eTEpat THVSE THY yyw amodeiKvevTat. at yooy 
? 
metpusTides és THY Kepxupay duavijyovTat, avrt- 

tropOuot d€ aAdjAaus aide ciciv. 

1 ddow. 7 | 

2 Lacuna: t <Sé % ? , v t 

: youpevn mpoober, Grav Képn,> TeAevTai 

Ji a0, comp. Opp. Cyn. 2. 225, Max. Tyr. 12. 3. = ‘ a 
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ON ANIMALS, V. 56° 


and as soon as they observe that there is a favourable 
and gentle breeze, then they brave the opensea. And 
they swim in single file, holding on to one another, 
the ones behind supporting their chins on the rumps 
of those in front . . .* takes the last place in the 
line, and resting itself upon the one next in front 
of it in the whole troop, brings up the rear. And 
they make for Cyprus in their longing for the mea- 
dows there, for they are said to be deep and to afford 
excellent pasture. The Cypriots indeed claim that 
they live in a fertile country, and venture to compare 
their arable land with that of Egypt. And there 
are Deer from other countries too which show this 


same capacity for swimming. For example, the Deer | 


of Epirus swim across to Corcyra: the two countries 
face each other across a strait. 


® Some words have been lost; following Jacobs's suggested. 
filling of-the lacuna we may translate : “When the one that 
has been leading hitherto begins to tire, it drops back to the 
end of the file, and, efc.’ 
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